
 

      GOVERNING BOARD 
            REGULAR MEETING 

 
                                     Monday, April 27, 2015 

     2:00 p.m. 
 

City of Pittsburg 
City Council Chambers 

65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg, CA 94565 
 

              AGENDA 
   
  
  
 

2:00 p.m.  Convene meeting. 
 

1) Introductions. 
 
2) Public Comment on items that are not on the agenda (public comment on 

items on the agenda will be taken with each agenda item). 
 
3) Consider APPROVING the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa 

County Habitat Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board 
Meeting of February 23, 2015.  

 
4) Consider ACCEPTING the audited financial statements and related 

documents for the Year Ending December 31, 2014. (Abigail Fateman) 
 
5) Consider ACCEPTING update on activities to implement the 2015 

Legislative Platform. (Abigail Fateman) 
 
6) Consider the following actions related to the Conservancy’s 2014 Annual 

Report: (Abigail Fateman) 
 

a)  REVIEW and APPROVE the Draft East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan 2014 Annual 
Report.   

 

b)  DIRECT staff to prepare the East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy 2014 Year in Review summary document.   

 
7) Consider APPROVING the revised report entitled “Assessment of Plan 

Effects on California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Species”. 
(Abigail Fateman) 
 

 
 
 

EAST CONTRA 
COSTA COUNTY 

HABITAT 
CONSERVANCY 

 
 

City of Brentwood 
 

City of Clayton 
 

City of Oakley 
 

City of Pittsburg 
 

Contra Costa County 
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8) Consider the following items related to the Conservancy finances:  
(Abigail Fateman) 

 

a. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Vollmar Natural 
Lands Consulting, to extend the payment limit by $65,000 from $12,000 to $77,000 and to 
extend the term of the contract to December 2015. 

b. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Monk and 
Associates by $30,000 from $40,000 to $70,000.  

c. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Restoration 
Resources by $50,000 from $50,000 to $100,000.  

 
9) Consider DIRECTING the Public Advisory Committee (PAC) to provide suggestions for 

involving individuals, educational organizations, and other public organizations in 
research opportunities in the Preserve System.  (Abigail Fateman) 

 
     Adjourn to Closed Session 
 
CS1)  Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Gov. Code, § 54956.9(d)(1)) 

Discovery Builders, Inc. v. City of Brentwood, California; City Council of the City of     
Brentwood, et al.; Contra Costa County Superior Court, Case No. N13-1781  
 

CS2)  Conference with Real Property Negotiators  
 Property: APNs 002-200-014, -015, 002-200-007; Byron Hot Springs Rd, Byron, CA  
 Agency Negotiators: John Kopchik, Abigail Fateman and Joanne Chiu  
Negotiating Parties: Conservancy, East Bay Regional Park District and Coast Capital Income 
Fund LLC 
Under negotiation: Price and payment terms  
 

CS3)  Conference with Real Property Negotiators  
Property: APN 001-011-021; Armstrong Rd, Byron, CA 
Agency Negotiators: John Kopchik, Abigail Fateman and Joanne Chiu 
Negotiating Parties: Conservancy, East Bay Regional Park District, and Ricci and Michele 
Campos Tre  
Under Negotiation: Price and payment terms 
 

     Reconvene Open Session 
 

10)  Report on any actions taken in Closed Session. 
 

11)  Adjourn. The next Governing Board meeting is June 22, 2015. 
 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
If you have questions about this agenda or desire additional meeting materials, you may contact 

Maureen Parkes of the Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development at 925-674-7203. 
 

The Conservancy will provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate 
in this meeting who contact staff at least 24 hours before the meeting. 
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Agenda Item #3 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  Governing Board Meeting Record for February 23, 2015 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
APPROVE the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Meeting of February 23, 2015. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Please find the draft meeting record attached.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   
____________________________________________________________________ 
John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
 HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

  
 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

   UNANIMOUS  
  

 AYES: 
 

 
   NOES:   
   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN:   
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Draft Meeting Record 
East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 

Monday, February 23, 2015 
City of Clayton 

 
The Board convened the meeting at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
1) Introductions. 
 
    Governing Board members in attendance were: 

Joel Bryant City Council, City of Brentwood 
Keith Haydon City Council, City of Clayton 
Randy Pope (Chair) City Council, City of Oakley  
  

    Other attendees (who signed the sign-in sheet): 
Susan Miller Contra Costa Transportation Authority 
Michelle Bellows Contra Costa Transportation Authority 
Bob Nisbet  
Steve Rottenborn 

East Bay Regional Parks District  
H. T. Harvey and Associates 

  
    Conservancy Staff and consultants in attendance were: 

John Kopchik Conservancy Staff 
Abigail Fateman Conservancy Staff  
Joanne Chiu Conservancy Staff 
Allison Van Dorn Conservancy Staff 
Chris Beale Conservancy Legal Counsel 

      
The Board announced adjournment to Closed Session.  
 
2) Report on any actions taken in Closed Session. There were no actions to report. 
   

3) Public Comment on items that are not on the agenda (public comment on items on the 
agenda will be taken with each agenda item). There were no public comments.  

 
4) Consider APPROVING the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Governing Board Meeting of December 8, 
2014. The meeting record was approved. (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, Pope) 

 
5) Consider AMENDING the authorization approved on December 8, 2014 related to 

the acquisition of the Clayton Radio Property (APN 075-170-002; Nortonville Road, 
Contra Costa County, CA) to replace the entire amount funded by federal grants with 
Conservancy funds. (Joanne Chiu) Ms. Chiu provided an overview of the change in the 
funding plan for the Clayton Radio property. Chair Pope asked Conservancy staff to work 
with the HCP coalitions to address questions regarding the Department of General Services 
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appraisal review process for acquisition properties. Item 6 was approved as recommended 
by staff (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, Pope). 

 
6) Consider the following actions related to extending take coverage to the 31061322 

Briones Tap 60 kV Pole Replacement Project:  
a. AUTHORIZE staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk for the 

project. 
b. AUTHORIZE staff to execute a Participating Special Entity Agreement with 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company for take coverage of the 31061322 Briones 
Tap 60 kV Pole Replacement Project. 

(Joanne Chiu) 
Ms. Chiu provided an overview of the project highlighting key elements from the staff 
report. Items 7a and 7b were approved as recommended by staff. (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, 
Pope) 

 
7) Consider the following actions related to extending take coverage to Contra Costa 

Transportation Authority for the State Route 4/Balfour Road Interchange 
Improvements Project (“SR 4/Balfour Rd Interchange Project”): 

a. AUTHORIZE staff to file a Notice of Determination for this Board action with 
the County Clerk. 

b. AUTHORIZE Executive Director to execute a Participating Special Entity 
(“PSE”) Agreement with Contra Costa Transportation Authority for take 
coverage of the State Route 4/Balfour Road Interchange Improvements 
Project, as further described in Exhibit 1 (the Planning Survey Report), 
provided the Wildlife Agencies concur with the Agreement. 

