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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: May 10, 2012 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  Governing Board Meeting Record for January 11, 2012 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
APPROVE the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Meeting of January 11, 2012. 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
   
Please find the draft meeting record attached.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes    
ACTION OF BOARD ON: May 10, 2012      APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED______ 
OTHER___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
    UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:     
 NOES: 
 ABSENT:  
 ABSTAIN:  
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING BOARD 
ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

Catherine Kutsuris, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HABITAT 
CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 
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Draft Meeting Record  
East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy  

Governing Board Meeting  
January 11, 2012 

City of Brentwood 
 

1) Introductions.  
 
Governing Board members in attendance were:  

 
Joel Bryant   City of Brentwood 
Sal Evola   City of Pittsburg  
Mary Piepho  Contra Costa County 
Randy Pope  City of Oakley 
Hank Stratford  City of Clayton 
           
Other Attendees: 
Randi Adair  CA Department of Fish and Game 
Seth Adams   Save Mount Diablo 
Chris Beale  Resources Law Group 
Sam Boucchini BART 
Peter Colby  Contra Costa Water District 
Mark Dana  BART 
Donald Dean  BART  
Jim Gwerder  Souza Realty and Development 
Rod Jeung  BART 
Way Lind   BART 
 
Conservancy Staff members in attendance were: 
Abby Fateman  Conservancy Staff 
Krystal Hinojosa Conservancy Staff 
John Kopchik  Conservancy Staff 
Catherine Kutsuris Secretary of the Conservancy 
 
2) Public Comment. Supervisor Piepho requested that the meeting be adjourned in 

memory of Hulet Hornbeck.  
 
3) Consider APPROVING the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County 
Habitat Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Meetings of September 29, 
2011 and October 19, 2011. The meeting record was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, 
Piepho, Pope, Stratford) 
 
4) Consider the following Governing Board administrative matters:  

a) ACKNOWLEDGE and welcome new Conservancy Chair and Vice Chair 
b) DETERMINE Governing Board meeting time and locations in 2012.  
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c) DETERMINE procedure for accommodating requests by cities participating 
in the Conservancy and/or the County to pre-designate a replacement for the 
designated Board Member and Alternate. 

Items 4a and 4c were approved as recommended. Regarding item 4b, the Board 
recommended that Conservancy staff work with the Board members to develop a 
proposed schedule for 2012 Governing Board meetings. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, 
Pope, Stratford) 
 
5) Consider DETERMINING representation on Public Advisory Committee (PAC) 
for 2012 and process for filling vacancy. The Board directed staff to recruit potential 
Public Advisory Members to fill the “Rural and Suburban Resident” vacancy on the PAC 
from multiple sources, as recommended by the PAC.  The received applications should 
be presented to the Board at the next meeting for them to make a selection to fill the 
vacancy. The item was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, Pope, Stratford) 
 
6) Consider AUTHORIZING staff to execute a Second Amendment to the 
Participating Special Entity Agreement with Equilon Enterprises dba Shell Oil 
Products for the Coalinga-Avon Pipeline Repair Project.  Ms. Hinojosa provided an 
overview of the amendment.  The item was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, Pope, 
Stratford) 
 
7) Consider AUTHORIZING staff to execute a Participating Special Entity 
Agreement with the San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District for the eBART 
Phase II Project. Ms. Hinojosa provided an overview of the Participating Special Entity 
Agreement and permit requirements for the proposed project. BART representatives 
presented an overview of the project. Board members posed several clarifying questions 
for staff and for BART.  The item was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, Pope, 
Stratford) 

 
8) Consider APPROVING the 2012 Conservancy Work Plan. Mr. Kopchik provided 
a summary of the 2012 Work plan.  The Board directed staff to keep the pursuit of 
regional wetlands permitting a top priority. The Board also indicated that the Work Plan 
document was a helpful document and should continue to be prepared in future years. 
The item was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, Pope, Stratford) 
 
