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GOVERNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Friday, July 22, 2011    

12:00 p.m. 
 

City of Oakley 
City Council Chambers (in the room behind the dais) 

3231 Main Street, Oakley, CA 94561 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1) Introductions.  
 
2) Public Comment on items that are not on the agenda. Public comment on 

items on the agenda will be taken with each agenda item (please complete 
a speaker card if you would like to comment on any of the agenda items).   

 
3) Consider APPROVING the Meeting Record from the East Contra 

Costa County Habitat Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing 
Board Meeting on March 21, 2011 and Special Meeting on May 12, 
2011. 

 
4) Consider ACCEPTING the audited financial statements and related 

documents for the Year Ending December 31, 2010. 
 

5) Consider the following actions related to Conservancy finances: 
a) ACCEPT a mid-year status report on the 2011 Conservancy 

Budget. 
b) AUTHORIZE staff to execute contracts amendments for on-going 

consulting services with: 
i. HT Harvey and Associates: Increase the payment limit by $70,000   

from $315,000 to $385,000; and 
ii. Resources Law Group: Increase the payment limit by $40,000 

from $70,000 to $110,000. 
 
6) Consider the following actions to implement the Upper Hess Creek 

Watershed Restoration Project (“Project”): 
a. CONSIDER and APPROVE “CEQA Addendum, Upper Hess 

Creek Watershed Restoration Project, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions” (Addendum), prepared pursuant to CEQA guidelines 
for Greenhouse Gas Emissions adopted in March 2010,  
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subsequent to adoption of the EIR/EIS for the HCP/NCCP.  FIND that impacts of 
Project are fully disclosed and analyzed in the EIR/EIS for the HCP/NCCP and the 
Addendum.  

b. AUTHORIZE Conservancy staff to execute an agreement with the East Bay 
Regional Park District (“District”) for construction of the Project. 

c. AUTHORIZE the payment of $591,225 to the District for construction of the 
Project. 

d. DIRECT Conservancy staff to file a Notice of Determination with the County Clerk 
disclosing Board approval of the Project. 

e. DIRECT Conservancy staff to monitor construction of the Project and inspect final 
improvements to confirm completion of the Project in accordance with the plans 
and specifications. 

 
7) Consider ACCEPTING update from Staff on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s 

proposed Regional General Permit related to the HCP/NCCP. 
 

8) Consider APPROVING the East Contra Costa County Mitigation Fee Update Report 
(“Report”), consistent with requirements in the HCP/NCCP for periodic review of 
HCP/NCCP development fees; PROVIDING the Report to participating cities and the 
County and recommend that they consider revising wetland mitigation fees as 
recommended in the Report; and DIRECTING staff to apply the revised wetland 
mitigation fees in future agreements between the Conservancy and Participating 
Special Entities. [ITEM CONTINUED FROM MARCH 21, 2011] 

 
9) Consider AUTHORIZING the Conservancy to Sponsor the 4th Quadrennial Contra 

Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium.  Consider AUTHORIZING the Chair 
or the Executive Director to sign on to a letter inviting organizations to Sponsor or Co-
Sponsor the 2011 Symposium. 

 
10) Adjourn (next regular meeting on September 21, 2011 at the City of Clayton).  

  
If you have questions about this agenda or desire additional meeting materials, you may contact  

John Kopchik of the Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development  
at 925-335-1227. 

 
The Conservancy will provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in 

this meeting who contact staff at least 24 hours before the meeting. 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: July 22, 2011 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  Governing Board Meeting Record for March 21, 2011 and Special 

Meeting on May 12, 2011 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
APPROVE the Meeting Records from the East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Meeting on March 21, 2011 and 
Special Meeting on May 12, 2011. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
   
Please find the draft meeting records attached.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes    
ACTION OF BOARD ON: July 22, 2011      APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: ______________________ 
OTHER___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
    UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:______________________________   
 NOES:______________________________ 
 ABSENT:___________________________  
 ABSTAIN:__________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING BOARD 
ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

Catherine Kutsuris, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HABITAT 
CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 



Draft Meeting Record  
East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy  

Governing Board Meeting  
March 21, 2011 
City of Pittsburg 

 
1) Introductions. Welcome our new members of the Governing Board. 
 
Governing Board members in attendance were:  

 
Joel Bryant   City of Brentwood 
Hank Stratford  City of Clayton 
Federal Glover Contra Costa County  
Randy Pope  City of Brentwood 
Salvatore Evola           City of Pittsburg 
 
Other Attendees: 
Liam Davis      California Department of Fish and Game 
Randi Adair  California Department of Fish and Game 
Jeanne Chinn  California Department of Fish and Game 
Stephanie Jentsch California Department of Fish and Game 
Mary Pakenham-Walsh United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Teifion Rice-Evans Economic and Planning Systems, Inc 
Chris Barton  East Bay Regional Park District 
Kristi Vahl  City of Pittsburg 
Jodi Bailey                 Save Mount Diablo 
Greg Lamberg  Contra Costa Generating Station, LLC 
Joe Ciolek  Agricultural and Natural Resources Trust of Contra Costa County 
 
Conservancy Staff members in attendance were: 
John Kopchik  Conservancy Staff 
Abby Fateman  Conservancy Staff 
Krystal Hinojosa Conservancy Staff 
C
 

hris Beale  Conservancy Legal Counsel 

 
2) Public Comment. None  
 
3) Consider APPROVING the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Special Meeting of December 
15, 2010. The meeting record was approved. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola) 

 
4) Consider APPROVING the East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservation 

Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan Annual Report 2010. Mr. Kopchik provided 
an overview of the item. Item was approved pending the following modifications: 1) clean up 
any typographical errors, 2) add to Section X (Program Administration) of the Annual Report 
a description of the Implementation Policy Regarding Use of Conservancy Restoration Sites 
for Mitigation of Non-Covered Activities. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola) 
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5) Consider ACCEPTING update from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s regarding 
proposed In-Lieu Fee Program and Regional General Permit related to the 
HCP/NCCP.  Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the item. Mary R. Pakenham-Walsh, 
Project Manager, California Delta Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento 
District Regulatory Division provided an update on recent actions by the Corps on the 
proposed In-Lieu Fee Program and Regional General Permit. Ms Pakenham-Walsh informed 
the Board that the proposed RGP is the first of its kind to be implemented with an 
HCP/NCCP.  The RGP would be designed to ensure that compliance with Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act was closely linked to compliance with the HCP/NCCP.  Only actions 
covered by the HCP/NCCP could be covered under the RGP, the RGP would have a regional 
avoidance premise such as does the HCP/NCCP, and compensatory mitigation required 
under the RGP would be intended to match compensatory mitigation required under the 
HCP/NCCP.  Ms. Pakenham-Walsh went on to discuss coordination with other laws and 
regulations that could and was being pursued through the RGP issuance process, including 
consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act, Section 106 National Historic Preservation Act, and a General 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the State Water resources Control Board and applicable Regional Boards. 
Mr. Evola asked Ms. Pakenham-Walsh if the In-Lieu fee is a new fee and she explained the 
In-Lieu fee program would be set up to accept HCP/NCCP mitigation fees. Mr. Pope 
inquired about which Corps District will take the lead on implementation of the RGP and Ms. 
Pakenham-Walsh stated that the Sacramento District is working with the San Francisco 
District to be designated as the lead Corps District to implement the RGP. Item was approved 
as recommended with additional guidance to Staff as follows: 1) to conduct additional public 
outreach on the In-Lieu Fee Program and the Regional General Permit, 2) present the In-Lieu 
Fee Program to the Board for consideration and adoption when ready. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, 
Glover, Pope, Evola) 

  
6) Consider APPOINTING Board Members to the East County Water Management 

Association Governing Board. Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the item. The item 
was approved with Mr. Pope to serve as the Primary Representative and Mr. Stratford to 
serve as the alternate representative. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola) 

 
7) Consider the following actions related to Conservancy finances: 

a) AUTHORIZE staff to execute a cost-sharing agreement with the East Bay Regional 
Park District for $125,000 for land acquisition and interim land management 
services during 2011.  
Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the item. He explained this item is intended as a 
cost-share with the East Bay Regional Park District for assistance in implementation of 
the land acquisition and preserve management programs. Mr. Evola asked whether a 
scope and budget had been prepared to provide more information on how funds would be 
spent.  Mr. Kopchik stated that the answer is no, there is no up-front detailed budget but 
the agreement does require reporting on how funds are spend.  Mr. Kopchik also 
explained that these land acquisition cost share agreements have been intentionally 
designed to have a very low administrative burden, in part because staff works very 
closely with EBRPD in the performance of land acquisition tasks.  Board Members 
discussed that agreement only had a one year term. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, 
Evola) 

b) AUTHORIZE staff to execute contracts amendments for on-going consulting 
services with: 
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• HT Harvey and Associates: Increase the payment limit by $50,000 from 
$265,000 to $315,000; and 

• Monk and Associates: Increase the payment limit by $10,000 from 46,500 to 
$56,500. 

 
c) APPROVE Resolution No: 2011-01, 2011-02, 2011-03 which authorize Conservancy 

staff to:  
• submit a grant applications to the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) 

for the Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) Local Assistance Grant 
(LAG) program; and 

• enter into a grant agreement to accept such grant funds as are approved by CDFG. 
 
Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of items 7b and 7c. The Board approved both items as 
recommended.  (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola) 
 

 
8) Consider APPROVING the East Contra Costa County Mitigation Fee Update Report 

(“Report”), consistent with requirements in the HCP/NCCP for periodic review of 
HCP/NCCP development fees; PROVIDING the Report to participating cities and the 
County and recommend that they consider revising wetland mitigation fees as 
recommended in the Report; and  DIRECTING staff to apply the revised wetland 
mitigation fees in future agreements between the Conservancy and Participating 
Special Entities. Mr. Kopchik provided a brief overview of the item and introduced 
Teifion Rice-Evans of  Economic and Planning Systems, Inc gave a presentation 
highlighting the mitigation fee audit and recommendations as summarized from the “East 
Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP: 2011 Mitigation Fee Update.” The fee audit 
recommends no adjustments to the development fees, finding that the automatic adjustment 
process resulted in decreases to the original HCP/NCCP fees proportionate to decreases in 
the costs the fees are set to cover. The fee audit also recommends significant increases to 
most of the wetland mitigation fees, though it recommends a decrease to stream fee. Mr. 
Pope expressed concern with raising fees as it may be problematic for developers, 
especially now during the economic downturn. Mr. Kopchik acknowledged the economic 
challenges for projects.  He indicated that developers can conduct their own 
restoration/creation and avoid wetland fees.  He also stated that developers need the 
Conservancy to successfully implement the restoration/creation to mitigate for their 
impacts and it was important for fees to track actual costs. Mr. Pope suggested an economy 
of scale approach in restoration/creation of wetlands at each project site, instead of 
developing several smaller restoration/creation sites. Mr. Evola recommended continuing 
the item to allow Board members and the public more time to review the audit or 
postponing the item for one year.  Mr. Kopchik stated that continuing to the next meeting is 
preferred because the HCP/NCCP requires the fees to be adjusted by March of 2011 so the 
delay should be minimized as much as possible. The Board determined to continue the item 
to the next Board meeting. (5-0: Bryant, Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola).  

 
 
9) Consider AUTHORIZING staff to execute a Participating Special Entity Agreement 

with the Contra Costa Generating Station, LLC to extend take coverage for the Oakley 
Generating Station Project (“OGS Project”).  Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the 
item while Mr. Greg Lamberg representing Contra Costa Generating Station, LLC made a 
presentation on the Project. Mr. Evola and Mr. Glover thanked Radback for bringing this 
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Project to east Contra Costa County. The Item was approved as recommended. (5-0: Bryant, 
Stratford, Glover, Pope, Evola) 

 
 
10) Consider AUTHORIZING staff to execute a Second Amendment to the Participating 

Special Entity Agreement with ConocoPhillips Pipeline Company for the 
ConocoPhillips Line 200 Pipeline Repair Project. Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of 
the item. Mr. Evola asked if there is there a limit in the HCP/NCCP on how many 
Participating Special Entity Projects can receive take coverage. Mr. Kopchik informed him 
there was not. The Item was approved as recommended. (4-0: Bryant, Stratford, Pope, Evola) 

 
11) Consider AUTHORIZING staff to execute an Amendment to the Participating 

Special Entity Agreement with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
for the CC4 Median Buffer and Shoulder Widening Project. Mr. Kopchik provided an 
overview of the item. The Item was approved as recommended. (4-0: Bryant, Stratford, Pope, 
Evola) 

 
12) ACCEPT update on restoration projects under consideration and development: 

a) Authorize staff to further explore and define a proposal for the Conservancy to 
partner with City of Oakley on the Creekside Park Restoration Project  

 Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the item. The Item was approved as recommended. 
(4-0: Bryant, Stratford, Pope, Evola) 

b) Update on Concept Design for the Land Waste Management Restoration Project. 
Mr. Kopchik provided an overview of the item. Mr. Evola asked whether the Conservancy 
can own property in fee and Mr. Kopchik noted that it can. Mr. Kopchik explained that the  
Land Waste Management property will be owned in fee by the Park District when it closes 
escrow in March/April. The Item was approved as recommended. (4-0: Bryant, Stratford, 
Pope, Evola) 

 
13) Discuss possibility of convening special meeting in April.  Discuss Board Member 

interest in a field-trip. The Board expressed an interest in doing field trips in groups of 
two. Staff will explore scheduling a special meeting in April or thereafter.  