(Allison Van Dorn) 
Ms. Van Dorn provided an overview of the project highlighting key elements from the 
staff report. Michelle Bellows, Principal Project Manager on the SR4/Balfour Rd 
Interchange Project, spoke on behalf of the project. She provided clarification regarding 
project specific details. Susan Miller, Director of Projects at Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority, commended Conservancy staff on their professionalism and attentiveness. 
Items 8a and 8b were approved as recommended by staff. (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, Pope) 

 
8) Consider APPROVING the report entitled “Assessment of Plan Effects on California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Species”. (Abby Fateman) Ms. Fateman provided 
an overview of the report and described the process for soliciting public comments.  She 
reviewed the comments received and informed the Board that comments were either 
incorporated into the report or were addressed in a separate response document (included 
in the Board Packet).  Governing Board Member Bryant commended staff and consultant 
team on producing a document that will be very useful and is very informative.  The item 
was approved as recommended. (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, Pope) 

 
9) Consider SETTING the Governing Board meeting schedule for the remainder of 

2015. (Abby Fateman) Chair Pope noted that he would not be able to attend the April 
meeting however he advised to keep the meeting schedule as proposed by staff, for the 
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time being. The December 2015 meeting date will be scheduled in the fall. The item was 
approved as recommended. (3-0: Bryant, Haydon, Pope) 

 
10)  Adjourn. Next Governing Board meeting TBD. 

 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

If you have questions about this agenda or desire additional meeting materials, you may contact                      
Maureen Parkes of the Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development at 925-674-7203. 

 
The Conservancy will provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in  

this meeting who contact staff at least 24 hours before the meeting. 
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Agenda Item #4 
 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman) 
 
SUBJECT: Audited Financial Statements for 2014 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
ACCEPT the audited financial statements and related documents for the Year Ending 
December 31, 2014. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The joint exercise of powers agreement (JEPA) forming the Conservancy requires periodic 
audits of Conservancy finances and financial safeguards.  State and federal law also require the 
Conservancy to perform certain types of audits.  Maze and Associates, Certified Public 
Accountants, has completed the required independent audits and examinations for 2014.   
 
The three reports prepared by Maze and Associates are listed below and are attached.  The 
reports do not include any new findings.  Cody Smith from Maze and Associates will be in 
attendance at the Governing Board meeting and will be available to answer questions. 
 
Attachments: 
 

 Basic Financial Statements (for the year ending December 31, 2014) 

 Memorandum on Internal Controls and Required Communications (Year ending 
December 31, 2014) 

 Single Audit Report (Year ending December 31, 2014) 

 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   
____________________________________________________________________ 
John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
 HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

  
 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

 UNANIMOUS  
  

 AYES:   
   NOES:   
   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN:   
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Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b



Agenda Item #4b
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Agenda Item #5 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman) 
 
SUBJECT: Update on Legislative Platform Activity 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
ACCEPT update on activities to implement the 2015 Legislative Platform. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its December 8, 2014 meeting, the Governing Board adopted the Legislative Platform for 
2015 authorizing cooperation with the California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition 
(“CHCPC”) to pursue a number of legislative activities that support successful implementation 
of HCPs and NCCPs. 
 
Conservancy staff pursued a variety of activities in furtherance of the legislative platform and in 
accordance with Resolution 2014-03 since January.  These include: 
 

• Regular conference calls and communication with other CHCPC members regarding 
coordinated outreach to elected officials on FY2015 funding for the Cooperative 
Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF). 

 
• The Conservancy was one of 24 entities to sign-on to a letter to Senators Feinstein and 

Boxer. The letter requested $85 million to be appropriated to the Cooperative 
Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF) in FY2015.  This would restore the 
fund to the same level as in FY2010 (before large cuts). The letter to Senator Feinstein 
is attached. There was an identical letter provided to Senator Boxer.  

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:   

OTHER: 
 

 
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN AND 
ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING BOARD ON THE 
DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HABITAT 
CONSERVANCY 
  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

  
 UNANIMOUS 

 

     
   AYES:   
   NOES:   
   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN:   
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• Update and distribution of the CHCPC’s congressional briefing book on the CESCF 
funding request for FY2015.  The briefing book is attached. 
 

• Abigail Fateman traveled to Washington, D.C. with the CHCPC on March 24 and 25 to 
advocate for the FY2015 CESCF funding request. Members of the CHCPC met with 
staff of the House and Senate delegations from the region, including a meeting with 
staff from Congressman DeSaulnier’s office and Congressman Jerry McNerney.  The 
Coalition met with staff from the White House Council on Environmental Quality, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the Office of 
Management and Budget. The meetings focused on CESCF funding appropriations and 
building recognition of the value of HCPs. The CHCPC group was able to obtain 30 
signatures for the Dear Colleague letter from members of Congress to Chairman 
Calvert (Chair of the Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related Agencies).  
A copy of the letter is attached. 
 

• Abigail Fateman traveled to Sacramento with members of the CHCPC group on March 
10 for meetings with California State Fish and Wildlife Director Chuck Bonham and 
staff from Fish and Wildlife.  The CHCPC group also met with State Assembly 
Members to discuss expenditures of revenue from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
(cap and trade auction revenue).   Subsequent to these meetings, the Conservancy gave 
its approval for the CHCPC to request that $40 million from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund (GGRF) be allocated to the Wildlife Conservation Board for programs 
that reduce greenhouse gasses and result in habitat conservation. This support is 
consistent with Item 6 in the Conservancy’s 2015 Legislative Platform which states: 
Advocate for HCP/NCCPs to be viewed as a suitable place to spend funds collected 
pursuant to future state and federal climate change legislation as HCP/NCCPs 
effectively mitigate impacts of climate change by providing for ecological adaptation. 
The letter from the Coalition to Assembly Member Richard Bloom, Chair, Assembly 
Budget Subcommittee No. 3 (Resources and Transportation) is attached. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• February 12, 2015 CHCPC letter to Senator Feinstein 
• March 23, 2015 Dear Colleague letter from Members of the Congress to the Chair and 

Ranking Member of the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee 
• CHCPC briefing book on FY2015 CESCF funding request 
• April 6, 2015 CHCPC letter to Assembly Member Richard Bloom regarding 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund  
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February 12, 2015 

 
 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
        
RE:  Endangered Species Act Section 6 – Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation 

Fund. Fiscal 2016 Appropriations 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein:  
 
The undersigned local governments and organizations would like to state our strong support for 
the highest possible funding of the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 
(CESCF) in the Fiscal Year 2016 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations 
bill.  We recommend a funding level of $85 million, the same level as Fiscal Year 2010.  CESCF 
funding is vital for the success of regional Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) in California and 
other states, for implementation of federal listed species Recovery Plans and for traditional state 
wildlife projects. 
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Our signature organizations prepare, implement and assist county-scale HCPs in many California 
counties, from San Diego to Butte.  Many are also Natural Community Conservation Plans 
(NCCPs) under state law. These plans provide advance resolution of potential conflicts between 
the needs of listed and rare species and the needs of land development and infrastructure 
expansion.  Plans being implemented or prepared in California address these issues across 11.7 
million acres.  During the permit periods (incidental take permits under federal and state law) the 
plans will provide streamlined permitting for development with a total market value in excess of 
$1.6 trillion dollars.  
 
Regional HCPs provide strong links between endangered species conservation and local 
government land use plans, allowing local governments to maintain control of land use decision-
making.  The existence of multi-decade permits provides certainty and assurances that are vitally 
important to both local government and the development community.   
 
The total habitat conservation by these plans will exceed 2 million acres and provide for over 400 
species of listed or otherwise imperiled species of plants and animals.  Several of our plans will 
coordinate with Section 404 Clean Water Act permitting, providing additional streamlining for 
economic activities and conservation of aquatic resources. 
 
The need for the CESCF in California and in other states remains strong and substantially unmet.  
Funding has been drastically reduced in the past couple of years, to a much greater extent than 
the average cuts to discretionary programs and far more than the overall U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service budget.  The HCP land acquisition grant total was reduced by 47% in the three years 
after Fiscal Year 2010.  In addition, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reduced the maximum 
HCP land acquisition grant to $2 million, a 66% reduction from the level in Fiscal 2012. 
 
