Contra Costa County
Fish and Wildlife Committee (FWC)
Date: June 17, 2020
Time: 3:00 p.m.

AGENDA
To slow the spread of COVID-19, the Health Officer’s Shelter Order of June 5, 2020, prevents public
gatherings. In lieu of a public gathering, the Fish and Wildlife Committee meeting will be accessible
via live-streaming and telephone to all members of the public as permitted by the Governor’s
Executive Order N29-20.
Fish and Wildlife Committee meetings can be accessed live either online or by telephone:
Access the meeting live online at:
https://zoom.us/j/95588120064
Access the meeting by telephone at (888) 278-0254 followed by access code 198675##.
Persons who wish to address the committee during public comment or with respect to an item that is on the agenda
may do so either online or by telephone. If accessing the meeting online, request to speak by clicking the “raise
hand” function. If accessing the meeting by telephone, request to speak by dialing #2.

3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the February 19, 2020 meeting.
3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed.
4) Elect FWC officers (Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary)
5) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
6) Consider the following CONSENT items:
a) Review and accept the letter of appreciation from Friends of Pinole Creek Watershed
for their 2020 “Pinole Creek Watershed Native Plant Garden at the Pinole Library”
project.
b) Review and accept the final report from Mt. View Sanitary District for their 2018
“MVSD Floating Treatment Wetlands Project – Pilot Study” project.
c) Review and accept the final report from Marine Science Institute for their “2020
Delta Voyage Program” project.

d) Review and consider accepting the final report from Greens-at-Work for their 2019
“City of Richmond Adopt-a-Spot Rehabilitation Project (Richmond/CA)” with a
modification to the usage of funds approved for fencing to paying a landscape
professional to assist with the elimination of a Bermuda grass infestation.
e) Review and approve the University of California, Berkeley’s request for an extension
of time to complete their 2019 “Native Bees in Urban Brentwood and Agricultural
Brentwood” project.
f) Review and accept the progress report from the City of El Cerrito on their 2019 “El
Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center – Hillside Habitat Restoration
Project”. Consider approving two requests: 1) an extension of time to complete the
project and 2) minor modifications to the usage of approved grant funds.
7) Consider approving an automatic additional year for the 2019 grant recipients to complete
their projects due to delays caused by the County Health Officer’s Shelter Order (Order) to
reduce the rate of transmission of Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (“COVID-19”) and the
uncertainty of the duration of the restrictions imposed by the Order.
8) Review and consider approving an out of cycle Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant
request from the Carquinez Regional Environmental Education Center (CREEC) to
enhance their capacity for environmental education and field trips.
9) Review and consider approving an out of cycle Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant
request from Contra Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD) and the Walnut Creek
Watershed Council (WCWC) to revegetate creeks to combat Arundo donax in Contra Costa
County.
10) Review, update and consider approving the draft Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 2021 grant cycle.
11) Review and discuss the draft 2020 work plan and annual report to the Board of Supervisors.
12) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next regular scheduled meeting is November
18, 2020. Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:
•
•
•
•

Field trip to Moorhen Marsh
Delta Conveyance Project Update
Informational brochure on invasive species
IPM Update

Adjourn
The Committee Chair may alter the order of agenda items at the meeting. Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-674-7831 or
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or Abigail Fateman at 925-674-7820 or abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of
Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda. Any
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed to a majority of the FWC members less
than 96 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection at 30 Muir Road in Martinez during business hours. The FWC will provide
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the
meeting.
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Draft Meeting Minutes of the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee on February 19, 2020

3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
Roni Gehlke, Susan Heckly, Kathleen Jennings, Nicole Kozicki, Daniel Pellegrini, Heather
Rosmarin and Jeff Skinner attended the meeting. Judy Bendix, Clark Dawson, and Brett Morris
provided advance notice that they would not be able to attend the meeting. Tascha Barnes (Outside
the Box 925), JD Bergeron (International Bird Rescue), Jeffrey Gilman (Lafayette Creeks
Committee), Devin Jackson (Outside the Box 925), Steven Kennedy, Bob Peoples, James Roberts
(Marine Science Institute), Ford Tivakur and Pat Winters attended the meeting. Maureen Parkes
(CCC Department of Conservation and Development) attended as staff.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the January 15, 2020 meeting. The meeting minutes were
approved as written.
Motion: Kozicki, Second: Heckly
Vote: 6-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Gehlke, Heckly, Kozicki, Pellegrini, Rosmarin and Skinner
None
Bendix, Dawson, Jennings and Morris
None

3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed. There were no public comments.
4) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
Maureen Parkes updated the Committee on the following items:
•
•
•

•

Judy Bendix, Jim Dawson and Brett Morris provided advance notice that they would not
be able to attend the meeting today.
Bob Simmons confirmed that he is available on October 1, 2020 and would be pleased to
talk about Arundo at the Fall Forum.
A Notice of Preparation of Environmental Impact Report for the Delta Conveyance
Project was sent out on January 15, 2020. Comments are due by March 20, 2020 at 5:00
p.m.
Email Correspondence Forwarded to the FWC Members:


Email from Roni Gehlke regarding the passing of Whitney Dotson, East Bay
Regional Park District Board Member
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Newsletters and Announcements
 Lindsay Wildlife Experience - 2
 Department of Water Resources - 4
 Bay Area Monitor and Notes – 3
 California Fish and Game Commission -7
 IPM Committee – 3
 Urban Bee Lab
 Save Mount Diablo

5) Consider the following CONSENT items:
a) Review and accept the letter of appreciation from Marine Science Institute for their
“2019 Delta Education Equipment” project.
b) Review and accept the final report from UC Berkeley for their 2018 “Native Bees in
Urban Brentwood and Agricultural Brentwood” project.
The Committee reviewed and accepted Items 5a and 5b.
Motion: Kozicki, Second: Heckly
Vote: 6-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Gehlke, Heckly, Kozicki, Pellegrini, Rosmarin and Skinner
None
Bendix, Dawson, Jennings and Morris
None

6) Review and accept the interim report from the Regional Park Foundation on their “East
Bay Mountain Lion Project”. Consider approving two requests: 1) an extension of time to
complete the project and 2) to use the remaining balance of $4,863.95 for the purchase and
installation of two more camera traps and to pay their intern for continued assistance with
the project. The Committee reviewed and accepted the interim report; and approved Regional
Parks Foundation’s request to use the remaining balance of grant funds for the purchase and
installation of two more camera traps and to pay their intern for continued assistance with the
project.
Motion: Kozicki, Second: Heckly
Vote: 6-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Gehlke, Heckly, Kozicki, Pellegrini, Rosmarin and Skinner
None
Bendix, Dawson, Jennings and Morris
None