 
14) Adjourn (next regular meeting on June 15, 2011 at the City of Oakley).  
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Draft Meeting Record  

East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy  
Governing Board Meeting  

May 12, 2011 
City of Pittsburg 

 
1) Introductions.  
 
Governing Board members in attendance were:  

 
Joel Bryant   City of Brentwood 
Hank Stratford  City of Clayton 
Federal Glover Contra Costa County  
Randy Pope  City of Brentwood 
 
Other Attendees: 
Ben Johnson  Councilman, City of Pittsburg  
 
Conservancy Staff members in attendance were: 
John Kopchik  Conservancy Staff 
Abby Fateman  Conservancy Staff 
Krystal Hinojosa Conservancy Staff 

 
 
1) Introductions.  
 
2) Public Comment. None. 
 
 

Adjourn to Closed Session 
 

3) Closed Session: Conference With Real Property Negotiators  
Property: APN 075-060-008, 075-160-003 and -004, and 
075-200-003 (no address, located south of Pittsburg and south and east of Kirker Pass Road and 
Nortonville Road) 
Agency Negotiators:  John Kopchik and Abigail Fateman 
Negotiating Parties: Conservancy and East Bay Regional Park District 
Under negotiation:  Price and payment terms 
 
 

Reconvene Open Session 
 
Report on any actions taken in Closed Session. The Chair reported that the Board approved 
executing funding and grant agreements for the subject property. 
 
4) Adjourn (next regular meeting was to have been on June 15, 2011 at the City of 
Oakley). Next meeting date to be rescheduled. Staff to work with Board to find an alternate date.  
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CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes   
ACTION OF BOARD ON: July 22, 2011   APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: ______________ 
OTHER:___________________________________________________________________________________
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
___UNANIMOUS 
 AYES: ___________________________ 
 NOES: ___________________________ 
 ABSENT:  ________________________ 
 ABSTAIN: ________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CATHERINE KUTSURIS, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: July 22, 2011 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Audited Financial Statements for 2010 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
ACCEPT the audited financial statements and related documents for the Year Ending 
December 31, 2010. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The joint exercise of powers agreement (JEPA) forming the Conservancy requires periodic 
audits of Conservancy finances and financial safeguards.  State and federal law also require the 
Conservancy to perform certain types of audits.  Maze and Associates, Certified Public 
Accountants, has completed the required independent audits and examinations for 2010.   
 
The three reports prepared by Maze and Associates are listed below and are attached.  The single 
audit reports found the Conservancy to be in compliance with the requirements of each of its 
major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 2010, but it does present two findings. 
One finding the need to summit the single audit to the State Controller and another regarding the 
need for disbursement requests to the State to include all the of the information specified in the 
grant agreements.  The single audit report also include the current status of the finding from prior 
single audit (2009) regarding monitoring of sub-recipients.  
 
Tim Krisch from Maze and Associates will be in attendance at the Governing Board meeting and 
will be available to answer questions. 
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Attachments: 
 

 Basic Financial Statements (for the year ending December 31, 2010) 

 Memorandum on Internal Controls and Required Communications (Year ending 
December 31, 2010) 

 Single Audit Report (Year ending December 31, 2010) 

 

 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  



























































































Agenda Item 5 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
D
 

ATE: July 22, 2011 

T
 

O:  Governing Board 

FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Mid-year 2010 Budget Update and Finances 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Consider the following items related to Conservancy finances: 

a) ACCEPT mid year financial summary.  
b) AUTHORIZE staff to execute contracts amendments for on-going consulting 
services with: 

i. HT Harvey and Associates: Increase the payment limit by $70,000 
from $315,000 to $385,000; and 

ii. Resources Law Group: Increase the payment limit by $40,000 from 
$70,000 to $110,000. 

  
DISCUSSION 
 
Item (a): Attached please find a table entitled, “Mid Year Budget Status: Conservancy's 2011 
Budget” which provides a status report on Conservancy expenditures so far in 2011.  Information 
on revenue to date is also provided. As of June 30, the Conservancy is estimated to have spent 
$4,522,679 and to have received $4,365,037. 
 
As shown in the table, expenditures to date are within the approved budget levels and are 
occurring at a pace to remain under budget limits through the end of the year.  The Program 
Administration budget is being spent at the fastest pace relative to the other categories (on a 
percentage basis).  Administrative costs are reasonably predictable and steady, though more 
administrative work was needed in the first six months of 2011 than is anticipated in the second 
six months (e.g., the Annual Report, the Maze audit and the fee audit are all tasks included in the 
program administration category and costs of these tasks will be mostly limited to the first six  
 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT: YES     
ACTION OF BOARD ON: July 22, 2011

 

 APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:______________________ 
O HER:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS

 

T
 
 

 
_ UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:____________________________   
 NOES:____________________________ 
 ABSENT:____ _____________________  
 ABSTAIN:_________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING 
BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CATHERINE KUTSURIS, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

 

_
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months of 2011).  Nonetheless, staff will need to be very conscious of expenditures in this 
category to ensure we stay within Budget.  Staff is confident that expenditures in this and other 
categories are on a pace to come in under Budget, if not well under Budget.  The pace of land 
acquisition expenditures is not particularly illustrative as substantial expenditures are expected 
soon.  Also given that land acquisition expenditures this year will be mostly covered by grants 
(grants, it should be noted, with strict time limits) and given the Conservancy’s aggressive work 
plan with respect to land acquisition, larger expenditures from this category would be preferable. 
  
Item (b): Staff recommends the actions set forth below with respect to two firms providing on-
going services to the Conservancy.  Both recommended contract amendments are consistent with 
the Conservancy’s approved 2011 Budget.  
 