Because the Fund has been disproportionally cut in the past five years, it is vitally important to 
increase funding for Fiscal Year 2016 and come as close as possible to the Fiscal Year 2010 
appropriations.  Without the existence of competitive federal dollars, local governments will not 
embark on the process of preparing and implementing a regional HCP.  The result will be an 
increase in the number of project-specific HCPs, leading to substantial burdens on the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service staff and delays on the implementation of public and private sector projects. 
 
In recognition of the tremendous need for a continued federal investment in cooperative 
partnerships that facilitate efforts by non-federal partners to conserve federally-listed and other 
imperiled species, we encourage you to request a robust increase in funding of the CESCF in the 
Fiscal Year 2016 Senate Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriation Bill.  With 
economic conditions improving, the housing industry starting to recover and a resurgence of 
infrastructure projects, it is crucial for the CESCF to grow again. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank you for your many years of strong leadership and support for 
HCPs and the CESCF. 
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Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Adams 
Vice President 
Building Industry Association of San Diego 
 
 
 
 
Paul Campos 
Senior Vice President, Governmental Affairs 
General Counsel 
Building Industry Association of the Bay 
Area 
 
 
 
 
Jon Clark 
Executive Director 
Butte County Association of Governments 
 
 
 
 
John Costa 
Director, Governmental and Public Affairs 
North State BIA 
 
 
 
 
John Gioia 
Chair of the Board of Supervisors 
Contra Costa County 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rose Herrera 
Governing and Implementation Board 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency  
Vice Mayor, City of San Jose 
 
 
 
 
 
John Hopkins 
President 
Institute for Ecological Health 
 
 
 
 
Douglas Headrick 
General Manager and Chief Engineer 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water 
District 
 
 
 
 
Jim R. Karpiak 
Executive Director 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
 
 
 
 
Richard W. Kite  
Chair 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
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Mark Kramer 
Director of Federal External Affairs 
The Nature Conservancy California 
 
 
 
 
Chris Ledesma 
Chair of the Board of Directors, 
Yolo Natural Heritage Program Joint Powers 
Authority 
 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy Pope 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 
 
 
 
 
John Purcell 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Desert Mountains 
 
 
 
 
Dan Silver 
Executive Director 
Endangered Habitats League 
 
 
 

 
 
Greg Suba 
Conservation Program Director 
California Native Plant Society 
 
 
 
 
Edmund Sullivan 
Executive Director 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 
 
 
 
 
Steve Tate 
Governing and Implementation Board 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 
Mayor, City of Morgan Hill 
 
 
 
 
Peter Tateishi 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
 
 
 
John Tavaglione 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority 
 
 
 
 
Cat Tucker 
Chair of the Governing Board 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency  
Council Member, City of Gilroy 
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Jean Watt 
President 
Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks 
 
 
 
 
James E. Whalen 
President 
J. Whalen Associates, Inc. 
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CALIFORNIA HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANNING COALITION 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 

Fiscal Year 2016 Funding Request 

FACILITATING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

CONSERVING NATURAL RESOURCES 
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The California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition requests that Congress fund 

the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund (the “Fund”) at $85 million in 

Fiscal Year 2016.   This would partially restore the Fund to its earlier level and help  

satisfy the urgent need for funding for endangered species conservation efforts,  

particularly conservation associated with Habitat Conservation Plans. 

REQUEST 

Habitat Conservation Plans 
Regional Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) both conserve habitat for endangered species and create a 
means to permit and mitigate the effects of economic development.  The comprehensive, scientific, and 

transparent conservation planning and permitting 
process made possible by regional HCPs creates 
conservation  opportunities and regulatory 
streamlining opportunities that are not possible 
under the more conventional project-by-project 
approach. Habitat preservation, restoration and 
stewardship are  carried out strategically by local 
conservation agencies.  The California Habitat 
Planning Coalition includes local municipalities, 
agencies, conservation organizations and business 
organizations supporting regional Habitat   
Conservation Plans. 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
Butte Council of Governments 
City of Gilroy 
City of Morgan Hill 
City of San Jose 
Contra Costa County 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
County of San Diego 
East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 
Placer County 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
Sacramento County 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 
Solano County Water Agency 
Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
Yolo County HCP/NCCP Joint Powers Agency 

ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
California Native Plant Society 
Endangered Habitats League 
Friends of the Desert Mountains 
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
Institute for Ecological Health 
The Nature Conservancy 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
Building Industry Association of the Bay Area 
Building Industry Association of San Diego County 
North State Building Industry Association 
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
J. Whalen & Associates, Inc. 
 

Supported By 

1 
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Why the fund allocation needs to increase 

2 

Funding levels have decreased dramatically over the past decade. 

The number of approved HCPs needing funding continues to grow. 

Number of Approved Regional HCPs Nationwide (Over 100,000 Acres) 

The Coalition’s proposed partial restoration of the Fund to $85 million is still much less than the funding 
provided during the period 2001-2010. Grant requests far exceed the current allocation. The Fund  
needs to increase substantially in future years to catch up and keep pace with the expected growth in 
grant requests. 

Annual Fund Appropriations 
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ECONOMIC AND CONSERVATION 

BENEFITS OF HCPS 
Regional HCPs provide State and Federal permits for public infrastructure and private development 
projects. These permits are issued based on conservation strategies that minimize conflicts between 
imperiled species and economic development.  These regional umbrella permits last 30 to 75 years, 
transfer authority to local government, and improve certainty of the permit process for project  
proponents.  Regional HCPs in California are expected to permit projects with a cumulative  market 
value in excess of $1.6 trillion.  

Good for Businesses and Jobs 
HCPs streamline permitting for development and infrastructure projects.  In the short term, this expedites: 

 Construction jobs and construction-related activity 
 Wages spent in the local economy 
 Tax revenue from wages and purchase of building materials 
 

In the long term, streamlined permitting expedites: 
 New jobs in new commercial areas 
 Increased economic activity overall via the arrival of new homeowners and new businesses 
 Ongoing tax revenue from wages, sales taxes and property taxes 

 

         The permitting certainty that HCPs provide to developers 
can be the deciding factor in whether or not a project moves  
forward—and therefore whether an area sees new jobs, tax 
revenue and economic growth. 
 

The HCP land acquisition process provides jobs to appraisers, 
clean-up contractors, realtors, surveyors and title companies. 
 

Through the land acquisition process, HCPs provide a market 
for willing sellers of land, allowing them to turn assets into  
capital. 

Facilitating Infrastructure Projects 
For public infrastructure projects, greater certainty that permits 
will be issued and faster processing means less cost to taxpayers.  
New and well-maintained infrastructure is a key component of 
economic growth. Because regional HCPs are "master" permits, 
they eliminate the need for the Fish and Wildlife Service to 
process numerous individual project permits, saving staff time 
and tax dollars. HCPs also  benefit renewable energy projects. 

3 

“I view the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Conservation Plan as a 
breath of fresh air that will bring both timing and cost certainty for 
environmental mitigation of endangered species into a predictable 
and welcome process.” 

Richard Oliver, President 
Dividend Homes, Inc. 
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Regional HCPs are the primary 
mechanism for the conservation of 
land and species,  especially in fast-
growing areas.  Collectively, regional 
HCPs in California will conserve more 
than 2 million acres of land.  These 
lands will be restored, enhanced and 
managed for the benefit of the 
special status species found in the 
United States.  Conserved land also 
provides valuable open space to 
residents and visitors, protecting the 
natural beauty of these regions and 
providing numerous recreational 
opportunities.  