7) Continue to consider the 21 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund applications submitted by
January 6, 2020. Consider making a recommendation to the Internal Operations Committee
of the Board of Supervisors on this matter. As per a memo dated January 18, 2011, a member
provided disclosure regarding potential or perceived conflict of interest. Kathleen Jennings
disclosed that she is a co-chair on the Peyton Slough Wetlands Advisory Committee, an
organization that has a relationship to Mt. View Sanitary District which had applied for a grant.
Several grant applicants and/or their representatives were in attendance and provided additional
verbal information in response to the Committee’s questions regarding their grant applications.
The FWC approved the following 16 recommendations on the 2020 grants and authorized staff to
provide a report to the Internal Operations Committee on this matter. A copy of the memo
provided to the IO for consideration is attached.
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1) Appropriate $5,900.00 to The Regents of the University of California for their Native Bees in
Urban Brentwood and Agricultural Brentwood project. This is a continuation of Dr. Frankie's
research on native bees in the Brentwood area which will focus on the movement of native bees
between urban and ag Brentwood and their role in providing pollination services. Funds will be
used for travel, materials and supplies, and a bee taxonomist to be hired on a contract basis to
identify the bees.
2) Appropriate $611.00 to Friends of Alhambra Creek for their Alhambra Native Plant Trail
project. The project has direct benefits to wildlife and creates an opportunity to teach volunteers
and visitors about the importance of native plants and wildlife. Funds will be used to purchase
native plants, plant labels, garden signs, and soil enhancements for existing sites and possibly
future new sites on the Alhambra Native Plant Trail and also for the printing of their brochure
that they offer at several local environmental events.
3) Appropriate $1,400.00 to Friends of Pinole Creek Watershed for their Pinole Creek Watershed
Native Plant Garden at the Pinole Library project. The project has direct benefits to wildlife and
creates an opportunity to teach the public about the importance of native plants and wildlife.
Funds will be used for supplies, plants and a fiscal sponsor fee.
4) Appropriate $6,000.00 to KIDS for the BAY for their Watershed Action Program project. Third,
fourth and fifth grade students will increase their knowledge of watershed science in the
classroom and in the field, as well as develop leadership skills, by completing an Environmental
Action Stewardship Project in their local watershed environment. Teachers will receive
professional development and professional-level academic credit units learning to teach the
WAP alongside their students and continue to teach it themselves to new classes. Funds will be
used for field trip transportation costs.
5) Appropriate $10,000.00 to Marine Science Institute (MSI) for their 2020 Delta Discovery
Voyage (DDV) project. The DDV program teaches science that is unique and relevant to the
region where the students live, human direct effect on the Delta ecosystem, and why it is
important to protect watersheds. Funds will be used for expendable supplies, MSI instructors'
overnight stays in an Antioch motel and fuel for the ship/MSI vehicles and Antioch Marina fee.
6) Appropriate $3,100.00 to Mt. View Sanitary District for their McNabney Marsh Nesting Bird
Survey and Raft Repair Project. The project will protect migratory bird nests, eggs, and chicks
from flooding and/or drowning in the Marsh. Partial funding is recommended and may only be
used for hardware/substrate for the rafts ($2,400) and one nesting bird survey ($700).
7) Appropriate $9,000.00 to Mt. View Sanitary District for their Wetlands Field Trip Program for
Contra Costa County Schools project. The 4-hour, hands-on, outdoor education program
provides instruction on pollution prevention and water quality, the value of wetland habitats for
people and wildlife, and aquatic animal adaptations. Funds will be used to pay for Lindsay
Wildlife Experience instructors.
8) Appropriate $3,600.00 to Salesian College Preparatory for their Wildcat Creek Monitoring:
Cross-Agency Outdoor Science and Water Quality Curriculum project. This project is in
partnership with the City of San Pablo and The Watershed Project. The City of San Pablo’s
Wildcat Creek Restoration Project will improve and restore a vital 800-foot section of Wildcat
Creek to create a more natural creek habitat. The creek monitoring program will train and engage
citizen scientists on improving water quality in CCC in order to provide suitable habitat for fish
populations. Funds will be used for meters, calibration standards, bioswale monitoring gear and
bioswale lab testing fees.
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9) Appropriate $1,050.00 to Worth a Dam for their Mystery at the Beaver Pond: The Case of the
Missing Salmon project. Children will be ‘nature detectives’ and solve a mystery at a beaver
pond, learning to identify the habits and tracks of various riparian wildlife. Funds will be used
for cards, envelopes, magnifying glasses, exhibit location map festival brochures, artist pastels,
children's pastels, printing of signs and quizzes given to the children after they complete the
activity.
10) Appropriate $4,000.00 to Lafayette Creeks Committee, City of Lafayette for their Lafayette
Arundo Eradication Project. This project is in collaboration with the Walnut Creek Watershed
Council. Arundo is an invasive, non-native plant that grows in thick stands that eliminate native
plants and the wildlife habitats and values associated with them. Removal from upper watershed
areas like Lafayette not only provides improved habitat for the removal sites, but also reduces
the likelihood for Arundo to become established at downstream sites through water transport of
live stems and roots. Funds will be used for Arundo removal and site clean-up, plants and
irrigation, planting, and site maintenance.
11) Appropriate $2,530.00 to SPAWNERS for their Increasing Educational use of Wilkie Creek
restoration site by elementary school students project. Partial funding is recommended and may
only be used for restoration and educational materials (no outreach materials). SPAWNERS is
expanding their educational programming, both in their in-class lessons as well as their service
learning field trips to the Wilkie Creek restoration site. Funds will be used on restoration and
educational supplies.
12) Appropriate $18,000.00 to Regional Parks Foundation for their Kids Healthy Outdoor Challenge
project. This program promotes outdoor education and play while also supporting the delivery
of third-grade curriculum. Funds will be used on bus transportation to regional parks for lowincome schools and printing of student booklets.
13) Appropriate $12,500.00 to International Bird Rescue (IBR) for their Resolving Negative
Human-Wildlife Interactions (AKA Urban Wildlife Conflicts) project. IBR is a referral hospital
and often treats the most challenging cases that are beyond the capacity or skills of other regional
wildlife centers and clinics. This funding will offset costs for birds admitted from Contra Costa
County to IBR's San Francisco Bay-Delta Wildlife Center between April 1 and December 31,
2020. The goal of the project is to address known, ongoing Urban Wildlife Conflicts (negative
human-wildlife interactions) in CCC in 2020. Funds will be used for medication, supplements,
vitamins, nutrition, and veterinary supplies.
14) Appropriate $1,000.00 to The California Urban Streams Partnership, A Project of Earth Island
Institute for their Equipping the California Urban Streams Partnership for Greater Impact
project. Partial funding is recommended and may only be used for supplies. With the addition
of the requested tools, CUSP staff will be able to decrease time spent harvesting willow by
more than half, allowing them to focus more time working with people to better watersheds
and habitat. Funds may be used to purchase necessary tools including a chain saw, pole saw,
coir fabric, fabric staples, pop-up tent, work gloves, hand pruners and a five gallon water
dispenser.
15) Appropriate $7,200.00 to Outside The Box 925 and Friends of the Creeks for their Schoolwide
Creek Restoration Projects. Outside the Box 925 is an education company that is working to
connect city creek groups with their associated schools in Mt. Diablo Unified School District.
This is a pilot project to put together place-based curriculum, outdoor experiences and year long
projects that support classroom teachers to get students involved in exploring, monitoring and
improving their nearby natural spaces. Funds will be used for class trips, class instruction, bus
transportation, and teacher training sessions.
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16) Further, the FWC also recommended that within a year of grant funding approval, or within one
month of project completion, whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit a final project
report which includes invoices and receipts documenting how funds were spent and the results
of the project. Details will be outlined in the grant award packet provided to all successful
applicants.
Motion: Heckly, Second: Rosmarin
Vote: 6-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Pellegrini, Rosmarin and Skinner
None
Bendix, Dawson, and Morris
None

8) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next regular scheduled meeting is April 15,
2020. Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Field trip to Moorhen Marsh
Election of Officers
Delta Conveyance Project Update
Informational brochure on invasive species
IPM Update
2020 Fall Forum
Draft Annual Report/Work Plan
2021 Grant RFP

Adjourn
The Committee Chair may alter the order of agenda items at the meeting. Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-674-7831 or
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or Abigail Fateman at 925-674-7820 or abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of
Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda. Any
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed to a majority of the FWC members less
than 72 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection at 30 Muir Road in Martinez during business hours. The FWC will provide
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the
meeting.