9) Consider the following actions related to legislative matters: 

a) ADOPT the 2012 Legislative Platform; 
b) ADOPT Resolution 2012-01 to support working together with agencies from 
across California to request that the United States Congress increase overall 
funding of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Cooperative Endangered Species 
Fund from approximately $47 million  to $80 million in the Fiscal Year 2013 
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations bill; 
c) AUTHORIZE the Chair or staff, as appropriate, to communicate items on 
the Platform to relevant members and staff of the U.S Congress and the 
California Legislature, relevant federal and state agencies, potential advocacy 
partners and others; 
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d) AUTHORIZE payment of $5,000 as membership dues for the California 
Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition in 2012. 

Mr. Kopchik presented the legislative matters.  The items were approved as 
recommended with additional direction to Staff on the Legislative Platform as follows: 1) 
modify the request in Item 1 which states “increase in Section 6 funding” to “restore 
Section 6 funding;” 2) add an additional item to the Legislative Platform, known as Item 
8, for coordination of wetland permitting with species permitting; 3) minor spelling 
corrections to Legislative Platform as needed. The item was approved. (5-0, Bryant, 
Evola, Piepho, Pope, Stratford) 
 
10) Consider the following actions related to Conservancy finances: 

a) APPROVE the 2012 Conservancy Budget.  Mr. Kopchik presented to 2012 
Conservancy budget.  This item (10a) was approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, Piepho, 
Pope, Stratford) 

b) AUTHORIZE staff to execute annual contracts for on-going consulting 
services with: 

 ICF Jones and Stokes: not to exceed $280,000 for the term from January 1, 
2012 through December 31, 2012; 

 H.T. Harvey and Associates: not to exceed $65,000 for the term from 
January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012;  

 Nomad Ecology: not to exceed $63,000 for the term from January 1, 2012 
through December 31, 2012; 

 Restoration Resources: not to exceed $50,000 for the term from January 1, 
2012 through December 31, 2012;  

 Monk and Associates: not to exceed $50,000 for the term January 1, 2012 
through December 31, 2012.  

c) AUTHORIZE staff to execute a contract for legal services with Resources 
Law Group not to exceed $90,000 for a term from January 1, 2012 through 
December 31, 2012.  Ms. Fateman presented the proposed contracts for on-going 
consulting and legal services.  She provided overviews of the general scope of work 
for each contract. The items (10b and 10c) were approved. (5-0, Bryant, Evola, 
Piepho, Pope, Stratford) 

 
11) Consider ACCEPTING an update on the Upper Hess Creek Watershed Habitat 
Restoration Project. Ms. Fateman provided a presentation and update on the 
Conservancy’s most recent restoration project. The update was accepted. (5-0, Bryant, 
Evola, Piepho, Pope, Stratford.) 
 
12) Adjourn (next regular meeting and location TBA). The meeting adjourned in 

honor and memory of Hulet Hornbeck. 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 
 
 
DATE: May 10, 2012 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  Governing Board Administrative Matters 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

a) ACKNOWLEDGE and welcome new Conservancy Board Member 
b) DETERMINE Governing Board meeting time and locations in 2012.  

 
DISCUSSION 
 
a) The Oakley City Council has appointed a new member to serve on the East 
Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy, Councilmember Jim Frazier.  In addition, the 
County Board of Supervisors has rotated its primary and alternate representatives for 
2012 and Supervisor Glover is once again the primary representative. We welcome 
Councilmember Jim Frazier to the Conservancy and welcome back Supervisor Federal 
Glover.  
b) The Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) forming the Conservancy requires the 
Governing Board to set a regular meeting schedule. The Board has previously determined 
that its regular meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of every third month at 
noon. The Governing Board also previously directed that the meeting location rotate 
among the jurisdictions. At its January 11, 2012 meeting, recognizing that the prior 
schedule might not work for new Board Members, the Board determined to consider 
setting a regular meeting schedule at its next meeting.  Proposed locations for those 
meetings are:  
 