A Better Way to  
Conserve Natural Resources 
HCPs purchase, restore and permanently protect large, interconnected and biologically rich blocks of habitat.  
They also employ the best available science to coordinate conservation actions in a regional manner and maximize  
benefits to species and ecosystems. 

Supporting Working 
Farms and Ranches 

4 

Key Regional HCPs 
Covered 

Species 

Acres to Be 

Conserved 

Regional 

Permit 

Through* 

Est. Value of 
Covered  

Activities** 

Butte Regional Conservation Plan 41 90,000 2041 Under 
development 

Coachella Valley MSHCP/NCCP 27 745,000 2083 $300 billion 

East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP 28 30,000 2037 $12 billion 

Natomas/Metro Air Park HCPs 22 9,000 2053 $18 billion 

Placer County Conservation Plan 33 60,000 2061 $115 billion 

San Diego County Multiple Habitat 
Conservation Open Space Plan NCCP 

263 158,000 2061 $228 billion 

San Diego MSCP—County Sub Area Plan 85 98,000 2047 $118 billion 

San Diego North County MSCP/NCCP 63 107,000 2060 $104 billion 

San Joaquin County Multi-species 
Conservation and Open Space Plan 

97 101,000 2051 $109 billion 

Santa Clara Valley HCP/NCCP 19 49,390 2060 $20 billion 

Solano HCP 36 30,000 2040 $12 billion 

South Sacramento HCP 30 58,000 2061 $45 billion 

Western Riverside County MSHCP/NCCP 146 500,000 2079 $500 billion 

Yolo County HCP/NCCP 11 Under 
development 

2041 Under  
development 

TOTAL - 2,088,117 - $1.6 trillion 

* For those HCPs in preparation, the term of regional permits is estimated. 
** Refers to the market value of the completed project (or, for public infrastructure projects, to the construction cost). 
Assumes a value of $1 million per acre for every acre of development that may be covered under the HCP. 

"Through this HCP [Upper Santa 
Ana River HCP] we are attempting 
to maximize the benefits of our 
available water resources. We can 
supply water to a tributary in 
order to maintain fish habitat and 
healthy riparian vegetation in the 
stream, fully knowing that the 
water will naturally percolate into 
our groundwater basin 
downstream and benefit the entire 
region.” 
 
Heather Dyer, Project Manager 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal 
Water District  

Acquisition of agricultural 
conservation easements create a 
new source of capital for working 
farmers, helping to maintain 
healthy and functioning rural 
economies while also protecting the 
habitat value that agricultural land 
provides. 
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RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 

HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANS 

IN CALIFORNIA 

5 

Chino Canyon Property 

For more than a decade conservationists have sought to 
protect a spectacular property in Chino Canyon, at the 
entryway to Palm Springs, known as the Chino Cone (right). 
In August 2014 a major step toward this goal was realized 
with the purchase of 353 acres of habitat designated as a 
key wildlife corridor in the Coachella Valley Multiple Species 
HCP/NCCP. Acquisition of the Chino Canyon property was 
accomplished through a funding partnership, including just 
under $3 million in Section 6 funds leveraged with $1.54 
million in state funds through the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy and the Wildlife Conservation 
Board. A local non-profit holds title to the land which will be 
managed as part of the Chino Cone Preserve. Chino Canyon 
has dramatic scenic vistas and the acquired lands include a 
significant wildlife corridor for Peninsular bighorn sheep. 
Acquisition of the Chino Canyon property assures the 
protection of alluvial fan and desert riparian habitat as well 
as a rich array of plant and animal species.  

I-15/French Valley Parkway 

The new I-15 /French Valley Parkway in Temecula 
(left) relied heavily on the Western Riverside 
County MSHCP for permit coverage under the 
Endangered Species Act. Without the MSHCP, 
this project would have likely have taken years to 
receive species permitting. This $17 million 
project aims to reduce congestion and improve 
safety by relieving the I-15/Winchester Road 
interchange and  minimizing weaving 
movements on I-15 between Winchester Road 
and  the I-15/I-215 junction. The project broke 
ground in June 2012 and was completed in 2014. 
It is a  critical improvement  to the transportation 
system in the  southern Riverside County.  
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PG&E Contra Costa-Moraga  
Reconductoring Project  

Native Fishes Baseline       Survey, 
Upper Santa  Ana River 

The Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s Contra Costa-Moraga 230 kV 
Reconductoring Project was approved for take coverage under the 
East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP in 2014, and is currently 
underway (right). The project provides increased power transmission 
capacity to meet increased demand. The project spanned Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties, with roughly half the project covered 
under the East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP, whereas the 
portion outside the HCP area required a Biological Opinion from 
USFWS. The HCP provided streamlined permitting process for the 
portion within the plan area, and enabled the project to begin much 
earlier than the portion outside the plan area.  

In January, 2014 the Western Riverside County 
Regional Conservation Authority acquired 
approximately 119 acres in the City of Wildomar.  
The property (left) is located east of Interstate 15 
and west of Lost Road.  The property was 
purchased for $270,000 with $189,000 coming 
from Section 6 funding, and the match of 
$81,000 from State of California grant funding.  
This acquisition protects important linkages 
between the Wildomar and Lake Elsinore areas, 
and conserves habitat for California gnatcatcher 
and maintains linkages for bobcat. 

Nelson Property 

Roddy Ranch 
The 1,885-acre Roddy Ranch is a landmark 
acquisition for conservation in eastern Contra 
Costa County (right). The property is biologically 
rich and supports a variety of habitats, and 
known to support several special status wildlife 
species including San Joaquin kit fox,  California 
red-legged frog,  California tiger salamander, 
golden eagle, Swainson’s hawk, and fairy 
shrimp. The $14.2 million acquisition was funded 
with $4.8 million of federal Section 6 funds, with 
the rest from state, local and private foundation 
sources. The Roddy Ranch property 
encompasses an important open space corridor 
for wildlife movement, connecting Black 
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve to the 
protected lands in southeast Contra Costa 
County including Marsh Creek State Park and 
Round Valley Regional Preserve. 
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CALIFORNIA HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANNING COALITION 

A coalition that includes local agencies, conservation organizations and 
business organizations supporting regional Habitat Conservation Plans 

Contact:  

John Hopkins, Director 

California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition 

409 Jardin Place | Davis, California 95616 

P : 530-756-6455 | E : ieh@cal.net Printed on recycled paper 

“Our common vision includes protecting mountains and desert and facilitating 
development and infrastructure to keep up with growth. The Multiple Species 

Plan is the method for protecting habitat and jobs.” 
 

Richard Kite 
Rancho Mirage City Council, 

Chairman, Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
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California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition
409 Jardin Place, Davis CA 95616 ó (530) 756 6455 ó ieh@cal.net

April 6th 2015

The Honorable Richard Bloom
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 3
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Request for GGRF

Dear Assemblymember Bloom,

On behalf of the California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition, we respectfully request that
the 2015-16 state budget include an allocation from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
(GGRF) to the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) for programs that reduce greenhouse gases
(GHGs) and result in habitat conservation.

The Coalition includes many county-scale Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) and Natural
Community Conservation Plans (NCCPs) across California, as well as NGOs and businesses
involved in these conservation plans. The plans include over 215,00 acres of future habitat
conservation beyond that required to mitigate for economic activities covered by the plans.
(Overall the plans will conserve over 2 million acres.) These are mainly oak woodlands,
grasslands, wetlands, shrub and scrub habitats.