Agenda Item 2

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMITTEE
c/o Department of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553
Telephone: 925-674-7203

Fax: 925-674-7250

TO:

Internal Operations Committee
Supervisor Candace Andersen, Chair
Supervisor Diane Burgis, Vice Chair

FROM:

From: Daniel Pellegrini, Chair
Fish and Wildlife Committee
By: Maureen Parkes, Senior Planning Technician
Staff to Fish and Wildlife Committee

DATE:

May 4, 2020

SUBJECT:

Grant Funding Recommendations from the Contra Costa County Fish and
Wildlife Committee

The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee (FWC) has completed its review of grant requests
for funding from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (Fund) and is forwarding its grant award
recommendations to the Internal Operations Committee (IO).The FWC received and reviewed 21 grant
applications and recommends 15 of them for full or partial funding. The FWC is requesting that the IO
Committee consider these recommendations and make their own recommendation for consideration by the
full Board of Supervisors (Board). This memo provides background on the grant program, explains the
review process performed by the FWC and documents the FWC’s recommendations on grant funding.
I. Background
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund
The Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund was established in accordance with the California Fish and Game
Code (Code) 13100 as a repository for fines collected for certain violations of the Code and other
regulations related to fish and game. The most common fines are small ($25-$150) and are processed
through the four Superior Courts in Contra Costa County. The fines typically stem from hunting or fishing
violations (e.g. not possessing a valid license), and illegal dumping. Occasionally there are larger fines that
result from violations, including failure to obtain appropriate permits for activities such as streambed
alteration or illegal take of a special status species. A portion of the fines are deposited into the Fish and
Wildlife Propagation Fund. As of January 9, 2020, the Fund had an available balance of $314,055.47.
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FWC Grant Program
The Board has charged the FWC with coordinating a process by which fine money could be appropriately
“expended for the protection, conservation, propagation, and preservation of fish and wildlife” [Fish and
Game Code 13100]. Since 1996, the FWC has implemented a structured process for reviewing funding
requests. The FWC developed a grant application packet (attached), which includes a cover letter to
explain the grant process and funding priorities, an application to solicit relevant information about the
project, and a copy of the expenditure criteria established by California law for the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation Fund.
Public Outreach to Advertise the Grant Program
In July 2019, the application packet was sent to the Fish and Wildlife Committee mailing list, Contra
Costa Watershed Forum mailing list, and to teachers and programs that could benefit from the grant
program including Contra Costa County Office of Education, Contra Costa College, Diablo Valley
College, Medanos College, UC Berkeley and Mills College. Joan Morris wrote a short article in the
Contra Costa Times regarding the availability of the grant application packet. The CCC Office of
Communications and Media distributed a press release to local and regional media outlets regarding
the availability of the grant application packet and printed an article about the grant program in the Fall
2019 issue of County Clips. CCTV publicized it on the CountyNet Bulletin Board which reaches
400,000+ homes in the County. It was also made available on the Committee’s website and to anyone
who requested a copy.
FWC Grant Review Process in 2020
A total of 21 applications requesting a total of $162,701.00 were received by the application deadline.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee members considered the funding of the applications at their January and
February meetings. Some applicants attended FWC meetings to make themselves available to answer
questions regarding their applications.
II. Recommendation of Funding on Grants for 2020
At its February 19, 2020 meeting, the FWC recommended funding for 15 of the proposed projects.
Projects recommended for funding total $85,891.00 and are geographically located across the County.
More details are provided on the attached grant recommendations chart, which provides information on all
of the applications. The specific FWC recommendations and votes are listed on Pages 2 - 5. Members in
attendance and voting on these items were: Susan Heckly (District II), Daniel Pellegrini (District V),
Rhonda Gehlke (At-large), Kathleen Jennings (At-large), Heather Rosmarin (At-large) and Jeff Skinner
(At-large). Nicole Kozicki, the At-large Alternate, was in attendance and contributed to the discussion of
the grant proposals.
The following recommendations are for full funding of the project as proposed unless noted otherwise.
FWC Recommendations:
1) Appropriate $5,900.00 to The Regents of the University of California for their Native Bees in
Urban Brentwood and Agricultural Brentwood project. This is a continuation of Dr. Frankie's
research on native bees in the Brentwood area which will focus on the movement of native bees
between urban and ag Brentwood and their role in providing pollination services. Funds will be
used for travel, materials and supplies, and a bee taxonomist to be hired on a contract basis to
identify the bees.
Page 2 of 5
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2) Appropriate $611.00 to Friends of Alhambra Creek for their Alhambra Native Plant Trail project.
The project has direct benefits to wildlife and creates an opportunity to teach volunteers and
visitors about the importance of native plants and wildlife. Funds will be used to purchase native
plants, plant labels, garden signs, and soil enhancements for existing sites and possibly future new
sites on the Alhambra Native Plant Trail and also for the printing of their brochure that they offer at
several local environmental events.
3) Appropriate $1,400.00 to Friends of Pinole Creek Watershed for their Pinole Creek Watershed
Native Plant Garden at the Pinole Library project. The project has direct benefits to wildlife and
creates an opportunity to teach the public about the importance of native plants and wildlife. Funds
will be used for supplies, plants and a fiscal sponsor fee.
4) Appropriate $6,000.00 to KIDS for the BAY for their Watershed Action Program project. Third,
fourth and fifth grade students will increase their knowledge of watershed science in the classroom
and in the field, as well as develop leadership skills, by completing an Environmental Action
Stewardship Project in their local watershed environment. Teachers will receive professional
development and professional-level academic credit units learning to teach the WAP alongside
their students and continue to teach it themselves to new classes. Funds will be used for field trip
transportation costs.
5) Appropriate $10,000.00 to Marine Science Institute (MSI) for their 2020 Delta Discovery Voyage
(DDV) project. The DDV program teaches science that is unique and relevant to the region where
the students live, human direct effect on the Delta ecosystem, and why it is important to protect
watersheds. Funds will be used for expendable supplies, MSI instructors' overnight stays in an
Antioch motel and fuel for the ship/MSI vehicles and Antioch Marina fee.
6) Appropriate $3,100.00 to Mt. View Sanitary District for their McNabney Marsh Nesting Bird
Survey and Raft Repair Project. The project will protect migratory bird nests, eggs, and chicks
from flooding and/or drowning in the Marsh. Partial funding is recommended and may only be
used for hardware/substrate for the rafts ($2,400) and one nesting bird survey ($700).
7) Appropriate $9,000.00 to Mt. View Sanitary District for their Wetlands Field Trip Program for
Contra Costa County Schools project. The 4-hour, hands-on, outdoor education program provides
instruction on pollution prevention and water quality, the value of wetland habitats for people and
wildlife, and aquatic animal adaptations. Funds will be used to pay for Lindsay Wildlife
Experience instructors.
8) Appropriate $3,600.00 to Salesian College Preparatory for their Wildcat Creek Monitoring: CrossAgency Outdoor Science and Water Quality Curriculum project. This project is in partnership with
the City of San Pablo and The Watershed Project. The City of San Pablo’s Wildcat Creek
Restoration Project will improve and restore a vital 800-foot section of Wildcat Creek to create a
more natural creek habitat. The creek monitoring program will train and engage citizen scientists
on improving water quality in CCC in order to provide suitable habitat for fish populations. Funds
will be used for meters, calibration standards, bioswale monitoring gear and bioswale lab testing
fees.
Page 3 of 5
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9) Appropriate $1,050.00 to Worth a Dam for their Mystery at the Beaver Pond: The Case of the
Missing Salmon project. Children will be ‘nature detectives’ and solve a mystery at a beaver pond,
learning to identify the habits and tracks of various riparian wildlife. Funds will be used for cards,
envelopes, magnifying glasses, exhibit location map festival brochures, artist pastels, children's
pastels, printing of signs and quizzes given to the children after they complete the activity.
10) Appropriate $4,000.00 to Lafayette Creeks Committee, City of Lafayette for their Lafayette
Arundo Eradication Project. This project is in collaboration with the Walnut Creek Watershed
Council. Arundo is an invasive, non-native plant that grows in thick stands that eliminate native
plants and the wildlife habitats and values associated with them. Removal from upper watershed
areas like Lafayette not only provides improved habitat for the removal sites, but also reduces the
likelihood for Arundo to become established at downstream sites through water transport of live
stems and roots. Funds will be used for Arundo removal and site clean-up, plants and irrigation,
planting, and site maintenance.
11) Appropriate $2,530.00 to SPAWNERS for their Increasing Educational use of Wilkie Creek
restoration site by elementary school students project. Partial funding is recommended and may
only be used for restoration and educational materials (no outreach materials). SPAWNERS is
expanding their educational programming, both in their in-class lessons as well as their service
learning field trips to the Wilkie Creek restoration site. Funds will be used on restoration and
educational supplies.
12) Appropriate $18,000.00 to Regional Parks Foundation for their Kids Healthy Outdoor Challenge
project. This program promotes outdoor education and play while also supporting the delivery of
third-grade curriculum. Funds will be used on bus transportation to regional parks for low-income
schools and printing of student booklets.
13) Appropriate $12,500.00 to International Bird Rescue (IBR) for their Resolving Negative HumanWildlife Interactions (AKA Urban Wildlife Conflicts) project. IBR is a referral hospital and often
treats the most challenging cases that are beyond the capacity or skills of other regional wildlife
centers and clinics. This funding will offset costs for birds admitted from Contra Costa County to
IBR's San Francisco Bay-Delta Wildlife Center between April 1 and December 31, 2020. The goal
of the project is to address known, ongoing Urban Wildlife Conflicts (negative human-wildlife
interactions) in CCC in 2020. Funds will be used for medication, supplements, vitamins, nutrition,
and veterinary supplies.
14) Appropriate $1,000.00 to The California Urban Streams Partnership, A Project of Earth Island
Institute for their Equipping the California Urban Streams Partnership for Greater Impact project.
Partial funding is recommended and may only be used for supplies. With the addition of the
requested tools, CUSP staff will be able to decrease time spent harvesting willow by more than
half, allowing them to focus more time working with people to better watersheds and habitat.
Funds may be used to purchase necessary tools including a chain saw, pole saw, coir fabric, fabric
staples, pop-up tent, work gloves, hand pruners and a five gallon water dispenser.
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15) Appropriate $7,200.00 to Outside The Box 925 and Friends of the Creeks for their Schoolwide
Creek Restoration Projects. Outside the Box 925 is an education company that is working to
connect city creek groups with their associated schools in Mt. Diablo Unified School District. This
is a pilot project to put together place-based curriculum, outdoor experiences and year long projects
that support classroom teachers to get students involved in exploring, monitoring and improving
their nearby natural spaces. Funds will be used for class trips, class instruction, bus transportation,
and teacher training sessions.
16) Further, the FWC also recommended that within a year* of grant funding approval, or within one
month of project completion, whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit a final project report
which includes invoices and receipts documenting how funds were spent and the results of the
project. Details will be outlined in the grant award packet provided to all successful applicants.
[6 ayes/0 noes]
Ayes: Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Pellegrini, Rosmarin and Skinner; Noes: None; Abstain: None; Absent: Bendix,
Dawson and Morris