Date:     Location: 
May 10, 2012    City of Pittsburg 
Meeting 2   City of Oakley 
Meeting 3   City of Clayton 
Meeting 4   City of Brentwood 
 
We recommend that Board Members discuss and determine regular meeting times and 
locations. 
CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT: Yes     
ACTION OF BOARD ON: May 10, 2012     APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:____________________ 
OTHER___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
___UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:______________________________   
 NOES:______________________________ 
 ABSENT:___________________________  
 ABSTAIN:__________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING 
BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

Catherine Kutsuris, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 



East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 
Governing Board  

2012 Roster 
 
 

Representative Agency 

Council Member Joel Bryant  City of Brentwood (Chair) 
Council Member Erick Stonebarger* City of Brentwood 
Council Member Hank Stratford City of Clayton  (Vice Chair) 
Mayor David Shuey* City of Clayton 
Supervisor Federal Glover Contra Costa County 
Supervisor Mary Piepho* Contra Costa County 
Council Member Jim Frazier City of Oakley 
Council Member Pat Anderson* City of Oakley 
Council Member Salvatore Evola  City of Pittsburg  
Council Member Pete Longmire* City of Pittsburg 
 
*Alternate 
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CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes 
ACTION OF BOARD ON: May 10, 2012   APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:_____  
OTHER:___________________________________________________________________________________
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
___UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:  
 NOES: 
 ABSENT:   
 ABSTAIN: 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CATHERINE KUTSURIS, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: May 10, 2012 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Update on legislative platform activity 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
ACCEPT update on legislative platform activity. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its January 11, 2012 meeting, the Governing Board adopted an updated Legislative Platform 
for 2012 as well as Resolution 2012-01 authorizing cooperation with the California Habitat 
Conservation Planning Coalition (“CHCPC”) to pursue a federal funding request of $80 million 
for the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund (“CESCF”) for fiscal year 2013. 
 
As discussed in January, robust federal funding opportunities for HCPs are key to ensuring the 
ability of the Conservancy to fulfill the land acquisition component of its mission.  The 
Conservancy to date has been awarded $32,494,990 in federal funding through the CESCF, 
through six separate annual grants, which accounts for over 70% of the total grant funding 
awarded.  However, these federal funds have been severely threatened in recent years.  CESCF 
funding dropped from a relatively stable $85 million in FY2010 to $60 million in FY2011 to 
$47.7 million in FY2012.  The President’s budget request for FY2013 is $60 million, and the 
CHCPC has requested $80 million, which would come close to restoring FY2010 funding levels 
while taking into account overall reductions in federal spending. 
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Conservancy staff have pursued a variety of activities in furtherance of the legislative platform 
and in accordance with Resolution 2012-01 since January.  These include: 
 

• Regular conference calls and communication with other CHCPC members regarding 
coordinated outreach to elected officials on FY2013 funding for the CESCF. 

• Outreach to the local congressional delegation (Congressmen McNerney, Miller and 
Garamendi) regarding support for increasing CESCF funds in FY2013.  Congressman 
McNerney took the lead on preparing a joint letter, signed by 19 members of Congress 
(including Congressmen Garamendi and Miller), to the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Interior, Environment and Related Agencies emphasizing the importance of CESCF 
funding. 

• Letters to Senators Boxer and Feinstein requesting support for the $80 million CESCF 
funding request. 