The GGRF is projected to have a significantly higher amount of revenue available in the 2015-16
budget than the Governor’s January proposal to spend $1 billion. The Legislature should take
advantage of this opportunity and propose a budget that appropriates additional GGRF revenues
to both existing and new programs that reduce GHGs and achieve the goals of AB 32.

The WCB administers a number of programs that will result in GHG sequestration and also
provide environmental co-benefits. The WCB’s Oak Woodlands Program funds projects that
conserve and restore California’s oak woodlands. The Rangeland, Grazing Land and Grassland
Protection Program protects these working lands through purchase of conservation easements.
Research on carbon sequestration and carbon dioxide (CO ) annual net flow shows that in dry2
years California’s rangelands are often a carbon sink, absorbing more carbon than is emitted into
the atmosphere by respiration. Overall, oak woodlands have been determined to be carbon sinks.
There is also some research suggesting that grasslands and shrublands in our Mediterranean
climate regions are overall carbon sinks. Professor Silver and colleagues at UC Berkeley have
stated that California rangelands have the potential for considerable additional carbon
sequestration in the soil. Professor Ochel and colleagues at San Diego State University have
concluded that chaparral ecosystems are a significant carbon sink despite periodic burnings. In
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addition, research has shown that oak woodlands, grasslands and shrublands sequester very large
amounts of soil carbon. The soil disturbance associated with conversion of these habitats to
farmland or development results in the release of substantial soil carbon as atmospheric CO .2

These WCB programs also provide an important array of co-benefits through conservation and
restoration of these natural habitats. The habitat conservation and restoration helps to conserve
watersheds, in some cases protects groundwater re-charge areas. It also protects a wide variety of
rare and important species of animals and plants and assists ecological resilience in the face of
climate change. It conserves open space and scenic vistas.

To fully achieve the goals of AB 32, we must put more funding toward natural resources projects
that reduce and/or sequester GHGs. The natural resources sector is the only category of projects
funded by the GGRF that actually reduces the amount of GHGs in earth’s atmosphere instead of
simply avoiding additional emissions. With the projected additional GGRF revenue, the
Legislature has a significant opportunity to allocate more funding for natural resources projects
and allocate funding for new programs.

For all of the above reasons, we respectfully request you to allocate $40 million of GGRF to the
Wildlife Conservation Board’s Oak Woodlands Program and Rangeland, Grazing Land and
Grassland Protection Program.

Sincerely,

John Hopkins, Ph.D.
Director
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Agenda Item #6 

 
EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

HABITAT CONSERVANCY 
 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  2014 Annual Report 
 
RECOMMENDATION   
 
Consider the following actions related to the Conservancy’s 2014 Annual Report: 
 
a)  REVIEW and APPROVE the Draft East Contra Costa County Habitat 

Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan 2014 Annual Report.   
 
b)  DIRECT staff to prepare the East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 

2014 Year in Review summary document.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Item (a) Attached please find the Draft 2014 Annual Report for the East Contra Costa 
County Habitat Conservancy (Conservancy). The Annual Report is a required component 
of the HCP/NCCP that allows the Governing Board, wildlife agencies, local agency 
participants in the HCP/NCCP, stakeholders, and partners to review the status of Plan 
implementation.   
 
Item (b) To augment public outreach on the work of the Conservancy, in past years, staff 
has also prepared a four-page Year in Review document.  The summary document from 
2013 is attached for reference. Staff would appreciate feedback on the document, and 
direction to prepare a similar document for 2014. Staff recommends distributing the 
document to interested parties through the Conservancy’s distribution lists. This 
document was also reviewed by the Public Advisory Committee at its February meeting. 
 

 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   
____________________________________________________________________ 
John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
 HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

  
 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

   UNANIMOUS  
  

 AYES: 
 

 
   NOES:   
   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN: 

 
 

    
 

 



Conservancy 
Board Members 

Joel Bryant 
City of Brentwood 

Hank Stratford 
City of Clayton 

Randy Pope 
City of Oakley 

Salvatore Evola 
City of Pittsburg 

Mary Piepho 
Contra Costa County 

The East Contra Costa County 
Habitat Conservation Plan/ 

Natural Community 
Conservation Plan 

The  East  Contra  Costa  County 
Habitat  Conservation  Plan  /
Natural  Community  Conserva– 
tion Plan (the “Plan”) gives local 
cities and agencies control over 
endangered  species  permitting 
in  their  jurisdiction. 

Under  the  Plan,  project 
proponents pay a fee or provide 
their  own  conservation, 
conduct  limited  avoidance 
measures  and  receive  species 
permits  from  their  local  land 
use  agency.    Fees  and  grants 
fund  Preserve  System 
acquisitions,  management  and 
restoration. 

The  East  Contra  Costa  County 
Habitat  Conservancy  (the 
“Conservancy”)  implements 
and  ensures  compliance  with 
the Plan and oversees assembly 
and operation of the HCP/NCCP 
Preserve System. 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

2013 Year in Review 

The  East  Contra  Costa  County  Habitat  Conservancy 
continued  to  experience  success  in  2013  in  securing 
grant  funding  for  restoration;  staying ahead of  targets 
for land acquisition and in meeting specific conservation 
requirements.  Several  urban  development  and  rural 
infrastructure projects  received  streamlined permitting 
through  the  HCP/NCCP  in  2013  and  are  under 
construction.  The Conservancy  added  114  biologically‐
rich  acres  to  the  HCP/NCCP  Preserve  System.    These 
acquisition are not large in acreage, but are strategically 
important for the Preserve System.   2013 was also year 
of  laying  the groundwork  for  future  large  acquisitions,  
restoration projects and permitting improvements.   

HABITAT RESTORATION 

LAND ACQUISITION 

PROJECT PERMITTING 

WETLAND COORDINATION 
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The HCP/NCCP gives local cities and agencies control over state and federal endangered species permitting in their jurisdiction. 
Twelve projects  received  take coverage under  the Plan  in 2013,  including 3 urban development projects, 8  rural  infrastructure 

projects, and 1  rural operations and maintenance projects 
totaling  approximately  40.3  acres  of  permanent  impacts 
and  15.2  acres  of  temporary  impacts  on  terrestrial  land 
cover types.  

One significant project covered under the Plan in 2013 was 
the  Emerson  Ranch  project.  The  project  consists  of  567 
residential  lots,  a  23.74‐acre  commercial  parcel,  10‐acre 
park storm water detention pond/basin, and other trails and 
open  space.  This  project  is  the  first  major  subdivision 
project covered under the HCP/NCCP.  