Staff recommends that grant awardees may request modifications to the budget allocations described in
their grant applications in writing and those requests may be approved by the Fish and Wildlife
Committee or the Department of Conservation and Development Director or his designee.
*The County Health Officer Order (Order) to reduce the rate of transmission of Novel Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (“COVID-19”) began on March 16, 2020, a month after the Fish and Wildlife Committee
made their grant recommendations. Due to the uncertainty of the duration of the “Order” staff
recommends that all grant recipients be allowed an automatic additional year to complete their projects.
Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-674-7831 or Abigail Fateman at 925-674-7820 with any questions.
Attachments:
• Grant application packet for Fish and Wildlife Propagation Funds
• Chart summarizing the applications and recommendations
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Grant Applications and Fish and Wildlife Committee Recommendations 2020

Organization

Type of Org

Project Title

Type of Project

Location of
Project

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$5,900.00

This is a request for funding a survey of
native bee species and their host
flowers in urban Brentwood. This is a
continuation of Dr. Frankie's research
on native bees in the Brentwood area
and their role in providing pollination
services. Funds are requested for travel,
materials and supplies, and a bee
taxonomist to be hired on a contract
basis to identify the bees.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (i) scientific research. The
Committee recommends funding of
Professor Frankie's research on the
movement of native bees between
urban and ag Brentwood and their
role in pollination services.

$0.00

This is a request for funding a research
project that will characterize and
explain factors shaping the gut
microbiome as part of the Briones LongTerm Study of California Ground
Squirrels which should provide insights
into the extent to which anthropogenic
alternations to habitat disrupt or
otherwise shape microbiota diversity.
Funds are requested for 16s Ribosomal
RNA Sequencing at Microbiome
Insights, DNeasy PowerSoil Kits from
Quagen, pipette tips, sunflower seeds
for bait, and Ziploc baggies for samples.

The Committee does not recommend
funding for this project because it did
not demonstrate it would provide as
much benefit to CCC fish and wildlife
as other grant applications.

(a) public education
(i) scientific research

A

B

The Regents of
the University
of California

Mills College

non-profit

school

Native Bees in
Urban Brentwood
and Agricultural
Brentwood

Can wildlife
stomach
anthropogenic
change?: Gut
microbiomes of
free-living
mammals across
the lifespan in
variable
environments

*CDFW has
confirmed this
project is eligible to
receive funds under
FGC Section
13103 (i)

East County

$5,900.00

(a) public education
(i) scientific research
(m) conservation
*CDFW has
confirmed this
project is eligible to
receive funds under
FGC Section 13103
(i) and (m)

Central County

$16,231.00

Agenda Item 2

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

C

D

Friends of
Alhambra
Creek

Friends of
Pinole Creek
Watershed

Type of Org

Group of
citizen
volunteers for
the betterment
of the
Alhambra
Creek
Watershed
(non-profit)

Grassroots
Community
Group with
fiscal
sponsorship by
the Watershed
Project

Project Title

Alhambra Native
Plant Trail

Pinole Creek
Watershed Native
Plant Garden at the
Pinole Library

Type of Project

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Central County

West County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$611.00

$1,400.00

Agenda Item 2

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$611.00

This is a request for funding to purchase
additional native plants, plant labels,
garden signs, and soil enhancements for
existing sites and possibly future new
sites on the Alhambra Native Plant Trail
and also for the printing of their
brochure that they offer at several local
environmental events.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (e) habitat improvement. The
project has direct benefits to wildlife
and creates an opportunity to teach
volunteers and visitors about the
importance of native plants and
wildlife.

$1,400.00

This is a request for funding to improve
the Pinole Library Native Plant Garden
and other highly visible sites along the
banks of Pinole Creek. In conjunction
with the Pinole Library Native Plant
Garden workdays, FoPCW will distribute
information about Pinole Creek
Watershed’s native fish, wildlife, and
plants and urge the community to join
them in protecting their natural
resources. Funds are requested for
supplies, plants and a fiscal sponsor fee.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (e) habitat improvement. The
project has direct benefits to wildlife
and creates an opportunity to teach
the public about the importance of
native plants and wildlife.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

E

F

John Swett
Unified School
District

KIDS for the
BAY

Type of Org

school

non-profit

Project Title

John Swett Unified
School District
Habitat
Improvement
Project

Watershed Action
Program

Type of Project

(e) habitat
improvement

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Central County

West County
60%
East County
40%

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$20,000.00

$6,000.00

Agenda Item 2

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$0.00

This is a request for funding the
installation of a trash rack and fencing
at the mouth of an underground
culvert, which passes under two schools
in Crockett, to keep unwanted debris
out of the culvert and ultimately out of
the Carquinez straight. Funds are
requested for three sections of
galvanized pipe - three feet in length,
concrete footings and the associated
installation of these materials.

The Committee does not recommend
funding for this project. The
Committee had concerns about the
feasibility of the budget and the
potential for trash racks to become
plugged.

$6,000.00

This is a request for funding to deliver
the Watershed Action Program (WAP)
and to support eight bay and delta field
trips for 200 students and eight
teachers from low-income third, fourth,
and fifth grade classes in El Cerrito,
Pittsburg, Antioch, Hercules, and
Richmond. The WAP uses multiple ways
to teach students about fish and wildlife
conservation including hands-on
science lessons that support Next
Generation Science Standards, and
fostering environmental stewardship of
the local watershed in Contra Costa
County through Environmental Action
Projects and trash clean-ups. Funds are
requested for field trip transportation
costs.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (e) habitat improvement. The
students will increase their
knowledge of watershed science in
the classroom and in the field, as well
as develop leadership skills, by
completing an Environmental Action
Stewardship Project in their local
watershed environment. Teachers
will receive professional
development and professional-level
academic credit units learning to
teach the WAP alongside their
students and continue to teach it
themselves to new classes.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

G

H

Marine
Science
Institute

Mt. View
Sanitary
District

Type of Org

non-profit

government

Project Title

2020 Delta
Discovery Voyage
Program

McNabney Marsh
Nesting Bird Survey
and Raft Repair
Project

Type of Project

Location of
Project

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$10,000.00

This is a request for funding to support
the 2020 Delta Discovery Voyage
Program (DDV). The DDV program
delivers STEM and environmental
education with hands-on science
curriculum that is aligned with Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
aboard their 90-foot research vessel on
the Sacramento-San Joaquin River
Delta. Funds are requested for
expendable supplies, MSI instructors'
overnight stays in an Antioch motel and
fuel for the ship/MSI vehicles and
Antioch Marina fee.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public
education. The DDV program teaches
science that is unique and relevant to
the region where the students live,
human direct effect on the Delta
ecosystem, and why it is important to
protect watersheds.