• Revision of the CHCPC’s briefing book on the CESCF funding request for FY2013 
• The Executive Director traveled to Washington, D.C. from March 28-29 with the 

CHCPC to advocate for the FY2013 CESCF funding request.  The CHCPC group met 
with staff of the House and Senate delegations from the region, including a meeting 
with Congressman McNerney, and with staff at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Department of the Interior, the Office of Management and Budget and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• CHCPC briefing book on FY2013 CESCF funding request 
• Joint letter from members of Congress 



 

CALIFORNIA HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANNING COALITION 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: 

Fiscal Year 2013 Funding Request 
 

 

 C O N S E R V I N G  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

 

F A C I L I T A T I N G  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

 

 

 

March 2012 



 

REQUEST 

 

The California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition requests that Congress fund the Cooperative 

Endangered Species Conservation Fund (the “Fund”) at $80 million in Fiscal Year 2013.   This would partially 

restore the Fund to its earlier level and help satisfy the urgent need for funding for endangered species 

conservation efforts, particularly conservation associated with Habitat Conservation Plans. 

 

HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANS 

 

Regional Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) both conserve endangered species and create a means to permit 

and mitigate the effects of economic development.  The comprehensive, scientific, and transparent 

conservation planning and permitting process made possible by regional HCPs creates conservation 

opportunities and regulatory streamlining opportunities that are not possible under the more conventional 

project-by-project approach. Habitat preservation, restoration and stewardship are carried out strategically by 

locally-based conservation agencies.  The California Habitat Planning Coalition includes local agencies, 

conservation organizations and business organizations supporting regional Habitat Conservation Plans. 

 

 
 

SUPPORTED BY 

 

Local Agencies: 

Coachella Valley Association of Governments 

Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 

Contra Costa County 

East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 

Placer County 

Sacramento County 

San Diego County 

San Joaquin Council of Governments 

Santa Clara County 

Solano County Water Agency 

Western Riverside County Regional Conservation 

Authority 

Yolo Natural Heritage Program JPA 

Yolo County 

 

 

Conservation Organizations: 

California Land Conservancy 

California Native Plant Society   

Endangered Habitats League    

Friends of the Desert Mountains   

Institute for Ecological Health   

The Nature Conservancy    

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society   

 

Business/Infrastructure: 

Building Industry Association of the Bay Area 

Building Industry Association of San Diego County 

East County Renewables Coalition 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
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WHY THE FUND ALLOCATION NEEDS TO INCREASE 

 

A) FUNDING LEVELS HAVE DECLINED DRAMATICALLY 

Annual Allocations to the Fund
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2001: $104.7 

million

2012: $47.7 

million;

46% of 2001 

level

 
 

B) THE NUMBER OF APPROVED HCPS CONTINUES TO GROW 

Number of Approved Regional HCPs Nationwide
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is expected to continue to increase. In 

northern California alone, 7 regional HCPs 
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1986: 1 HCP

2011: 37 HCPs

 

 

The Coalition's proposed partial restoration of the Fund to $80 million is still much less than the funding 

during the period 2001-2010.  Grant requests are far more than the available funding. The Fund will need to 

increase substantially in future years to keep pace with the expected growth in grant requests. 
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Regional HCPs in California provide coordinated, regional permits for 

public infrastructure and private development projects.  These regional 

umbrella permits last 30 to 75 years, transfer authority to local 

government, and improve certainty of the permit process for project 

proponents.  Regional HCPs in California are expected to permit projects 

with a cumulative value of $1.6 trillion.  

ECONOMIC AND CONSERVATION BENEFITS OF HCPs 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HCPs Are Good for Businesses and Jobs 

•  HCPs streamline permitting for development and infrastructure  

projects.  In the short term, this expedites: 

o Construction jobs and construction-related activity 

o Wages spent in the local economy 

o Tax revenue from wages and purchase of building  

materials 

In the long term, streamlined permitting expedites: 

o New jobs in new commercial areas 

o Increased economic activity overall via the arrival of new homeowners and new businesses 

o Ongoing tax revenue from wages, sales taxes and property taxes 

•  The permitting certainty that HCPs provide to developers can be the deciding factor in whether or not a 

project moves forward—and therefore whether an area sees new jobs, tax revenue and economic 

growth. 