HT Harvey and Associates:  
The recommendation is to increase the payment limit by $70,000, from $315,000 to $385,000.  
HT Harvey and Associates has an existing time and materials contract with the Conservancy that 
will expire on December 31, 2011.  This contract has a number of associated tasks.  The largest 
task has been the evaluation, design, construction plans and specifications and permitting for the 
Upper Hess Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration Project on the Land Waste Management 
property. HT Harvey has also been the lead on the plan-wide study of non-covered species and 
how the needs of these species are addressed by the HCP/NCCP—a study that will be an asset to 
local agencies and project proponents by facilitating CEQA compliance for projects covered by 
the HCP/NCCP.  HT Harvey has also initiated riparian restoration design on the Ang property.  
 
HT Harvey has done an excellent job with the development of the Upper Hess Creek Watershed 
Habitat Restoration Project.  Staff has been pleased the quality of the work, the attention to 
detail, the promptness of the work and the quality of the design advice.  Feedback from partners 
has also been positive and HT Harvey’s expertise has been invaluable in communicating the 
project to wetland regulatory agencies that we rely on for permits for this project and for the 
proposed Regional General Permit.  
 
As we move into the construction phase of the Upper Hess Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration 
Project, we anticipate relying on the expertise of the design staff at HT Harvey to consult with 
inspectors and Conservancy staff through-out construction.  The prior contract amendment was 
intended to provide sufficient funding to finalize the project plans and specs.  The increased 
contract limit is necessary to cover new work, including the following essential tasks related to 
the Upper Hess Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration Project: 

 Support during the construction bidding process, including attendance of the pre-
bid meeting and assistance with Requests for Information and Addenda (though 
the current contract budget is exhausted, HT Harvey provided this assistance in 
advance of contract amendment as a courtesy); 

 Assistance with preparing the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan required by 
the State Board; 

 Project survey and layout: The Construction contract provides that the 
construction contractor will rely on the Conservancy for these services; 

 Preparation of additional materials in response to contractor requests for 
information and change orders (modified design pages if needed); 
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 Support with construction oversight, which we anticipate will require a site visit 
approximately once per week; and 

 Assistance/guidance with permit compliance    
 
In addition to work on the Upper Hess Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration Project, the 
recommended amendment is needed to provide the funding to finalize the report analyzing the 
benefits of the HCP/NCCP on species not covered by the HCP/NCCP and to finish a design and 
report for riparian restoration on the Ang property. 
 
The design and construction of the project is funded through a grant from the State Water 
Resources Control Board, IRWMP Prop 50 grant. Staff anticipates that the bulk of the cost of 
this amendment will be born by this grant (and the costs of the report riparian at Ang will be 
born by a separate grant). Likewise, the proposed contract amendment with HT Harvey is 
consistent with the Conservancy’s approved Budget for 2011. 
 
Resources Law Group: 
The recommendation is to authorize staff to amend an existing contract for legal services with 
Resources Law Group to increase the payment limit by $40,000, from $70,000 to $110,000.  
Resources Law Group (“RLG”) is the Conservancy’s legal counsel. RLG continues to provide 
critical assistance on a variety of tasks, including: 

• Legal support to regional wetlands permitting effort; 
• Review of agreements related to covering Participating Special Entities under the 

HCP/NCCP (such costs are passed on to applicants following execution of the Agreement 
but the work is performed under this contract); 

• Support with the Conservancy’s land acquisition and restoration programs, including 
assistance with funding agreements, grant agreements, restoration agreements and cost-
share agreements and coordination with funding agencies; 

• Support with the Conservancy’s legislative program, including support on the mitigation 
as match issue, advocating for federal funds, support with legislative analysis; and 

• General day-to-day legal support to the Conservancy. 
 
The recommended contract amendment is necessary to provide sufficient funding to continue 
these critical tasks for the remainder of 2011.  More work is needed from Resources Law Group 
than was originally anticipated, largely due to: (i) the complexity of the Oakley Generating 
Station Participating Special Entity Agreement and CEQA process (these costs have been 
reimbursed by the applicant but the work was performed under this contract); (ii) an increase in 
the pace and urgency of work on regional wetlands permitting, including initiating work on a in-
lieu fee instrument; (iii) more work than expected to assist the Conservancy with protecting and 
accessing its state and federal grant funding sources. 
 
The recommended contract amendment is consistent with the recommended 2011 Conservancy 
Budget.  
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A B C D= B + C E= A minus D F= E/A*100

Approved 
2011 

Conservancy 
Budget 1

Expenditures 
as of 6/30/11 2

Projected 
Expenditures 

for work 
performed 

before 6-30-11 
but not yet 

paid

Total 
Expenditures 
thru 6/30/10 
(Actual plus 
Projected)

Budget 
Amount 

Remaining

Percent 
Remaining

a
Program Administration and Permitting Program $606,981 $323,993 $20,000 $343,993 $262,989 43%

Land Acquisition $14,025,099 $3,702,506 $6,000 $3,708,506 $10,316,593 74%

Management, Restoration & Recreation Planning & Design $303,259 $226,540 $8,000 $234,540 $68,719 23%

Habitat Restoration/Creation $843,259 $69,794 $10,000 $79,794 $763,465 91%

Environmental Compliance $165,770 $61,488 $14,000 $75,488 $90,282 54%

HCP/NCCP Preserve Management and Maintenance $264,257 $4,460 $0 $4,460 $259,797 98%

Monitoring, Research, and Adaptive Management $263,817 $75,898 $0 $75,898 $187,918 71%

Remedial Measures $6,000 $0 $0 $0 $6,000 100%

Contingency Fund (5% of non-land acquisition costs) $122,367 $0 $0 $0 $122,367 100%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $16,600,808 $4,464,679 $58,000 $4,522,679 $12,078,130 73%

$689,937

$3,675,100

$4,365,037

-$157,641

$1,474,000

Notes:

GRANT REVENUE YTD (through 6/30/11)

TOTAL  REVENUES YTD (through 6/30/11)

Mid Year Budget Status: Conservancy's 2011 Budget

ESTIMATED FUNDS IN CONSERVANCY ACCOUNTS, JULY 12, 20113

(expenditures and revenues include Conservancy's own funds as well as grant funds disbursed on behalf of the Conservancy)

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YTD REVENUES & EXPENDITURES (projected)

(2) Cost for work performed but not yet billed is not included. Projections in Column C include these amounts. 

FEE REVENUES YEAR TO DATE (YTD) (through 6/30/11)

Expenditures

(1) Budget amounts do not reflect augmentation formulas.  The approved Budget allowed the expenditure limits for certain categories to increase in proportion to 
revenues.  These augmentations are not included here in order to keep the comparison of expenditures to budget simple and conservative.