$3,100.00

This is a request for partial funding of
the repair of 16 nesting rafts and to
conduct 10 nesting bird surveys in
McNabney Marsh. The project would
protect migratory bird nests, eggs, and
chicks from flooding and/or drowning in
the Marsh, and help determine impacts
from tide gate operations on nesting
bird success. Funds are requested for
hardware/substrate for each raft,
nesting bird surveys, MVSD District
Biologist, and MVSD Utility Laborer.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (e) habitat
improvement. Partial funding is
recommended and may only be used
for hardware/substrate for the rafts
($2,400) and one nesting bird survey
($700). The project will protect
migratory bird nests, eggs, and chicks
from flooding and/or drowning in the
Marsh.

Central County
48%
(a) public education

(e) habitat
improvement

East County
52%

Central County

$10,000.00

$9,400.00

Agenda Item 2

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

I

J

Mt. View
Sanitary
District

Salesian
College
Preparatory

Type of Org

government

school

Project Title

Wetlands Field Trip
Program for Contra
Costa County
Schools

Wildcat Creek
Monitoring: CrossAgency Outdoor
Science and Water
Quality Curriculum

Type of Project

(a) public education

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Central County
89%
West County
11%

West County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$9,000.00

$3,600.00

Staff Summary of Request

Agenda Item 2

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$9,000.00

This is a request for partial funding of
18, four hour field trips to Moorhen
Marsh. The curriculum is designed in
partnership with the Lindsay Wildlife
Experience (LWE) in Walnut Creek. The
4-hour, hands-on, outdoor education
program provides instruction on
pollution prevention and water
quality, the value of wetland habitats
for people and wildlife, and aquatic
animal adaptations. Funds requested
are to pay for Lindsay Wildlife
Experience instructors.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public
education, fulfills educational goals
of the Committee and increases
outreach by providing funds for
instructors to teach the Wetlands
Field Trip Program to students
outside of the MVSD service area.

$3,600.00

This is a request for funds to develop an
outdoor science curriculum to help
connect the community to the natural
environment. This project is in
partnership with the City of San Pablo
and The Watershed Project. The City of
San Pablo’s Wildcat Creek Restoration
Project will improve and restore a vital
800-foot section of Wildcat Creek to
create a more natural creek habitat.
Funds are requested for meters,
calibration standards, bioswale
monitoring gear and bioswale lab
testing fees.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (e) habitat improvement. The
creek monitoring program will train
and engage citizen scientists on
improving water quality in CCC in
order to provide suitable habitat for
fish populations.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

K

L

Worth a Dam

Lafayette
Creeks
Committee,
City of
Lafayette

Type of Org

non-profit

Government Voluntary
Advisory
Committee

Project Title

Mystery at the
beaver pond: The
Case of the Missing
Salmon

Lafayette Arundo
Eradication Project
Match

Type of Project

(a) public education

(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Central County

Central County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$1,050.00

$4,000.00

Agenda Item 2

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$1,050.00

This is a request for funding a children's
educational activity at the 2020
Martinez Beaver Festival. “The Case of
the Missing Salmon” will invite children
to become ‘nature detectives’ and solve
a mystery at a beaver pond, learning to
identify the habits and tracks of various
riparian wildlife. Funds will be used for
cards, envelopes, magnifying glasses,
exhibit location map festival brochures,
artist pastels, children's pastels and
printing of signs and post tests.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public
education. "The Case of the Missing
Salmon" is a fun way to learn about
the essential benefits of a beaver
pond. The children will learn to
identify the tracks of frequent pond
wildlife and will gain a better
understanding of their lifecycles.

$4,000.00

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (e) habitat
improvement. Arundo is an invasive,
non-native plant that grows in thick
This is a request for funding Arundo
stands that eliminate native plants
eradication in the City Lafayette in
and the wildlife habitats and values
collaboration with Walnut Creek
associated with them. Removal from
Watershed Council. Funds are
upper watershed areas like Lafayette
requested for Arundo removal and site
not only provides improved habitat
clean-up, plants and irrigation, planting,
for the removal sites, but also
and site maintenance.
reduces the likelihood for Arundo to
become established at downstream
sites through water transport of live
stems and roots.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

M

SPAWNERS

Type of Org

non-profit

Project Title

Increasing
educational use of
Wilkie Creek
restoration site by
elementary school
students

Type of Project

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

West County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$4,140.00

$2,530.00

Staff Summary of Request

Agenda Item 2

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
and (e) habitat improvement. Partial
funding is recommended and may
only be used for restoration and
This is a request for funding educational
educational materials (no outreach
field trips from local elementary schools
materials). SPAWNERS is expanding
to SPAWNERS' Wilkie Creek restoration
their educational programming, both
site. Funds are requested for
in their in-class lessons as well as
restoration, educational and outreach
their service learning field trips to the
materials.
Wilkie Creek restoration site. Funds
will be used to ensure there are
plenty of restoration and educational
supplies on hand that are childappropriate.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

N

O

UC Berkeley,
Office of
Environment,
Health &
Safety

Golden Hour
Restoration
Institute

Type of Org

school

non-profit

Project Title

Coastal Terrace
Prairie Invasive
Species
Management

Contra Costa
County
Foundations in
Restoration Course

Type of Project

(e) habitat
improvement

(a) public education

Location of
Project

West County

Countywide

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$9,500.00

$2,750.00

Agenda Item 2

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$0.00

This is a request for funding for the
implementation of an aggressive
invasive species management plan in
the Spring of 2020 as a supplement to
overall coastal terrace prairie
management at UCB's Richmond Field
Station. The coastal terrace prairie at
the RFS is the last remaining ecosystem
of its kind in the East Bay. Funds are
requested for mower and baler
rental/service provider, goat transport
and support, and landscaping services
for invasive island removal.

The Committee does not recommend
funding for this project because the
budget was not specific enough to
reflect what was in the proposal
clearly.

$0.00

This is a request for funding an
educational program for volunteers,
local practitioners and interested public
that will increase understanding,
awareness and knowledge around
restoration ecology and conservation
efforts within CCC. Funds are requested
for instructor honorariums,
refreshments, location rental, insurance
required for rental space, and course
handouts/printing.

The Committee does not recommend
funding for this project, because of
the limited audience and the grant
funds could be put to better use on
other projects.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

P

Save Mount
Diablo

Type of Org

non-profit

Project Title

Curry Creek
Restoration
Fencing

Type of Project

(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

East County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$9,380.00

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$0.00

This is a request for funding to improve
habitat for wildlife, including
threatened species, along a sensitive
riparian corridor of Curry Creek where
Valley Oak restoration is scheduled in
2020 by installing a wildlife-friendly,
livestock-exclusion fence. Funds are
requested for 1,340 linear feet of
fencing which includes installation.

The Committee does not recommend
funding for this project. It was not
clear in the proposal if other
solutions for funding the fencing
were explored (ie. ranchers, cattle
owners).

$18,000.00

This is a request for funds to support
EBRPD's Kids Healthy Outdoors
Challenge. This program promotes
outdoor education and play while also
supporting the delivery of third-grade
curriculum. Funds are requested for
bus transportation to regional parks for
low-income schools and printing of
student booklets.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public
education. The goal of the program is
to connect youth to nature and build
future environmental stewards.