•  The HCP land acquisition process provides jobs to appraisers, clean-up contractors, realtors, surveyors 

and title companies. 

•  Through the land acquisition process, HCPs provide a market for willing sellers of land, allowing them to 

turn those assets into liquid capital. 

HCPs generate economic efficiency by 

redirecting dollars formerly spent on 

conflict over permitting and 

regulations towards conservation and 

resource protection. 

Regional HCPs provide State and Federal regional permits for public 

infrastructure and private development projects based on 

conservation strategies that minimize conflicts between the 

environment and economic development.  These regional umbrella 

permits last 30 to 75 years, transfer authority to local government, and 

improve certainty of the permit process for project proponents.  

Regional HCPs in California are expected to permit projects with a 

cumulative value of $1.6 trillion.  

 

 

“PG&E worked under an existing Habitat Conservation 

Plan to receive state and federal wildlife permitting for 

reliability upgrades to the 30-mile long Contra Costa-

Las Positas 230kV transmission line.  

This was an efficient process which was very helpful in 

streamlining permitting to facilitate timely 

construction, while also fostering positive agency 

relationships.” 

 

- Diane Ross-Leech, Director,  

Environmental Policy, Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

 

"The City of Desert Hot Springs needs new development, 

new investment in our community.  With the Coachella 

Valley Multiple Species HCP, our city will know where 

development is approvable and where it is not. That will 

help us bring jobs to our community - pure and simple." 

- Rick Daniels, City Manager, City of Desert Hot Springs 
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ECONOMIC AND CONSERVATION BENEFITS OF HCPs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional HCPs are a primary mechanism for the 

conservation of land and species, especially in fast-

growing areas.  Collectively, regional HCPs in California 

will conserve more than 1.5 million acres of land.  

Conserved land will be restored, enhanced and 

managed for the benefit of the widest array of species 

found in the United States.  Conserved land also 

provides valuable open space to residents and visitors, 

protecting the natural beauty of these regions and 

providing numerous recreational opportunities.  

HCPs Facilitate Infrastructure Projects 

•  For public infrastructure projects, greater 

certainty that permits will be issued and faster 

processing means less cost to taxpayers. 

•  New and well-maintained infrastructure is a key 

component of economic growth. 

•  Because regional HCPs are "master" permits, 

they eliminate the need for the Fish and Wildlife 

Service to process numerous individual project 

permits, saving staff time and tax dollars. 

HCPs Provide Support for Working Farmers and  

Ranchers 

•  Purchase of agricultural conservation easements creates a new source of capital for working farmers, 

helping to maintain healthy and functioning rural economies while also protecting the habitat value that 

agricultural land provides. 

 

 

 
Photo: Scott Hein 

“We aren’t seeking a handout, an “earmark” or special favors.  We are only asking that the program be 

funded appropriately so we can, again, compete and show the nation that we know how to balance 

environmental protection with economic development.” 

 

- Richard Kite, Rancho Mirage City Council Member, Chair, Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 

 

HCPs Are a Better Way to Conserve Natural Resources 

•  HCPs purchase, restore and permanently protect large, 

interconnected and biologically rich blocks of habitat. 

•  HCPs employ the best available science to coordinate 

conservation actions in a regional manner and 

maximize benefits to species and ecosystems. 

“In the City of San Diego, a Section 6 grant became the 

critical catalyst that facilitated the development of a 

Habitat Conservation Plan to protect the remaining 

vernal pools in the City, 99% of which have been 

eliminated.”   