(3) Does not include more than $15M in grant revenue that has been approved but will be received after 6-30-2011. Nor does the fund balance include the California 
Wildlife Foundation account which is held in trust for the Conservancy but is controlled by the wildlife agencies.  That account has a current balance of more than $3.6M. 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
D
 

ATE: July 22, 2011 

T
 

O:  Governing Board 

FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Update on the Regional General Permit 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
ACCEPT an update from Staff on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s proposed 
Regional General Permit related to the HCP/NCCP. 
  
DISCUSSION 

BACKGROUND 
 
On March 22,  2011, Mary R. Pakenham-Walsh, Project Manager, California Delta 
Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento Regulatory Division (“Corps”) 
provided an update to the Governing Board on recent actions by the Corps on the 
proposed RGP. The Governing Board accepted the update, directed Staff to conduct 
additional public outreach on the RGP and directed staff to bring the proposed In Lieu 
Fee Program back to the Board for consideration and adoption once it was ready. 
Attached please find the staff report presented to the Board at the March 2011 meeting 
which has additional background information. 
 
Over the last several months, staff has held a public workshop regarding the RGP and has 
provided on-going technical support to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as they prepare 
to issue an RGP.  The purpose of this report is to provide a brief update on these matters.  
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND OUTREACH EFFORTS 

On June 22, 2011 Conservancy Staff hosted an Informational Workshop on Coordinating 
Species Permitting under the East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP with Federal 
Wetlands Regulation. The intent of the Workshop was to provide information on the 
proposed RGP and give the public an opportunity to ask questions and make suggestions. 
The Workshop consisted of a panel of regulators which included the following:   

• Kate Dadey & Mary Pakenham-Walsh, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
• Randi Adair & Jeanne Chinn, California Department of Fish and Game 
• Stephanie Jentsch, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Presentations were made by John Kopchik, Ms. Dadey and Ms. Pakenham-Walsh.  The 
three of them and the remainder of the panel then answered questions. The public turnout 
was strong, with approximately 33 people attending to hear the presentations and ask 
questions.  Attendees represented a broad spectrum of organizations interested in the 
HCP/NCCP and the proposed RGP, including consultants that perform project permitting 
for private and public projects in the area, public agency representatives (including 
representatives from the participating cities and the County), private developers, 
conservation organizations and representatives from private mitigation banking 
companies.   Staff believes the workshop was very well received.  

Other public outreach efforts in the past year on this topic include a presentation by the 
Corps and Conservancy Staff in March 2011 to the Contra Costa Council Land Use Task 
Force, discussion of this topic at various quarterly meetings of the Conservancy’s Public 
Advisory Committee, a presentation and panel on this topic at the annual Vacaville 
conference on HCPs in November 2010 which was attended by more than 150 people and 
hosted by the Conservancy and others who are part of the Northern California 
Conservation Planning Partners, and presentations by staff at legal/environmental affairs 
conferences in San Francisco in September 2010 and in Sacramento in June 2010.  

RGP STATUS UPDATE 

During the Information Workshop on June 22, 2011 the Corps announced that the South 
Pacific Division of the Corps (which oversees both the Sacramento and San Francisco 
Districts), has officially designated authority to the Sacramento District to act as the lead 
Corps District for all required actions associated with issuing a RGP. Furthermore, under 
the RGP, the Sacramento District will have the responsibility to verify all activities under 
the HCP/NCCP that qualify for the RGP within both with the Sacramento and San 
Francisco districts. Designation of one lead Corps District was a goal for the 
Conservancy.  

In June of 2011, the Corps Sacramento District initiated programmatic consultation on 
the RGP under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  At the same time, the Corps Sacramento District also requested a General 401 
Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the State 
Water Resources Control Board for activities that would be authorized under the Corps 
proposed implementation of the RGP.  Completion of a Biological Opinion by the U.S. 
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Fish and Wildlife Service and a 401 Water Quality Certification by the State Board 
(and/or by the appropriate Regional Boards) would further coordinate the natural 
resources permitting process with the HCP/NCCP and provide improved streamlining 
and assurances to project proponents. The State Water Resources Control Board and the 
two Regional Boards with jurisdiction in the HCP/NCCP Plan Area (Central Valley 
RWQCB and San Francisco Bay RWQCB) have been involved in the process of 
developing the HCP/NCCP and associated permit programs for wetlands and waters for 
years (and, of course, the USFWS was the initial proponent of the HCP, has approved the 
HCP, and is assisting with implementation). The Water Board has previously identified 
challenges with certification of the RGP, however current conversations among staff 
from the State and Regional Boards, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and 
Corps Sacramento District indicate that there is an eagerness to try to resolve these 
challenges.  

The Sacramento District of the Corps has expressed interest in issuing the RGP very 
soon, anticipating that work on the Section 7 consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and on the 401 Water Quality Certification with the State and Regional Boards 
would continue after RGP issuance.  The proposed In Lieu Fee Instrument, the agreement 
that would memorialize payment of the HCP/NCCP fees as eligible mitigation under the 
RGP, would also follow issuance of the RGP.  Conservancy staff has initiated drafting 
the In Lieu Fee Instrument and will report to the Board on this matter at an upcoming 
meeting.  Until the In Lieu Fee Instrument is in place, Conservancy staff will continue to 
work with Corps and other agencies on a case-by-case basis to try to coordinate wetland 
mitigation and the HCP/NCCP.  Since the Conservancy has already constructed several 
wetland restoration projects, the Conservancy is in a much better position to provide such 
coordination than it would be otherwise. 

 
Attachments: 

• March 2011 Report to the Board on Corps Presentation 
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coordinating such a permit with other laws and regulations.  In 2010, the Conservancy 
also prepared and submitted a Prospectus for an In Lieu Fee Program to be considered for 
approval by the Corps.  Such approval would sanction payment of HCP/NCCP fees as 
suitable mitigation under Corps permits and with the proposed Regional General Permit 
would achieve significant integration of wetland and species regulations.  

Attending the meeting to provide an update on recent actions by the Corps will be Mary 
R. Pakenham-Walsh, Project Manager, California Delta Branch, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento Regulatory Division (Corps).  

The Corps recently released Public Notices inviting public comment on two separate but 
related processes intended to coordinate the Corps regulation of impacts to wetlands with 
implementation of the HCP/NCCP.  A summary of the two actions is provided below: 

• In Lieu Fee (ILF) Program: On January 12, 2011, the Corps issued a Public Notice 
on a proposal by the Conservancy to establish an In-Lieu Fee (ILF) program in 
accordance with the federal “Mitigation Rule” (33 CFR Part 332).  The proposed ILF 
program would be implemented in conjunction with the East Contra Costa County 
Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP).  
The comment period closed on February 14, 2011.  The Public Notice, ILF 
Prospectus and the seven comments that were submitted on the Notice and ILF are 
attached.  