West County
43%

Q

Regional Parks
Foundation

non-profit

Kids Healthy
Outdoors
Challenge

(a) public education

Central County
22%
East County
35%

$18,000.00

Agenda Item 2

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

R

S

International
Bird Rescue

The California
Urban Streams
Partnership, A
Project of
Earth Island
Institute

Type of Org

non-profit

non-profit

Project Title

Resolving Negative
Human-Wildlife
Interactions (AKA
Urban Wildlife
Conflicts)

Equipping the
California Urban
Streams
Partnership for
Greater Impact

Type of Project

(b) temporary
emergency
treatment and care
of injured or
orphaned wildlife

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Countywide

Countywide

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$12,500.00

$10,039.00

Staff Summary of Request

Agenda Item 2

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

$12,500.00

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (b) temporary
emergency treatment and care of
This is a request for funding to offset
injured or orphaned wildlife. IBR is a
costs for birds admitted from Contra
Costa County to IBR's San Francisco Bay- referral hospital and often treats the
most challenging cases that are
Delta Wildlife Center between April 1
beyond the capacity or skills of other
and December 31, 2020. Funds are
requested for medication, supplements, regional wildlife centers and clinics.
The goal of the project is to address
vitamins, nutrition, and veterinary
known, ongoing Urban Wildlife
supplies.
Conflicts (negative human-wildlife
interactions) in CCC in 2020.

$1,000.00

This is a request for funding to provide
necessary tools to deepen and expand
the impact of CUSP's watershed
restoration programs, and community
education on stream restoration. Funds
are requested to purchase a chain saw,
pole saw, coir fabric, fabric staples, popup tent, work gloves, hand pruners,
truck rental and a five gallon water
dispenser.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
(e) habitat improvement. Partial
funding is recommended and may
only be used for supplies. With the
addition of the requested tools, CUSP
staff will be able to decrease time
spent harvesting willow by more than
half, allowing them to focus more
time working with people to better
watersheds and habitat.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

T

Outside The
Box 925 and
Friends of the
Creeks

Type of Org

non-profit

Project Title

Schoolwide Creek
Restoration
Projects

Type of Project

(a) public education
(e) habitat
improvement

Location of
Project

Central County

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$7,200.00

$7,200.00

Agenda Item 2

Staff Summary of Request

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

This is a request for funds for a pilot
project to put together place-based
curriculum, outdoor experiences and
year long projects that support
classroom teachers to get students
involved in exploring, monitoring and
improving their nearby natural spaces.
Outside the Box 925 is an education
company that is working to connect city
creek groups with their associated
schools in Mt Diablo Unified School
District. Funds are requested for class
trips, class instruction, bus
transportation, and teacher training
sessions.

The project meets the requirements
of Section 13103 (a) public education
(e) habitat improvement fulfilling
educational goals of the Committee.
The project will provide
opportunities for students to
experience all aspects of creek
restoration projects both at their
schools and nearby field sites.

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Organization

U

Steven P.
Kennedy & Pat
Winters
applying
through
Cultural Media
Services

Type of Org

non-profit

Project Title

Type of Project

The Cannonball
Express - Contra
Costa County
Middle School
version

(a) public education

West
Central
Countywide
TOTAL

Countywide

Requested
Recommended
Funding Amount Funding Amount

$2,000.00

$0.00

Total

$162,701.00

$85,891.00

Total Available Funds as of January 9, 2020

$314,055.47

$314,055.47

Remainder

$151,354.47

$228,164.47

Subtotals By Region
East

Location of
Project

Requested Funding
Amount

Staff Summary of Request

Agenda Item 2

FWC Rationale for Recommendation

This is a request for funding to create a
Middle School version of the video "The
Cannonball Express" which would cover
several scientific principles of
conservation for CCC students by raising The Committee does not recommend
awareness of how conservation efforts funding for this project because it did
can improve habitat, enhance fish and not demonstrate it would provide as
wildlife populations and create
much benefit as other grant
recreational opportunities for
applications and there was no clear
sportsmen. Funds are requested for pre- nexus with CCC fish and wildlife.
production costs, equipment rental,
camera operator, drone operation,
editing and titling, music scoring,
archival rights and insurance.

Percentage of
Percentage of
Total Amount
Recommended
Total Amount
Funding Amount Recommended for
Requested
Approval

$29,180.00

17.93%

$19,800.00

23.05%

$30,970.00
$59,031.00
$43,520.00
$162,701.00

19.03%
36.28%
26.75%
100.00%

$19,860.00
$32,731.00
$13,500.00
$85,891.00

23.12%
38.11%
15.72%
100.00%

*CDFW requires Department approval of Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds that are requested under California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), (l) and (m).
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Department of
Conservation and
Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553

Contra
Costa
County

Phone:1-855-323-2626

John Kopchik
Director
Aruna Bhat
Deputy Director
Jason Crapo
Deputy Director
Maureen Toms
Deputy Director
Kelli Zenn
Business Operations Manager

July 15, 2019
Dear Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Applicants:
The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee is pleased to announce that completed funding applications are
now being accepted for consideration for the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (Fund). All
application materials and guidelines are attached. Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 6, 2020 (a
postmark of January 6, 2020, does not satisfy the submission deadline). Proposals may be emailed or mailed. Any
applications that are received after the due date or without a signature will not be considered. The recommendations of
the Fish and Wildlife Committee will be forwarded to the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, which maintains
final decision-making authority for expenditures from the Fund.
The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund is entirely supported by fine revenues resulting from
violations of the Fish and Game Code and Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations in Contra Costa County
(County). Projects awarded from the Fund must benefit the fish and wildlife resources of the County and must meet the
requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish and Game Code (attached). If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d),
(h), (i), or (m) please send a copy of your draft proposal to Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us by
November 1, 2019. Staff will coordinate with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s
eligibility to receive funds. See Instructions for more details. All applications that satisfy the requirements listed in the
funding application instructions will be considered.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee strongly encourages applications related to:
• improving habitat
• scientific research
• public education
• threatened and endangered species
• resolving human/wildlife interaction issues
In addition to the above areas of interest, the Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to fund one or more projects that
increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies and community cultural organizations on enforcement issues and
education focusing on communities that may be unaware of local fish and game laws. Projects that provide multilingual
signage and educational materials are encouraged.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee awards grants to non-profit organizations, schools and government agencies. The
Committee generally does not recommend funding for operating costs and overhead, such as staff salaries, benefits or
utilities. If an hourly rate is listed, costs need to be itemized separately (see grant guidelines for more details). The
Committee generally gives preference to funding material expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials).
Organizations, schools and government agencies that have received previous Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grants
should have a positive track record of completing projects and submitting final reports in an efficient, timely and clear
manner.