 

- Jim Whalen, J. Whalen Associates Inc. 
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CONSERVATION OUTCOMES AND SAMPLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

OF CALIFORNIA HCPs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Key Regional HCPs 
Covered 

Species 

Acres To Be  

Conserved 

Butte Regional Conservation Plan 41 150,000 

Coachella Valley MSHCP/NCCP 27 240,000 

East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP 28 30,000 

Natomas / Metro Air Park HCPs 22 9,000 

Placer County Conservation Plan 33 60,000 

San Diego County Multiple Habitat 

Conservation Open Space Plan NCCP 
263 158,000 

San Diego MSCP - County Sub Area Plan 85 98,000 

San Diego North County MSCP / NCCP 63 107,000 

San Joaquin County Multi-species 

Conservation and Open Space Plan 
97 101,000 

Santa Clara Valley HCP/NCCP 19 36,100 

Solano HCP 36 30,000 

South Sacramento HCP 30 58,000 

Western Riverside County MSHCP/NCCP 146 500,000 

Yolo Natural Heritage Program 64 
under 

development 

TOTAL  1,577,100 

•  The 1,379-acre Gildred Ranch, in Ramona, California 

(left) is the keystone property of the Ramona 

Grasslands Preserve and includes the drainage of 

Santa Maria Creek, which falls to the San Pasqual 

Valley in a 200-foot seasonal waterfall.    A Section 6 

grant of $5.23 million was combined with $5.77 

million in state and county funds to acquire the 

property from the Gildred family.  After this purchase, 

other nearby large ranches were acquired and added 

to the preserve which protect the habitat of golden 

eagles and other birds of prey. 

 
Photo: Scott Hein 

•  The Barron and Thomas acquisitions (right), totaling 

1,650 acres, represent a recent conservation 

accomplishment in eastern Contra Costa County.  

Together, the properties bridged the last gap 

between Mount Diablo State Park and Black Diamond 

Mines Regional Preserve.  These acquisitions contain 

a mosaic of valuable habitat types, including habitat 

for Alameda whipsnake, California tiger salamander 

and Western burrowing owl.  The acquisitions were 

funded by $2.7 million of Section 6 funds paired with 

$3.5 million from state and local sources. 

•  The 8,881-acre Joshua Hills acquisition, funded 

by $4 million in mitigation fees from the Palm 

Drive/Gene Autry Trail (see pg. 6) and other 

Interchange projects and $22 million from six 

other non-profit, federal and state sources, has 

created a protected corridor between the 

Coachella Valley Preserve and Joshua Tree 

National Park.  

“By leveraging more than $50 million of 

County General funds with nearly $80 million 

of Federal Section 6 and California State park 

bond dollars, we have been able to acquire 

over 10,000 acres of open space for habitat 

preservation and the enjoyment of the 

residents of San Diego County.” 

- Ron Roberts, Chairman, 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
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ECONOMIC OUTCOMES AND SAMPLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

OF CALIFORNIA HCPs 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  The Palm Drive/Gene Autry Trail 

Interchange in Interstate 10 (above) 

nears completion under budget and 

ahead of schedule.  The environmental 

coverage provided by the Coachella 

Valley Multiple Species Habitat 

Conservation Plan made this project 

"shovel ready” and led to a federal 

stimulus grant of $10 million.  

 

•  The eBART project (right), 

permitted through the East 

Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservation Plan, 

is a 10-mile extension of the 

BART system.  This $462 

million project will generate 

over 600 construction jobs 

and 40 to 80 permanent 

jobs. 

•  Riverside County’s Public Safety Enterprise Communication System was aging and the 20 radio tower sites 

covered only about 60% of the territory. Riverside County developed a plan to build 50 more sites in order 

to achieve 100% coverage for emergency service providers.  Five sites have been permitted and built so far 

within areas covered by the county’s Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan.  