Also  in  2013,  the  Contra  Costa  Transportation  Authority 
State Route 160/State Route 4 Bypass Phase 2 Connectors 
project  was  covered  under  the  Plan.  This  is  a  significant 
transportation  project  for  East  Contra  Costa  County  and 
the  second  phase  of  the  State  Route  4  Bypass  Project 
covered through the Plan. Coverage of this project through 

ACTIV IT IES    

BY  THE  NUMBERS  
2013 and cumulative since 2008 

Projects Permitted  Fees and CTRs Received 
In 2013: 12  In 2013: $2,280,919 
To date: 56  To date: $10,370,919 

Acres Impacted  Restoration Projects Constructed 
In 2013: 157  In 2013: 0 
To date: 305  To date: 7 

Properties Acquired  Acres Conserved 
In 2013: 2  In 2013: 114 
To date: 25  To date: 7,543 

Grants Received 
In 2013: $1,487,100 
To date: $30,457,100 

PROJECT PERMITTING

WETLAND  
COORDINATING

The  HCP/NCCP  was  designed  to  enable  permit 
streamlining to extend beyond endangered species 
and  include  regional  permitting  under  state  and 
federal  laws  for  impacts on  jurisdictional wetlands 
and waters. On May 4, 2012, the U.S. Army Corps 
of  Engineers  issued  Regional  General  Permit  1 
(RGP)  related  to  the  HCP/NCCP.  The  RGP  is 
designed  to  streamline wetland  permitting  in  the 
entire  HCP/NCCP  Plan  Area  by  coordinating  the 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures 
in  the  Plan  with  the  Corps’  wetland  permitting 
requirements. A few days earlier, on April 30, 2012, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued a 
Biological  Opinion  on  the  RGP.  The  Biological 
Opinion  for  the RGP  relies  on  the HCP/NCCP  for 
mitigation measures  and  eliminates  the  need  for 
the Corps  to  consult  individually with  the USFWS 
for each project covered by the RGP.  

Implementation  of  the RGP  to  further  streamline 
projects  covered  under  the  HCP/NCCP  has  been 
successful.    Approximately  10  projects  have 
benefited  from  coordinated  permitting  under  the 
RGP to date. 

PG&E Pittsburg‐Tesla Re‐Conductoring Project 
the HCP/NCCP  is another example of how  the HCP/NCCP 
helps  to  streamline  and  facilitate  major  infrastructure 
projects in the County. 

Another  large project  is  the Pacific Gas & Electric  (PG&E) 
Pittsburg‐Tesla  Re‐Conductoring  project.  Although  the 
project  spanned Contra Costa  and Alameda  counties,  the 
portion of the project  in Contra Costa County was covered 
under  the Plan, whereas  the portions outside of  the HCP/
NCCP  inventory  area,  required  a  Biological Opinion  from 
USFWS . 
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Highlights of the Preserve System include 
the following achievements: 

 5,450 acres of annual grassland
preserved 

 Oak woodland preservation
requirement exceeded by 312% 

 62% of the oak savanna preservation
requirements achieved 

 43% of pond and 21% of alkali wetland
preservation requirements achieved 

 26 stands of covered plants preserved

 Intermittent and ephemeral stream
preservation requirements achieved 

 Occupied or suitable habitat provided
for at least 20 of the 28 covered species 

HABITAT RESTORATION & CREATION

LAND ACQUISITION

The first six years of Plan implementation have resulted in significant progress toward acquisition goals, including two properties 
acquired in 2013. All acquisitions to date, totaling 9,213 acres, have been completed in partnership with East Bay Regional Park 
District  (i.e. EBRPD will own  and manage Preserve System  lands). Acquired  lands will  also become part of  the  regional park 
system. There is still a long way to go, but the 9,213 acres already acquired is ahead of the average pace necessary to assemble 
the 30,300‐acre Preserve System estimated to be required by Year 30 (2037). 

 

 

The Plan requires stream, wetland and pond restoration and creation to compensate  for  impacts to these habitat types. The 
Conservancy has aggressively pursued wetland and pond  restoration  requirements. To date, seven  restoration projects have 
been  constructed  and  each  is  now monitored  and  adaptively managed.  The  seven  restoration  projects  provide  a  range  of 

benefits to covered species.  

Conservancy projects are monitored and managed to ensure 
they  function  well  for  species.  This  more  intensive 
monitoring  and management  continues  for  a minimum  of 
five  years.    Close  monitoring  of  restoration  sites  has 
informed management  actions  including:  reseeding  areas, 
adjusting  grazing  patterns,  and    aggressively  combating 
invasive weeds. The first two projects that the Conservancy 
constructed (Lentzner Spring and Souza I) have met most of  
established  success  criteria  and  will  be  monitored  less 
intensively in 2014 and moving forward. 

Conservancy  efforts  toward  restoration  and  creation  of 
wetland habitat types in 2013 were focused on planning and 
design for the Hess Creek and Wetland Restoration Project.  
The  project  will  restore  a  section  of  Hess  Creek  and 
wetlands on the floodplain.  This project will be visible from 
Kirker Pass Road in the western portion of the Plan area. 

Monitoring at the Souza I wetland project site 

ECCC HCP/NCCP Preserve System to date 
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The Conservancy takes in revenue from three primary sources: grants, fees, and contributions to recovery.  These sources fund 
Preserve System acquisitions, management, monitoring and restoration. Various  federal, state, and private  funding sources 
generously granted $1,487,100 to Conservancy activities during 2013. Fees received from the twelve projects permitted in 2013 
totaled  $1,995,232, while  contributions  to  recovery  received  from  seven  projects  totaled  $285,687.  Local matching  funds, 
which include funds provided by or grants awarded to local partners, totaled $696,500. 

FUNDING

New Conservancy Revenues in 2013  Amount 

Grant Funds received in 2013*  $1,487,100 

Local Matching Funds leveraged in 2013**  $696,500 

Fees received in 2013***  $1,995,232 

Contributions to recovery received in 2013****  $285,687 

Total new funding in 2013  $4,464,519 

   

   

51%

32%

15%

2%

Grants Received*

Local Matching Funds**

Fees***

Contributions to Recovery***** The grants in 2013 were awarded by various State and Federal Agencies 
including CDFW, USFWS, and WCB. 
** Local matching funds include contributions by the East Bay Regional Park 
District of its own funds or grant funds for joint acquisition and management. 
*** Development, rural infrastructure, wetland, stream and administrative 
fees. 
**** Payments by permit recipients that fund habitat improvements beyond 
required avoidance and mitigation measures. 

For  streamlined permitting  to  continue under  the Plan, 
conservation  must  stay  ahead  of  impacts.  The  Plan 
specifies detailed metrics  that  the Conservancy uses  to 
track progress of Plan implementation.   

Summarized data is displayed (left) showing that 35% of 
all  conservation of  terrestrial habitat expected over  the 
30‐year  life  of  the  Plan  has  already  occurred.  All 
categories of habitat conservation are well ahead of the 
impacts to these habitat types. 

A more detailed accounting of conservation, restoration, 
creation and impacts is provided in Figure ES‐1 and Table 
14 in the 2013 Annual Report. 

STAYING AHEAD

PARTNERS IMPLEMENTING THE HCP/NCCP 

City of Brentwood 

City of Clayton 

City of Oakley 

City of Pittsburg 

Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District 

East Bay Regional Park District 

East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

35%

6%

<100%

2% <1% 2%
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Terrestrial Aquatic Stream

%  of  Conservation Achieved

%  of  Impacts Incurred

Consolidated Habitat Classifications 

Conservation Compared to Impacts 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

More information about the East 
Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy can be found online at 
www.cocohcp.org. 

The HCP/NCCP Overview booklet and 
the 2013 Annual Report can be both 
downloaded from the website. To 
reach the Conservancy, please contact 
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us or 
925‐674‐7203. 

Agricultural‐Natural Resources Trust of Contra 
Costa County 

California Native Plant Society 

Contra Costa Council 

Contra Costa County Citizens Land Alliance 

Contra Costa County Farm Bureau 

Discovery Builders Inc. 

Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

Home Builders Association of Northern California 

Rural/suburban residents 

Save Mount Diablo 

Sources of Funding for Plan Implementation  

2008‐2013 
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Agenda Item #7 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman) 
 
SUBJECT: CEQA Species Analysis 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
APPROVE the amended report entitled “Assessment of Plan Effects on California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Species”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
As set forth in the HCP/NCCP (Section 1.3.4), the Conservancy is responsible for preparing 
a document that will analyze the benefits that Plan implementation will have on special status 
species that are not explicitly covered by the Plan.  Staff initiated this task and has worked 
with H.T. Harvey and Associates with additional review and input from staff at ICF Jones & 
Stokes.  The attached report: “East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP: Assessment of Plan 
Effects on CEQA Species” was developed. The Board approved the Report at the February 
Governing Board meeting. 
 
Shortly after the Governing Board action, the Conservancy realized that there was a mistake 
in Table 3 (page 12).  The edit is attached as well as the revised replacement page.  Upon 
Board approval, a corrected version of the entire document will be posted to the 
Conservancy’s website. 
 
Attachments: 
7a: Tracked changes Table 3 of East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP: Assessment of Plan Effects 

on CEQA Species 
7b: Replacement page for Table 3 of East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP: Assessment of Plan 

Effects on CEQA Species 
 
 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:     

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
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ATTESTED   
____________________________________________________________________ 
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between the initial vs. maximum UDA scenarios (Figure 2).  It is important to note that even if a 
zone is listed as moderate or lower priority under either development scenario, specific 
acquisition requirements set forth in the Plan must still be met by the end of the 30-year Plan 
term.  These subzone-specific requirements are summarized in Tables 3-5.   
 
Table 3.  Acquisition Requirements for AA Zones 1, 2, and 3.1   

SUBZONE(S) ACQUISITION REQUIREMENTS NOTES  

1a 85 ac annual grassland preserved   

1b and 1c At least 1450 ac of annual grassland Creates a connection from Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve to Detachment Concord  

1d At least 25% will be acquired 

Acquisition will focus on the southern half of the 
subzone, providing better linkage between Black 
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve and Detachment 
Concord. 

 

1e No requirements 
If land is acquired to meet other requirements (e.g. 
overall grassland requirements), it will be contiguous 
with other acquired lands 

 

2a At least 60% will be acquired; Known 
population of Mt. Diablo manzanita 

Acquisitions will focus on northwestern and 
southeastern corners to increase connections between 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, 
Detachment Concord, and Clayton Ranch 

 

2c At least 7 of 13 ponds Acquisitions will provide habitat for pond-associated 
species 

 

2a, 2b, 2c At least 90% of the remaining chaparral 

Acquisitions will protect modeled core habitat for 
Alameda whipsnake and link whipsnake habitat 
between Mt. Diablo State Park and Black Diamond 
Mines Regional Preserve; A 0.5-mile connection 
between Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 
and Clayton Ranch will be acquired. 

 

2d The known occurrence of round-leaved 
filaree  

 

2f 

Land acquired for San Joaquin kit fox 
movement will contain at least two known 
occurrences of big tarplant and the known 
occurrence of round-leaved filaree in Deer 
Valley 

If possible, acquisitions will include sites known to 
support alkali soils in Deer Valley 

 

2h 
The two known occurrences of big 
tarplant and the known occurrences of Mt. 
Diablo manzanita and Brewer’s dwarf flax 

If pre-acquisition surveys indicate modeled suitable 
habitat for silvery legless lizard to be suitable, those 
sites will be given a higher priority 

 

3a At least 90% (of 177 ac) of modeled 
habitat for Alameda whipsnake 

Protected habitat is largest block of chaparral/scrub 
outside existing protected lands; acquired land will 
increase width of linkage with other large chaparral 
patches in Mt. Diablo State Park 

 

3b and 3c No requirements Land acquired in these zones can count toward land 
cover acquisition requirements 

 

Deleted: Satisfies MOU between Discovery 
Builders and the HCPA

Agenda Item #7a



 

ECCC HCP/NCCP  
CEQA Species Assessment 

H. T. Harvey & Associates 
17 February 2015 

 

12 

between the initial vs. maximum UDA scenarios (Figure 2).  It is important to note that even if a 
zone is listed as moderate or lower priority under either development scenario, specific 
acquisition requirements set forth in the Plan must still be met by the end of the 30-year Plan 
term.  These subzone-specific requirements are summarized in Tables 3-5.   
 
Table 3.  Acquisition Requirements for AA Zones 1, 2, and 3.1   

SUBZONE(S) ACQUISITION REQUIREMENTS NOTES  

1a 85 ac annual grassland preserved   

1b and 1c At least 1450 ac of annual grassland Creates a connection from Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve to Detachment Concord  

1d At least 25% will be acquired 

Acquisition will focus on the southern half of the 
subzone, providing better linkage between Black 
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve and Detachment 
Concord. 

 

1e No requirements 
If land is acquired to meet other requirements (e.g. 
overall grassland requirements), it will be contiguous 
with other acquired lands 

 

2a At least 60% will be acquired; Known 
population of Mt. Diablo manzanita 

Acquisitions will focus on northwestern and 
southeastern corners to increase connections between 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, 
Detachment Concord, and Clayton Ranch 

 

2c At least 7 of 13 ponds Acquisitions will provide habitat for pond-associated 
species 

 

2a, 2b, 2c At least 90% of the remaining chaparral 

Acquisitions will protect modeled core habitat for 
Alameda whipsnake and link whipsnake habitat 
between Mt. Diablo State Park and Black Diamond 
Mines Regional Preserve; A 0.5-mile connection 
between Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 
and Clayton Ranch will be acquired. 

 

2d The known occurrence of round-leaved 
filaree  

 

2f 

Land acquired for San Joaquin kit fox 
movement will contain at least two known 
occurrences of big tarplant and the known 
occurrence of round-leaved filaree in Deer 
Valley 

If possible, acquisitions will include sites known to 
support alkali soils in Deer Valley 

 

2h 
The two known occurrences of big 
tarplant and the known occurrences of Mt. 
Diablo manzanita and Brewer’s dwarf flax 

If pre-acquisition surveys indicate modeled suitable 
habitat for silvery legless lizard to be suitable, those 
sites will be given a higher priority 

 

3a At least 90% (of 177 ac) of modeled 
habitat for Alameda whipsnake 

Protected habitat is largest block of chaparral/scrub 
outside existing protected lands; acquired land will 
increase width of linkage with other large chaparral 
patches in Mt. Diablo State Park 

 

3b and 3c No requirements Land acquired in these zones can count toward land 
cover acquisition requirements 

 

Agenda Item #7b



Agenda Item #8 
 

EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman) 
 
SUBJECT: Finances 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Consider the following items related to the Conservancy finances: 
 

a. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Vollmar Natural 
Lands Consulting, to extend the payment limit by $65,000 from $12,000 to $77,000 and to 
extend the term of the contract to December 2015. 

b. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Monk and 
Associates by $30,000 from $40,000 to $70,000.  

c. AUTHORIZE staff to execute an amendment to the existing contract with Restoration 
Resources by $50,000 from $50,000 to $100,000.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  Yes  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION TAKEN AND 
ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY GOVERNING BOARD ON THE 
DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   ____________________________________________________________________ 

John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HABITAT 
CONSERVANCY 
  

 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

   UNANIMOUS  
   AYES: 

 
 

   NOES:   
   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN: 
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DISCUSSION 
 
The Conservancy has existing contracts with two biological consulting firms and one 
maintenance contractor that require amendment to proceed with important restoration tasks. 
 