Agenda Item 2

Agenda Item 2

INSTRUCTIONS
What Must Be Included in Your Proposal (not to exceed 4 pages):
1) Signed Application Cover Page (see attached)
2) Description of the project for which funding is requested. Please include an explanation of:
 how this project will benefit the fish and wildlife of Contra Costa County
 how this project meets the requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish & Game Code (attached) which
defines the eligibility requirements for projects requesting funding from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
Fund. Indicate which letter(s) of the Section 13103 is/are satisfied.
NEW REQUIREMENT: If your proposal is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i)*, or (m), a copy of
your draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us
or at the address listed on Page 2 and received by November 1, 2019. Staff will coordinate with the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s eligibility to receive funds.
*If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (i), and a scientific collection permit is required and
issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, this will indicate that the project is eligible
to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds. Please send the scientific collection permit along
with your grant application by the January 6, 2020 - 5:00 P.M. grant submission deadline. Scientific
collection permits are not included in the grant application page limit.
*The Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to be acknowledged for its financial support of the project. FWC
or staff review may be required prior to printing any written materials that receive funding. Please refer to
the guidelines listed below:
 Grant recipients agree to obtain advance written approval from the FWC of any communication/written
material that may reasonably be understood to represent the views of the FWC and to provide the FWC with
reasonable opportunity to review, comment and approve the communication/written material in advance.
Grant recipients may use the following standard language in making attributions for funding by the FWC:
 Attribution for full Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, Web site, report, etc.) was funded by
the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
 Attribution for partial Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, Web site, report, etc.) is funded
in part by the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
3) Project schedule - The project must be completed within a year from the date you receive notification of funding
(by Spring/Summer 2021).
4) Project budget (itemized). The Fish and Wildlife Committee generally does not recommend funding for
operating costs and overhead. Examples for these include staff salaries, health insurance, and operation costs
such as electricity to run an office. If an hourly rate is listed, overhead costs need to be itemized separately. The
Committee generally gives preferences to funding material expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials).
5) Annual budget for the applying organization (not itemized).
6) Statement describing the applying organization, listing the Board of Directors and officers of the organization,
and listing all affiliated organizations.
7) Statement describing the qualifications of the sponsoring organization and participating individuals for
completing the project.
8) List of individuals responsible for performing project and of individuals responsible for overseeing project.
9) Statement describing the status of permit approvals necessary to perform project (if applicable).
10) Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship or an
exception for a small project under $1,000. (This request does not count toward your page limit and is only
required if requesting an exception.)
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Format:
 Your proposal packet, including cover sheet and any attachments must not exceed four single-sided pages
or two double-sided pages, 8.5 by 11 inches in size. Please use 11 point font or larger and ½ inch margins
or larger on your pages. If you submit more than 3 pages plus required cover sheet, your proposal may be
disqualified without review.
 NEW REQUIREMENT: If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), or (m) a copy of your
draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us and
received by November 1, 2019. (See exception for Section 13103 (i) above.) Do not attach an additional
cover letter, brochures, posters, publications, CDs, DVDs, large maps or yellow-sticky paper (e.g. PostItTM).
 Your complete application packet including signature must arrive by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 6,
2020 (Pacific Standard Time) to be considered for funding. (Please note: A postmark of January 6, 2020
does not satisfy the submission deadline. If submitted after the deadline, your proposal will be
disqualified).

Your complete application should be:
Emailed:
or
Mailed:

maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us
Contra County Fish & Wildlife Committee
c/o Contra Costa County Dept. of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553-4601
Attn: Maureen Parkes

If you wish to hand deliver, contact Maureen by email or at 925-674-7831.
Final Checklist Before You Submit Your Proposal:
Please note that your proposal will not be considered if you provide more materials than required below:
 Signed Cover page (your proposal will be disqualified if it does not have your original signature on the
cover page).
 3 pages or less on your project description (any extra attachments such as a map and an organization
budget will be counted as one of the three page limit.)
 If your project qualifies under Section 13013 (i) and you have been issued a scientific collection permit
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife please include it. (This is not a part of the page
limit listed above.)
 Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship
or an exception for a small project under $1,000. (This is not a part of the page limit listed above and is
only required if requesting an exception).
If you have questions regarding the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant process,
please contact Maureen Parkes: maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us / (925) 674-7831.
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California Fish and Game Code Section 13103.
Expenditures from the fish and wildlife propagation fund of any county may be
made only for the following purposes:
(a) Public education relating to the scientific principles of fish and wildlife
conservation, consisting of supervised formal instruction carried out pursuant to a
planned curriculum and aids to education such as literature, audio and video
recordings, training models, and nature study facilities.
(b) Temporary emergency treatment and care of injured or orphaned wildlife.
(c) Temporary treatment and care of wildlife confiscated by the department as evidence.
(d) Breeding, raising, purchasing, or releasing fish or wildlife which are to be released
upon approval of the department pursuant to Sections 6400 and 6401 onto land or
into waters of local, state, or federal agencies or onto land or into waters open to the
public.
(e) Improvement of fish and wildlife habitat, including, but not limited to, construction
of fish screens, weirs, and ladders; drainage or other watershed improvements;
gravel and rock removal or placement; construction of irrigation and water
distribution systems; earthwork and grading; fencing; planting trees and other
vegetation management; and removal of barriers to the migration of fish and
wildlife.
(f) Construction, maintenance, and operation of public hatchery facilities.
(g) Purchase and maintain materials, supplies, or equipment for either the department's
ownership and use or the department's use in the normal performance of the
department's responsibilities.
(h) Predator control actions for the benefit of fish or wildlife following certification in
writing by the department that the proposed actions will significantly benefit a
particular wildlife species.
(i) Scientific fish and wildlife research conducted by institutions of higher learning,
qualified researchers, or governmental agencies, if approved by the department.
(j) Reasonable administrative costs, excluding the costs of audits required by Section
13104, for secretarial service, travel, and postage by the county fish and wildlife
commission when authorized by the county board of supervisors. For purposes of
this subdivision, "reasonable cost" means an amount which does not exceed 3
percent of the average amount received by the fund during the previous three-year
period, or three thousand dollars ($3,000) annually, whichever is greater, excluding
any funds carried over from a previous fiscal year.
(k) Contributions to a secret witness program for the purpose of facilitating enforcement
of this code and regulations adopted pursuant to this code.
(l) Costs incurred by the district attorney or city attorney in investigating and
prosecuting civil and criminal actions for violations of this code, as approved by the
department.
(m) Other expenditures, approved by the department, for the purpose of protecting,
conserving, propagating, and preserving fish and wildlife.

*

scientific collection permit, if required and issued by the California Department of Fish and
* AWildlife,
indicates that the project is eligible to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds.
California Fish and Game Code Section 711.2. (a)
"For purposes of this code, unless the context otherwise requires, "wildlife" means and
includes all wild animals, birds, plants, fish, amphibians, reptiles, and related ecological
communities, including the habitat upon which the wildlife depends for its continued
viability ..."

*
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Contra Costa County
2020 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund
Application Cover Page

Office Use Only:

Project title:

Organization/Individual applying:

(Organization type: please check one –

government,

non-profit,

school,

other (explain)

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Name and title of contact person:

One sentence summary of proposal:

Requested grant:

Proposal prepared by (name & title):

Signature (Typing your name does not count as a signature.

If this section is empty, your proposal will not be considered):

________________________________________________

Signed on _______________

Clear Form
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11 June, 2020
Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553
Dear CCCFW Committee and CCC Board of Supervisors,
On behalf of Friends of Pinole Creek Watershed, we want to thank you for awarding our group a Fish
and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant. We are thrilled to have the resources to continue our work
together with the Pinole Valley High School student interns of Earth Team in developing, planting, and
hardscaping the Pinole Library Native Plant Garden.
We look forward to sharing the results with you as we work on this project!

Sincerely,

Ann Moriarty, FOPCW Board of Directors
Carol Arnold, FOPCW Chair, Board of Directors
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This table MUST be completed with your grant reimbursement request. Please submit as an Excel spreadsheet.
Grantee Name:
Name of Project:
Contact Name and Email:
Description of service/item and amount
allowable from grant award
216 milk crates
184 milk crates
96 milk creates
TOTAL: Milk Crates (3 ULINE invoices)

Mt. View Sanitary District
MVSD Floating Treatment Wetlands Project - Pilot Study
Kelly Davidson - kdavidson@mvsd.org

ULINE
ULINE
ULINE

Vendor

Description of service/item on receipt
(highlight item(s) on receipt)
Date on Receipt/Invoice number
12x12c10.5 BLK RIGID MILK CRATE
1/02/18-93588222
12x12c10.5 BLK RIGID MILK CRATE
1/02/18 - 93588223
12x12c10.5 BLK RIGID MILK CRATE
3/7/2018 - 95503453

Total Amount of Receipt/Invoice
$1,946.48
$1,400.07
$856.54
$4,203.72

ABS cement
ABS pipe
60 ABS pipe fittings
State Tax
Local Tax

Winsupply
Winsupply
Winsupply
Winsupply
Winsupply

1/9/2018 - 08065400
1/9/2018 - 08065400
1/9/2018 - 08065400
1/9/2018 - 08065400
1/9/2018 - 08065400

ABS Black Cement
ABS Foam Core Pipe
ABSDWV 90 ELL

$26.72
$1,017.00
$464.40
$90.49
$41.47

12 ABS pipe fittings
State Tax
Local tax
TOTAL: Pipe, Fittings, Cement (2 invoices)

Winsupply
Winsupply
Winsupply

3/15/2018 - 08219400
3/15/2018 - 08219400
3/15/2018 - 08219400

ABSDWV 90 ELL

92.88
$5.59
$2.54
$1,741.09

Nuts, bolts, ties and other supplies
State Tax
County Tax
City Tax
Total: Hardware, Ties and other materials
TOTAL