Key Regional HCPs 

Regional 

Permits* 

Thru… 

Est. Value of 

Covered 

Activities** 

Butte Regional Conservation Plan  2041 
under 

development 

Coachella Valley MSHCP/NCCP 2083 $300 billion 

East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP 2037 $12 billion 

Natomas / Metro Air Park HCPs 2053 $18 billion 

Placer County Conservation Plan 2061 $115 billion 

San Diego County Multiple Habitat 

Conservation Open Space Plan NCCP 
2061 $228 billion 

San Diego MSCP - County Sub Area Plan 2047 $118 billion 

San Diego North County MSCP / NCCP 2060 $104 billion 

San Joaquin County Multi-species 

Conservation and Open Space Plan 
2051 $109 billion 

Santa Clara Valley 2060 $25 billion 

Solano HCP 2040 $12 billion 

South Sacramento HCP 2061 $45 billion 

Western Riverside County MSHCP/NCCP 2079 $500 billion 

Yolo Natural Heritage Program 2041 
under 

development 

TOTAL  $1.6 trillion 

* The term of regional permits is estimated for those HCPs in 

preparation. 

** Refers to the market value of the completed project (or, for public 

infrastructure projects, to the construction cost.)  Assumes a value of 

$1 million per acre for every acre of development that may be covered 

under the HCP. 
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“Our common vision includes protecting mountains and desert and facilitating development and 

infrastructure to keep up with growth.  The Multiple Species Plan is the method for  

protecting habitat and jobs.” 

- Richard W. Kite, Rancho Mirage City Council, Chair, Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 

 

 

California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition 

A coalition that includes local agencies, conservation organizations and business organizations supporting 

regional Habitat Conservation Plans. 
 

Contact: 

John Hopkins, Director 

California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition 

409 Jardin Place 

Davis, California 95616 

Phone: 530-756-6455 

Email: ieh@cal.net 

Printed on recycled paper 
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CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT: Yes   
ACTION OF BOARD ON: ________ APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:______________________ 
OTHER:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
__UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:____________________________   
 NOES:____________________________ 
 ABSENT:____ _____________________  
 ABSTAIN:_________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING 
BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CATHERINE KUTSURIS, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: May 10, 2012 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Appoint a Board Member to the East County Water Management Association 

Governing Board. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
APPOINT one Conservancy Board Member as the primary representative and one as the 
alternate to the East County Water Management Association. 
  
DISCUSSION 
 
In December 2010, the Conservancy Governing Board approved joining the East County Water 
Management Association (ECWMA).  Membership and participation in ECWMA will enable the 
Conservancy to receive future allocations from grants to the East Contra Costa County Integrated 
Water Management Plan (IRWMP), grants that are applied for and managed by ECWMA. 
 
As an official member of ECWMA, the Conservancy needs to appoint a Board Member to the 
ECWMA Governing Board.  Upon joining ECWMA, the Conservancy Board appointed Randy 
Pope as the primary representative and Hank Stratford as the alternate.  Since Mr. Pope is no 
longer on the Board, a new appointment is needed.   
  
Additional Background: The East County Water Management Association (ECWMA) is a Joint 
Exercise of Powers Authority formed in 1997 by eleven member agencies: Cities of Brentwood, 
Antioch, and Pittsburg; Contra Costa County Water Agency (which is overseen by the County 
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Board of Supervisors), Byron-Bethany Irrigation District, Delta Diablo Sanitation District, Contra 
Costa County Sanitation District 19, Diablo Water District, East Contra Costa 
Irrigation District, Ironhouse Sanitary District and Contra Costa Water District (CCWD).  These  
agencies came together to form the ECWMA in order to facilitate communication, cooperation 
and education between member agencies regarding matters affecting the existing and potential 
water supplies of eastern Contra Costa County.  The East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy joined ECWMA in 2011.  The ECWMA Governing Board does not have a regular 
meeting schedule.  The member agencies typically meet periodically at the staff level to 
coordinate activities to provide long-term water supplies and treatment facilities in a cost 
effective, reliable, implementable, and cooperative manner while maintaining institutional 
independence. The ECWMA Board typically meets two times a year. 
 
