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Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 
Airport Committee 

 
Monday, March 8, 2010, 11:00 a.m. 

550 Sally Ride Drive 
Director of Airports Office 

 
Final Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11:06 a.m. by Supervisor Bonilla. 
 
Supervisor Susan Bonilla, Chair and Supervisor Mary Piepho were introduced.  County Staff present:  
Luis Quinonez, Chief of Staff for Supervisor Bonilla; Keith Freitas, Airport; Beth Lee, Airport; and 
Natalie Olesen, Airport. 
 
2.  Approval of Minutes 
November 1, 2009 minutes were approved. 
 
3.  Public Comment: 
None  
 
4.  Report by Aviation Advisory Committee 
Tom Weber, Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC) Chair, reported: 

• The AAC Annual Report was approved by the Board of Supervisors (Board) in December. 
− The Airport Committee thanked the AAC for their effectiveness in 2009 and the higher level 

of participation by its members. 
• Total annual noise complaints in 2005 were 248 and were down to only 87 in 2009.  The most 

dramatic change was in noise complaints from Pleasant Hill due to an instrument departure 
change.   

• The Airport Land Use Commission submitted a letter asking for additional information with 
regard to the proposed power plant near the Byron Airport. 
− The Byron Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) submitted a letter of support which was 

filed with the California Energy Commission (CEC) by the developer. 
• Derek Mims is the new City of Pleasant Hill representative on the AAC replacing long time 

member Dave Freet.  
 
5.  AAC Bylaw Change 
Tom Weber reported the AAC Officers reviewed the bylaws and were recommending the following: 

• Add wording to show the At-Large Members are nominated by the AAC. 
• Change the term to three years to better stagger term expirations 
• Change wording from “an automatic resignation” to “grounds for dismissal” for lack of 

attendance 
• Change quorum requirement to a majority of appointed members to ensure a quorum when there 

are unfilled positions. 
• Change scheduled meeting from third Tuesday of every other month to a designated date each 

month as appropriate 
The Airport Committee agreed to the recommended changes except the quorum requirement which will 
remain as six members.  Maryann Mason from County Counsel would be consulted about possible 
alternates.      
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The Airport Committee asked for the following changes: 

• Supervisor Bonilla asked for wording clarification of the appointments by the Cities of Pleasant 
Hill and Concord, DVC and the Airports Business Association. 

• Supervisor Piepho asked for clarification of “conflicts of interest not obvious”.  The Supervisor 
asked for Keith Freitas to discuss this further with her Chief-of-Staff and Maryann Mason of 
County Counsel to ensure conformity in committees in the County.  The language should also 
clarify if there are conflicts what the limitations are. 
 

A request was made by Bob Johnson, Manger of Concord Jet Service, to eliminate the requirement of all 
AAC members residing in the County:   

• More stakeholders could apply for the At-Large positions. 
• The Airports Business Association has only one member that lives in the County.  If that 

individual is unable to continue on the AAC then the Airports Business Association will not have 
representation. 
   

The Airport Committee approved changing the residency requirement only for the Airport Business 
Association representation to ensure a member can represent the group.  They did not approve changing 
the residency requirement for any other positions.  A suggestion was made to add a report by the Airport 
Business Association representative to the agenda at each AAC meeting.  All changes would be 
incorporated for review and approval at the next Airport Committee before going to the Internal 
Operations Committee.  
 
6.  Airport Development 
Beth Lee reported: 

• The Aviation Development Group (ADG) lease and Byron Jet Center Amendments are still 
working through the process.  Both parties are interested in breaking ground this spring. 
Supervisor Bonilla was concerned that the process was taking too long.  The Supervisor further 
questioned whether designated legal counsel was still being provided by County Counsel as per 
their agreement.   Keith Freitas responded that there is a designated County Counsel, but they 
also provide services to other departments which impacts their workload.  Supervisor Bonilla 
requested Keith to follow up with her and she would discuss this with County Counsel if 
necessary.  Supervisor Piepho suggested a memo with how long this was taking so that both 
members of the Airport Committee could follow up if needed. 

Keith Freitas reported: 
• Airport staff is trying to work with Silver Pacific on their requested lease changes. Supervisor 

Bonilla was concerned about the length of time to do the amendment.   
• Silver Pacific has not been returning calls or emails and is behind on rent. Silver Pacific reduced 

their rent payments to what they requested without Board approval and has not paid rent for 
some months altogether. 

• The AAC has requested Silver Pacific to attend their March 16, 2010 meeting to discuss the lease 
changes Silver Pacific has proposed. 

 
7.  Airport Enterprise Fund Reserve Fund Policy 
Keith Freitas stated the requested changes by the Airport Committee to the Reserve Fund Policy were 
made and reviewed by the AAC.  The changes include: 

• Using a previous 3 year average to determine amount to be added to the fund 
• The use of the fund to pay down debt 
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• Review by the AAC and then approval by the Airport Committee prior to using the fund 
• If there is not a consensus by the Airport Committee, then the item will be presented to the full 

Board for consideration and approval 
 

Approved by the Airport Committee. 
 
8.  Grazing License Selection and Ranking Process Policy 
Beth Lee reported the grazing solicitation process used in the selection and ranking of grazers was 
formalized in detail as requested by the Airport Committee.  Tom Weber commented the AAC spoke 
with some of the applicants and they felt it was a fair, unbiased process. 
 
Supervisor Bonilla cautioned that the rankings and any paperwork generated through the process needs 
to be saved for a period of time as a paper trail in case of appeal.  Beth Lee responded a statement would 
be added to the policy regarding the retention of those documents. 
 
Approved by the Airport Committee with the addition of a retention statement. 
 
9.  Fiscal Year (F/Y) 2009/2010 50% Budget 
Keith Freitas reported that halfway through the F/Y 2009/2010 budget, revenues and expenses are on 
target.  Supervisor Bonilla questioned staff levels.  Keith responded that currently the Airports have 14 
full time employees and seven (7) vacant positions.     
 
8. Future Agenda Items 
 
• To be determined 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 