• Regional General Permit (RGP): On February 16, 2011, the Corps issued a Public 
Notice on their proposal to issue a Regional General Permit (RGP) for activities that 
would cause no more than minimal adverse impacts to the aquatic environment within 
the Plan Area of the East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural 
Community Conservation Plan.  The purpose of the proposed RGP would be to 
expedite Department of the Army (DA) authorization of recurring activities that are 
similar in nature and would have minimal individual and cumulative impacts on the 
aquatic environment. The proposed RGP is part of an overall strategy envisioned in 
the HCP/NCCP to balance the protection of important natural resources with long-
term economic development in the area covered by the Plan. One of the central 
premises of the proposed RGP is that for purposes of Section 404, the requirement to 
avoid and minimize impacts to waters of the U.S., the RGP would recognize the 
regional avoidance strategy adopted by the HCP/NCCP. Use of the RGP would be 
intended to reduce the amount of paperwork and time required to authorize qualifying 
activities.   The comment period closed on March, 2011.  The Public Notice, Draft 
RGP and the Conservancy’s comment letter is attached. 

 
Attachments:  

• Public Notice of Proposed In-Lieu Fee (ILF) Program and Draft ILF Prospectus Proposed 
by Conservancy 

• Public Notice on Proposal to Issue a Regional General Permit (RGP) and Draft RGP 
• Public comments received by the Corps on ILF 
• Commments submitted by Conservancy on RGP 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
D
 

ATE: July 22, 2011 

T
 

O:  Governing Board 

FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Sponsorship of the 4th Quadrennial Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed 

Symposium 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
AUTHORIZE the Conservancy to Sponsor the 4th Quadrennial Contra Costa County Creek 
and Watershed Symposium.  AUTHORIZE the Chair or the Executive Director to sign to a 
letter inviting organizations to Sponsor or Co-Sponsor the 2011 Symposium. 
 
DISCUSSION
 
The 4th Quadrennial Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium (“Symposium”) 
entitled the “Contra Costa County Watersheds: Changing Landscapes, Evolving Perspectives” is 
an event which provides an opportunity for interested individuals representing a wide variety of 
organizations and perspectives to assemble and learn about timely and significant issues regarding 
the health of creeks and watersheds. The day long Symposium will be held at the Antioch 
Community Center on November 17, 2011 and will focus on a variety of issues related to creeks 
and watersheds, including the Delta, the need for and value of watershed stewardship (particularly 
in East County), how the landscape and natural resource constraints have changed since western 
settlement, how neighboring regions grapple with these challenges and the many public and 
private organizations working on these matters here at home.  
 
The Symposium is being organized through the Contra Costa Watershed Forum (“CCWF”).  The 
CCWF is an open committee of some fifty organizations, including state and local agencies, local 
non-profit environmental and education organizations, community volunteer groups, and private 
citizens.  The work of CCWF participants is premised on the notion that actions in a watershed are 
inter-related and, therefore, that broad participation and cooperation is needed to affect change.  
Members of the CCWF work together to find common approaches to making our water resources  

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT: YES    
ACTION OF BOARD ON: July 22, 2011
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healthy, functional, attractive and safe community assets.  Staff from the Contra Costa County 
Department of Conservation and Development (the same staff that support the Conservancy) and 
the Flood Control and Water Conservation District provide staff support to the CCWF.   
 
The past three quadrennial symposia had an attendance of between 250 and 350 people.  The cost 
to attend has traditionally been minimal or free. The 2011 event is proposed to be free, though 
participants will be asked to pay for the cost of the provided lunch.  Sponsorship contributions 
make this possible by covering the cost of facility rental, rental equipment (the Symposium will 
probably need to rent a stage, an audience response by text message service, etc.) light 
refreshments (e.g. bagels, juice and coffee), production of all printed materials, postage and a 
small portion of the cost of an event coordinator (the majority of the cost of the event coordinator 
will be covered by a grant from the Flood Control District).  County staff time and the staff time 
of other organizations helping to plan the event is an in-kind contribution by those entities. 
 
Though sponsorship is not a prerequisite, benefits of the event to the Conservancy would include 
being able to host a table and/or display posters at the Symposium, having a fact sheet on the 
Conservancy be included in conference materials, and being included in the short presentation 
section of the event where groups active in the community have an opportunity to speak on behalf 
of their organization. As a sponsor, the Conservancy will be represented in the outreach efforts 
including recognition in materials promoting the symposium and in materials distributed at the 
symposium.  The event will be an opportunity for the Conservancy to complete some important 
and necessary public outreach. 
 
Staff is requesting the Board consider Sponsoring or Co-Sponsoring the event, as well as signing a 
letter inviting other organizations to Sponsor or Co-Sponsor. Sponsorship requires a minimum 
contribution of $1000 or in-kind services of equal or greater value.  For Co-Sponsorship, the 
minimum contribution is $100 or in-kind services of equal or greater value.   
 
BACKGROUND MATERIALS 
The 2007 Symposium agenda and registration brochure is attached to this memo as a sample of 
they type of program that will be developed for this event.  Sponsors and Co-sponsor are listed on 
this and other printed and electronic materials.  Sponsors and co-sponsors of the 2007 Symposium 
include (but are not limited to): Contra Costa County, Contra Costa Water District, East Bay 
Regional Park District, Mt. View Sanitary District, California Coastal Conservancy, Save Mount 
Diablo, California Department of Fish and Game, Friends of Alhambra Creek, the Contra Costa 
Resource Conservation District and many more (see attached materials for complete list).  
 
The Contra Costa Watershed Forum will be soliciting sponsorship and co-sponsorship of the 
Symposium through distribution of a letter signed by a coalition of organizations describing the 
event and urging support.  The letter sent in 2007 is attached.  Staff is recommending that the 
Chair or Executive Director be authorized to sign a similar such letter this year on behalf of the 
Conservancy. 
  

Attachments:   
• 2007 Invitation to Sponsor or Co-Sponsor the Symposium Cover Letter 
• 2007 Symposium Brochure 
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Subject:  Invitation to Sponsor or Co-sponsor the Third Quadrennial  
Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium 

          August 22, 2007 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam; 
 
A group of local government, regulatory agencies, and non-governmental organizations is in the process of planning a 
one-day symposium to be held November 15, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. at the Shadelands Arts Center in Walnut Creek on the 
subject of planning and managing creeks and watersheds in Contra Costa County.  The preliminary title for the event is 
Contra Costa County Watersheds: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.  The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the 
forthcoming symposium and to invite your participation in and/or financial support for hosting what we hope will be a 
constructive and valuable event. 
 