Item (a): Vollmar Natural Lands Consulting, Inc. (VNLC): 
VNLC is a firm that is new to working with the Conservancy.  Staff selected VNLC to work with 
the Conservancy from the September 2013 recruitment for “On-Call Conservation Planning 
Services and Preserve Establishment and Management Services”.  In November 2014, the 
Conservancy contracted with the firm for $12,000 to initiate a restoration opportunities 
assessment on new acquisitions.  Conservancy staff is encouraged by the work done to date on 
developing concept restoration plans for the Horse Valley area of the Roddy Ranch property and 
recommends amending the existing contract with the firm to move forward with preliminary 
studies and restoration designs for that area. This contract recommended by staff would fund the 
initial work on this project. An amendment or new contract would be brought to the Board for 
consideration to authorize development of interim and final designs, construction bid package, 
and permitting. The recommendation is to authorize staff to amend the existing contract with 
VNLC by up to $65,000 from $12,000 to $77,000.  Please find an overview below: 
 

Contract amount: $77,000 
Primary tasks: Development of concept designs and preliminary project plans for a creek 
and wetland restoration project including completing the needed assessments, surveys, soil 
investigations, delineations and studies needed.  Develop construction drawings to a 30% 
level for conversations with project partners and permitting agencies.  
Funding sources: Conservancy funds 

 
The proposed contract amendment is consistent with the adopted 2015 Conservancy Budget.   
 
Item (b): Monk and Associates:  
The recommendation is to authorize staff to amend the existing contract with Monk and 
Associates by $30,000 from $40,000 to $70,000.  The term of the contract will remain the same. 
Staff recommends adding funds to cover expenses to develop plans for design work related to 
creation, restoration and repairing vernal pool habitat on Preserve properties. Please find an 
overview below: 
 

Contract amount: $70,000 
Primary tasks: Continued monitoring restoration projects including Souza I, Upper Hess, 
Souza II Corral vernal pool, and Vaquero Farms South wetland projects. Provide 
restoration opportunities analysis and on-call biological services related to unanticipated 
botanical and wildlife tasks that may be encountered on properties or projects. Provide 
designs for and oversight of restoration, creation and repair of wetland habitat.  Develop 
final As-Built documents for the projects. 
Funding sources:  Conservancy funds 
 

The proposed contract amendment is consistent with the Conservancy’s proposed 2015 budget.  
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Item (c): Restoration Resources, Inc.:  The recommendation is to authorize staff to amend the 
contract with Restoration Resources, Inc. by $50,000 from $50,000 to $100,000 for on-call 
maintenance tasks for the term January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015.  This augmentation 
of budget is requested due to unanticipated circumstances at the Hess Creek Restoration Project 
site. There are two main factors that have resulted in the rapid contract draw down: 
 

1) Replanting and Protection of Plantings: Restoration Resources installed over 2,000 
plants at the newly restored Hess Creek Restoration site. Resident ground squirrels 
were very aggressive in digging up newly installed acorns and buckeye nuts. The 
Conservancy has not experienced such a high loss of plant material on other projects, 
and did not anticipate it occurring on this site. The Conservancy asked Restoration 
Resources to plant new material and construct and install protective cages around the 
oak and buckeye planting sites.   

2) Drought: The Conservancy budgeted for watering of newly installed plants to 
commence in late April/early May depending on rain.  With the lack of consistent 
rainfall in 2015, the contractor has been watering the installed plants on site every two 
weeks since February. This has been a heavy draw on contract funds.   

 
In anticipation of having to continue to water throughout the year, Conservancy staff are working 
with Restoration Resources staff to find efficient watering strategies.  Increased funding will be 
spent on watering new restoration plantings as well as other adaptive management activities as 
needed on recent acquisitions.  Please find an overview of tasks below: 
 

Primary tasks: Maintenance, Adaptive Management and Restoration work on Souza 1, 
Souza 2, Upper Hess Creek Watershed, and Hess Creek Restoration, Vaquero Farms, 
Roddy Ranch and Smith properties and projects. 
Funding sources:  Conservancy funds 

 
The proposed contract is consistent with the Conservancy’s proposed 2015 Budget. 
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EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

 
 
DATE: April 27, 2015 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman) 
 
SUBJECT:  Conservancy Research Program 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
DIRECT the Public Advisory Committee (PAC) to provide suggestions for involving 
individuals, educational organizations, and other public organizations in research 
opportunities in the Preserve System.  
 
DISCUSSION 
In its discussion of managing and monitoring the Conservancy Preserve System, the 
HCP/NCCP contemplates activities to inform these activities (Chapter 7).  One activity 
that is highlighted is “Directed Science.”  The Conservancy has engaged in a number of 
scientific endeavors (research and pilot projects) with the East Bay Regional Park District 
and consulting scientists.  These efforts include development of the Historical Ecology 
Report, studying golden eagle flight patterns to better understand the interactions eagles 
have with wind turbines, refining the understanding of blooming periods of specific 
special status plants, and monitoring the success of the translocation of vernal pool 
crustacean inoculum (fairy shrimp cysts) to constructed/restored wetlands. These studies 
and pilot projects are informing management actions and laying the groundwork for 
future research. 
 
The Plan also contemplates collaborating with individuals as well as colleges and 
universities “to conduct research on preserve lands to address key management 
questions.” The Conservancy staff recommends that the Governing Board refer the 
development of a program for public outreach and engagement in research activities 
consistent with the HCP/NCCP to the Conservancy Public Advisory Committee for 
discussion. 
 

 

CONTINUED ON ATTACHMENT:  No  
ACTION OF BOARD ON: April 27, 2015  APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

OTHER:   
 

VOTE OF BOARD MEMBERS  
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF AN ACTION 
TAKEN AND ENTERED ON THE MEETING RECORD OF THE CONSERVANCY 
GOVERNING BOARD ON THE DATE SHOWN. 
 
ATTESTED   
____________________________________________________________________ 
John Kopchik, SECRETARY OF THE EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
 HABITAT CONSERVANCY 

  
 
BY:____________________________________________________________, DEPUTY 

   UNANIMOUS  
  

 AYES: 
 

 

  
 NOES:  

 

   ABSENT:   
   ABSTAIN: 

 
 

    
 

 

 


	1_GB_Agenda_April
	6) Consider the following actions related to the Conservancy’s 2014 Annual Report: (Abigail Fateman)

	3_Cover Memo_GB meeting record
	EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
	HABITAT CONSERVANCY
	FROM: Conservancy Staff
	RECOMMENDATION
	DISCUSSION

	3a_Draft_Meeting_Record_02-23-15
	4_Cover_Memo_2014_financial_audit
	4a_eccch 2014 bfs
	4b_eccch 2014 moic
	4c_eccch 2014sa
	5_Legislative update_cover memo
	EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
	HABITAT CONSERVANCY

	5a_FY 2016 Section 6 funding sign-on letter - Feinstein
	5b_2016_Dear_Colleage_signed
	5c_CHCPC Booklet FY2016 Single Pages
	5d_CHCPC letter re Cap & Trade revenue
	6_Cover memo_Annual Report 2014
	EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
	HABITAT CONSERVANCY
	FROM: Conservancy Staff
	RECOMMENDATION
	Consider the following actions related to the Conservancy’s 2014 Annual Report:
	DISCUSSION

	6b_Year In Review 2013
	7_CEQA Species Analysis-revised-cover memo
	7a_Report_replacement_trackedchange
	7b_Report replacement page
	8_Finances cover memo
	9_Cover memo_Public_Research
	EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
	HABITAT CONSERVANCY
	FROM: Conservancy Staff (Abigail Fateman)
	RECOMMENDATION
	DISCUSSION