 
In recent years the ECWMA has become the coordinating body for the development and 
implementation of the East Contra Costa County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
(IRWMP).  An IRWMP is a required document for a region to apply for and receive State grants 
that are funded through Proposition 50 and Proposition 84.  It is expected that future bond funding 
will require regions to have such plans. The Conservancy has benefited from past grant rounds 
awarded to the East County Region. $2,150,000 has been awarded to Conservancy projects 
through ECWMA in prior grant rounds. 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: May 10, 2012 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  2012 Public Advisory Committee (PAC)  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
REVIEW applications and SELECT individual to fill vacancy on Public Advisory 
Committee. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Pursuant to requirements in the HCP/NCCP, the Board initiated the Public Advisory 
Committee (PAC) in February 2008 and established a quarterly meeting schedule. The 
PAC reports to the Board and provides input to the Board and staff on many aspects of 
Plan implementation. The PAC is responsible for reviewing and commenting on the 
general implementation processes of the HCP/NCCP including the expenditures of funds 
for conservation measures, the general process for issuing take coverage to covered 
activities, the operation of preserves and adaptive management and the adherence to plan 
commitments.  The PAC is to operate by consensus, but when consensus cannot be 
reached, the various positions will be reported to the Board.  
 
Mary F. Dahlquist (resident of Pittsburg, serving in the “Rural and Suburban residents of 
the Plan Area” category) has communicated in writing to Conservancy staff her 
resignation from the Committee due to schedule conflicts.  At the January 11, 2012 
Conservancy Governing Meeting, the Board directed staff to recruit applicants for the 
vacant seat on the Public Advisory Committee from multiple sources and determined that 
the selection process would be for the Board to review the applications and select the 
appointee to the PAC at the next Board meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
process for filling the vacancy: 

 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  YES     
ACTION OF BOARD ON:  May 10, 2012 APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: ___ 
OTHER:  
 
VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS 
_ UNANIMOUS 
 AYES:____________________________   
 NOES:____________________________ 
 ABSENT:____ _____________________  
 ABSTAIN:_________________________ 
 

I HEARBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN 
AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING 
BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

CATHERINE KUTSURIS, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 
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As directed by the Conservancy Governing Board, staff advertised for a new member 
of the PAC to represent the “Rural and Suburban resident of Plan Area.” Staff 
contacted past applicants, notified new potential applicants using the Conservancy’s 
email distribution lists, and posted a notice in the Contra Costa Times.  The deadline 
to apply for the position was close of business on March, 30, 2012.  The 
Conservancy received six applications.  The applications received are from: Don 
Amador (Oakley), Kelly Davidson (Clayton), Moses de los Reyes (Antioch), Claudia 
Gemberling (Brentwood), Pamela Michael (Clayton) and Gaylin Zeigler (Discovery 
Bay).  The applications are attached. 

 
Conservancy staff recommend that the Board review and select one of the applicants 
to fill the “Rural and Suburban resident of the Plan Area” vacancy on the Public 
Advisory Committee. 

 
 

The current composition of the Public Advisory Committee includes one 
representative from each organization listed below, except where a specific 
individual is named:  
 

Private permit seekers, (e.g., private developers or their representatives) 
• Contra Costa Council 
• Discovery Builders 
• Home Builders Association of Northern California 
 
Conservation advocates, (e.g., established organizations that represent 
members in the inventory area) 
• California Native Plant Society 
• Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 
• Save Mount Diablo 
 
Private landowners and/or agriculturalists, or their representatives 
• Agricultural/Natural Resources Trust of Contra Costa County 
• Contra Costa County Citizens Land Alliance 
• Contra Costa County Farm Bureau 
 
People representing suburban and rural residents of the Plan area 
• Dick Vrmeer (resident of Brentwood) 
• Mary F. Dahlquist (Resident of Pittsburg) [RESIGNED] 
• Sharon L. Osteen (Resident of Clayton) 

 
Staff members from interested public agencies and members of the public are 
welcome to attend and participate in committee meetings.  Despite formal 
membership, members of the public are welcome to participate in discussions and be 
part of committee recommendations.  
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