More than 300 people attended the first two symposia in 1999 and 2003.  The 1999 event was the catalyst for the 
formation of the Contra Costa Watershed Forum (CCWF), a partnership organization of government agencies and non-
profit organizations working to identify common ground on multi-objective enhancements to the health of creeks and 
watersheds in the County.  The 2003 event was coordinated by the CCWF and was the venue for release of the Contra 
Costa County Watershed Atlas.  In 2001 and 2005, the CCWF hosted a series of evening symposia in different areas of 
the County to provide an opportunity for local residents who may not be able to come to an all day conference to learn 
about watersheds in the County.  Each session was attended by 60 to 150 people.   
 
To continue the tradition of public involvement in creek and watershed issues, the 2007 Symposium is intended to 
accomplish the following: 
   

a) Improve outreach on creek and watershed issues and seek to involve individuals and groups that have not been 
involved before; 

b) Identify what the Forum and others (i.e. individual Forum participants) accomplished in the past four years and 
lessons learned; 

c) Recognize individuals who have made exceptional contributions to watersheds in the County; 
d) Identify functions and responsibilities of creek-related organizations (Flood Control, Contra Costa Clean Water 

Program, watershed organizations, environmental education organizations, etc.); 
e) Explore the historical conditions in our creeks and watersheds to better understand the challenges and 

opportunities we face today; 
f) Learn about innovative activities in other areas of the state, including the City of San Luis Obispo; 
g) Take a Contra Costa-focused look at the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, its problems and proposed solutions; and 
h) Consider what the future could and should hold for our creeks and watersheds. 

 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY CREEK AND WATERSHED SYMPOSIUM 

~~  A Project of the Contra Costa Watershed Forum  ~~ 



Your involvement in helping to conduct this event and achieve these objectives would be most welcome.  Please consider 
joining this effort as a recognized Sponsor or Co-Sponsor.  By participating in the following ways, you can help ensure 
that the event enjoys broad participation and that the price to attend is modest. 
 
Symposium Sponsors provide one or more of the following: 

a) contribute $1000 or more to the symposium and /or related activities 
b) play a substantial role in, and contribute  significant time to, planning, developing and hosting the creek and 

watershed symposium 
 
Symposium Co-Sponsors provide one or more of the following: 

a) contribute $100 or more to the symposium and/or related activities 
b) agree to send at least one  representative to the creek and watershed symposium and assist with developing 

and hosting the symposium by either participating in finalizing the preliminary symposium agenda and other 
materials, setting up a poster or small display at the symposium or assisting the registration desk on the day of 
the symposium. 

 
Sponsors and Co-Sponsors identified by October 1, 2007 will be recognized in printed announcements for the symposium.  
If you would like to register your interest in sponsoring or co-sponsoring this event, wish to provide comments on the 
information in this letter, or would simply like to receive more information or help out, please contact Kae Ono at the 
Contra Costa County Community Development Department (phone 925-335-1230; Fax:  925-335-1299; e-mail:  
kono@cd.co.contra-costa.ca.us; address:  651 Pine Street, North Wing-Fourth Floor, Martinez, CA 94553).  Please make 
your check payable to Contra Costa County Community Development Department, Attn:  Creek and Watershed 
Symposium. 
 
We hope this information on the upcoming Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium is helpful and that you 
will consider becoming involved.  Please join in making this event a positive step towards improving our creeks and 
watersheds.  
 
Sincerely,  
                  Supervisor Mary Piepho 
                  Chair, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 

Mayor Sue Rainey 
City of Walnut Creek 

  

Don P. Freitas 
Contra Costa Clean Water Program 
Manager 

Daniel Pellegrini 
Chair, Contra Costa County 
Fish and Wildlife Committee 
 

Mitch Avalon 
Deputy Chief Engineer, Contra 
Costa County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District 

Carol Arnold 
District Manager, Contra Costa 
Resource Conservation District 

 
 
 

William Chilson 
Watershed and Lands Manager, 
Contra Costa Water District 

 
 
 
Steve Abbors 
Manager of Watershed and 
Recreation, East Bay Municipal 
Utility District 

 
 
 
Shirley Skaredoff 
Chair, Friends of Alhambra Creek 

 
 
 
Joe Mariotti 
Chair, Friends of Pinole Creek 
Watershed 

 

 

  

David R. Contreras 
District Manager, Mt View 
Sanitary District 

Linus Eukel 
Executive Director, Muir 
Heritage Land Trust 

Rich Walkling 
Project Manager, Natural Heritage 
Institute 

Bruce Wolfe 
Executive Officer, SF Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

   

Ron Brown 
Executive Director,  
Save Mount Diablo 

Phil Stevens 
Executive Director, Urban 
Creeks Council 
 

Pat O’Brien 
General Manager, East Bay 
Regional Park District 
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CONTRA COSTA 
COUNTY WATERSHEDS:

To
:

Cost:              $20 (Advanced payment by check perferred)

Lunch:             Provided.  
Registration:   

     
 Mail to:             CCC-C&W Symposium
                    651 Pine Street, 4th Flr., North Wing
                     Martinez, CA 94553
                     Attn:  Kae Ono  
 FAX to:       
 EMAIL to:     
 ONLINE at:  

For more information, call (925) 335-1230 
or visit www.cocowaterweb.org

REGISTRATION FORM
Creek and Watershed Symposium

Name:
Title:
Affi liation (if any):
Address:

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Lunch Selection:    Meat  Vegetarian

CREEK AND WATERSHED SYMPOSIUM

3rd Quadrennial
Contra Costa County

November 15, 2007 
Walnut Creek, CA

City of Walnut Creek
Contra Costa Clean Water Program

CCC Board of Supervisors
CCC Community Development Department

CCC Fish and Wildlife Committee
CCC Flood Control and Water Conservation District

Contra Costa Resource Conservation District
Contra Costa Watershed Forum
East Bay Regional Park District

Friends of Alhambra Creek
Mt. View Sanitary District

The Dow Chemical Company
Urban Creeks Council

SYMPOSIUM SPONSORS

Agricultural-Natural Resources Trust of CCC
California Department of Fish and Game

California Coastal Conservancy
California Invasive Plant Council

City of Clayton
City of Concord

City of Lafayette Creeks Committee
Contra Costa County Farm Bureau

Contra Costa Water District
East Bay Municipal Utility District

Friends of Five Creeks
Friends of Mt. Diablo Creek

Friends of Pinole Creek Watershed
Friends of the Creeks

KIDS for the BAY
LifeGarden

Natural Heritage Institute 
Save Mount Diablo

San Francisco Bay Joint Venture
San Francisco Estuary Institute
San Francisco Estuary Project

San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board
SPAWNERS c/o The Watershed Project

The Watershed Project
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Walnut Creek Open Space Foundation

SYMPOSIUM CO-SPONSORS

Shadelands Arts Center

Checks payable to: Contra Costa County Community Development Department
Sorry, no credit cards accepted.  Cash payments at door OK.

Check box if you do not want contact information 
included in attendance list:

Vegan

(925) 335-1299
kono@cd.cccounty.us
www.cocowaterweb.org

Including a 

Panel Discussion on the Delta 

and the Peripheral Canal !

Please register no later than November 8th to     
guarantee a seat and meal.  Unregistered attendees  
will be accommodated to the extent possible. 

Send Registration Information by:

Date:    November 15, 2007
Location:   City of Walnut Creek’s
    Shadelands Arts Center
    111 North Wiget Lane at
     Ygnacio Valley Road

I-6
80

Hwy 24

Treat Blvd

Ygnacio Valley Road

Bancroft Road

Oak
G

rove Road

Walnut Ave

Lennon Ln

N. Wiget Ln

Shadelands

Driv
e

Shadelands
Arts Center

PH
BART

WC
BART

N

HOW TO GET THERE:
     Public Transit:  From BART Pleasant Hill station. take County     
     Connection Bus #107.  
     From Hwy 680 North/Hwy 24 East:  Exit at Ygnacio Valley Road.    
     Turn right.  Follow Ygnacio 3 miles.  Turn left at North Wiget Lane.  
     From Hwy 680 South:  Exit at Treat Blvd.  Turn left on Oak Park.    
     Turn left on Treat.  Follow Treat 1 mile. Turn right on Bancroft.  Turn  
     left on Ygnacio.  Turn left on N. Wiget Lane. 



  WHAT IS HAPPENING TODAY IN CONTRA COSTA
11:10 Contra Costa Watershed Forum Overview 
 Kae Ono and Abby Fateman, Contra Costa  County Community Development Department
11:15 Who Is Doing What Where? A Whirlwind Tour of What Is Being Done Now By A Wide Array 
 of Organizations To Improve the Health of Creeks and Watersheds in the County

  LESSONS FROM THE PAST
9:30 Why the Past Matters: Understanding our Watersheds through Historical Analysis 
 Mitch Avalon, Deputy Chief Engineer, Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water
 Conservation District
9:40 Historical Ecological Assessment of Contra Costa Watersheds: An Introduction 
 Robin Grossinger, Historical Ecology Program Manager, San Francisco Estuary Institute
10:05 Cultural and Human History of Contra Costa Watersheds: How Native Peoples Shaped 
 the Environment  
 Mark Hylkema, Archaeologist, California State Parks
10:30 Break
10:45 The 30th Anniversary of the Mount Diablo Fire of 1977: A First Hand Account of an Event 
 that Continues to Infl uence How We Manage Our Watersheds 
 Bob Doyle, Assistant General Manager, East Bay Regional Park District  

  WHAT THE FUTURE MAY HOLD
2:10 Learning From Pioneers: The City of San Luis Obispo’s Efforts to Incorporate the Health of 
 Creeks and Watersheds in Their Visions for the City 
 Dr. Neil Havlik, Natural Resources Manager, City of San Luis Obispo 
2:45 Break
3:00 Pinole Creek Watershed Restoration: From Vision to Reality 
 Drew Goetting, Restoration Design Group
3:25 General Comments From the Audience 
3:40 The World Shrinks, the World Expands:  Watersheds and Relocalization

Rob Thayer, Professor Emeritus of Landscape Architecture, University of California at Davis  
 and Visiting  Professor in the Department of Landscape Architecture and  Environmental   
 Planning, University of California at Berkeley
4:10 Concluding Remarks - Don Freitas
4:15 Adjourn

1:00 Overview Presentation: Worsening Crisis in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
 Robert Twiss, Professor Emeritus, University of California at Berkeley, Department of  
 Landscape Architecture and  Environmental Planning
1:15 Panel Discussion: 25 Years After Rejecting the Peripheral Canal Should Contra Costa 
 Residents Give This Issue a Fresh Look?

Moderator:  Sunne Wright McPeak, President and CEO of California Emerging   
                Technology Fund and Member of the Governor’s Delta Vision                        
    Blue Ribbon Task Force

Panelists: Byron Buck, Principal, Byron Buck and Associates
   Greg Gartrell, Assistant General Manager, Contra Costa Water District 
   Tom Graff, Senior Attorney, Environmental Defense
   Jerry Meral, former Executive Director 
    Planning and Conservation League
   Dante Nomellini, General Manager and Co-Counsel    
    Central Delta Water Agency

 MAJOR DECISIONS FOR THE DELTA

8:30 Registration Begins.  Poster Session. 
9:00 Convene 2007 Symposium - Don Freitas, Master of Ceremonies and Manager, Contra Costa
 Clean Water Program 
9:10 Welcoming remarks -  Honorable Sue Rainey, Mayor, City of Walnut Creek 

Welcoming remarks -  Honorable Susan Bonilla
         Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, District IV

Introductory remarks - Honorable George Miller
    U.S. House of Representatives, 7th District (invited)

AGENDA

PURPOSE OF THE EVENT
11:45 Remembering a Forefather of Clean Water Policies: Dr. Teng-Chung Wu 
 David Contreras, General Manager, Mountain View Sanitary District
11:50  Presentation of the 2007 Contra Costa Watershed Forum Awards 
12:05 Lunch  (Courtesy of Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee Chefs)

Yesterday 

y

The 3rd Quadrennial Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium, Contra Costa County Watersheds: 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, will be held on November 15, 2007 in Walnut Creek.  The purpose of the event is 
to provide a venue where interested individuals representing a wide variety of organizations and perspectives can  
assemble and learn about timely and signifi cant issues regarding the health of creeks and watersheds.  Noteworthy 
aspects of the event include an emphasis on understanding past conditions and events, a comprehensive over-
view of current activities and who is behind them, inspirational initiatives from inside and outside the region,  trends, 
challenges and opportunities over the long term, and a discussion on the crisis in the Delta and renewed calls for 
construction of a peripheral canal.  You are cordially invited to attend.

“Today” Continued...
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