Fastenal
Fastenal
Fastenal
Fastenal

1/23/2018 - CAS1712241
1/23/2018 - CAS1712241
1/23/2018 - CAS1712241
1/23/2018 - CAS1712241

all 5 listing on invoice

$699.86
$41.99
$15.75
$3.50
$761.10

Total Amount of Receipt/Invoice for
reimbursement from the Grant

$4,203.72

$1,741.09

$761.10
$6,705.91
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Final Report Narrative to the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee
2020 Delta Discovery Voyage Program
Grantee:
Name of Project:
Grant Amount:
Date of Grant:
Primary Contact:

Marine Science Institute (MSI)
2020 Delta Discovery Voyage Program
$10,000
5/14/2020
Date of Report: 6/10/2020
Marilou Seiff, Executive Director; (650) 364-2760 x11, marilou@sfbaymsi.org

SUMMARY OF PROGRESS TOWARD GOAL
The goal for Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee’s participation in MSI’s 2020 Delta Discovery
Voyage Program (DDV) was to fund a portion of the delivery of STEM and environmental education to 3,800
Contra Costa County 5th grade students. The DDV program is hands-on science curriculum, aligned with Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS), which takes place aboard our 90-foot research vessel, the Robert G.
Brownlee, on the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. The Contra Costa County FWC funding was restricted to
2020 DDV supplies, travel, fuel, and marina fees expenses.
MOST SIGNIFICANT RESULT ATTRIBUTED TO CCCFWC FUNDING
The most significant result that can be attributed to the CCCFWC funding is that you were part of an extremely
satisfying DDV season! The weather was mild this winter. Not one of the 68 voyages cancelled. A total of 3,827
Contra Costa County 5th graders voyaged on the Delta. They deployed the trawl net, caught fish and studied
them. They lowered the mud grab down to the benthic layer, and studied the invertebrates that live in the
bottom of the Delta. They took water samples, looked at plankton and graphed the salinity level of the water.
They learned about the source of their drinking water, the life that lives within the Delta waters, a little about
hazardous wastes that enter the Delta, and practical concepts they can adopt in their daily lives to protect their
water.
See next pages for 2020 Delta Discovery Voyage Program photos, accounting and invoice.
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This table MUST be completed with your grant reimbursement request. Please submit as an Excel spreadsheet.
Grantee Name: Marine Science Institute
Name of Project: 2020 Delta Discovery Voyage Program
Contact Name Phone and Email if there are questions about this: Melanie Kimbel, 650-364-2760 x14, melanie@sfbaymsi.org
Description of service/item and
amount allowable from grant award
Supplies and Operating Expenses

Travel and Fuel
Insurance, Repairs, Other
TOTAL

Vendor
Date on Receipt/Invoice number
Memphis Net &
Twine Co. Jan 27, 2020 / 241648
Jan 18, 2020 / 9102, 9109, 9110,
9119, 9120, 9123, 9124, 9125,
9126
Jan 28, 2020 / 9139, 9143, 9146,
9149, 9154, 9157
Feb 5, 2020 / 9159, 9161, 9168,
9169
Feb 5, 2020 / 9189, 9190, 9192
Feb 10, 2020 / 9193, 9204, 9210
Feb 16, 2020 / 9223, 9224, 9226,
9234, 9242
Best Western Plus Feb 24, 2020 / 9258, 9264, 9265,
9269, 9270
Valley Oil Company Jan 3, 2020 / 4593
City of Antioch
Marina Mar 1, 2020 / 10894

Description of service/item on receipt
(highlight item(s) on receipt)
Expendable supplies - Trawl nets

MSI instructors' over-night stays in
Antioch motel and fuel for the ship
Antioch Marina fee

Total Amount of
Receipt/Invoice
$3,530.04

Receipt/Invoice for
reimbursement from
$400.00

$5824.60
$4441.59

$8,300.00

$1,820.00

$1,300.00

$10,000.00
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El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center – Hillside Habitat Restoration Project
Progress Report and Timeline + Budget Revision Request
June 10, 2020
During the summer and fall of 2019, volunteers and city staff worked on a selected area of the hillside
(adjacent to the Recycling Center) to reduce the prevalence of invasive weeds, and did some litter pick
up along the way. Large amounts of French broom (Genista monspessulana), giant reed (Arundo
donax), pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), and thistle were cleared from the area, using only
mechanical methods, such as pulling and cutting or sawing. A diverse array of California native plants
was selected to plant in place of the weeds in winter 2020. These plants were chosen for their
potential to support birds, butterflies and other pollinators, as well as for their suitability to the rather
harsh climate of the hillside, which is rocky and windy, and very sunny, hot and dry during the warm
months. We also considered the probable fire resistance of the new plants. Some plants were donated
by volunteers, while many were purchased from Native Here Nursery in Tilden Park.
The site where the weed removal took place, and where all the young plants have been planted, is
slightly uphill (northeast) of the Recycling Center. It can be viewed from many vantage points
throughout the center, and from above at a certain spot along one of the trails in the Hillside Natural
Area, (as can most of the Recycling Center itself.) As the plants mature, they should provide an
attractive and visible oasis of color, life, and activity on the hillside. The site is rather rocky, steep, and
uneven, so we are unlikely to encourage anyone but staff and well-prepared volunteers to actually
scramble up to the plantings, but its prominent location should allow it to be enjoyed by onlookers
from a slight distance. An interpretive sign describing the project will be mounted on a sightline with
the garden plot itself but placed within the regular customer-accessible area of the Recycling Center.
Probably on one of the concrete posts between the Cooking Oil and Glass drop-off areas.
City staff prepared the planting sites by digging holes in the rocky hillside and adding some additional
soil. The hillside is not only naturally rocky but was also used historically as a landfill. So, there are
some areas that contain chunks of concrete and asphalt as well. Some of the spots that had contained
the larger Arundo donax plants were easier to dig and to repurpose as sites for the new plants. As we
worked, a few Monarch butterflies and hummingbirds passed through the area. We hope these plants
will give them even more habitat to utilize. Other wildlife was nearby as well: we heard a fox barking,
were circled by turkey vultures, and enjoyed the hawks and many other birds overhead. We have
started documenting the plants and animals observed using the iNaturalist app.
Other wildlife will probably present a challenge to our young plants. Three or four deer visit the hillside
daily, even napping under a nearby willow tree. Some of the plants were selected in part due to their
“deer resistance”. Hopefully this, along with some wire cages for the tastiest plants, will minimize
damage due to browsing. We came across a gopher hole while putting one of the plants in the ground.
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(This surprised me as I have not seen gophers, or evidence of them, before at this site. I have seen
voles, mice and squirrels.) Hopefully the gophers do not consume too many of the tender roots.
A drier winter than expected so far has made the planting conditions less favorable than hoped. We
have strung several long hoses together to create a simple manual irrigation system. The hoses are
connected, as needed, to the nearest hose bib in the back area of the Recycling Center and moved
from plant to plant during watering. The hoses can live on the hillside in between waterings, for quick
access. We plan to connect them to soaker hoses for greater convenience.
Going forward, there will be a need for regular waterings until the plants are well-established (perhaps
in 1-2 years). Also, regular weeding will be necessary to prevent weeds from outcompeting the newly
planted native plants. Weeding work parties have been the most successful of the volunteer events,
with several seasoned, creative, and hard-working volunteers doing the bulk of the weed removal so
far. We also still plan to use a woodchip mulch and cardboard roll strategy to help keep weeds down,
keep moisture in the soil, and to gradually build the soil as it biodegrades. We will also sow seeds of
“erosion control mix” native grasses around the area. The heavy labor of the hole-digging for planting,
as well as the frequent and ongoing need for watering, will rest mainly with city staff.
Our original end date for the first phase of the project was March 31, 2020. Due in part to the lack of
rain and the late start we got to planting, we would like to extend the deadline three months to June
30, 2020. This will give us more time to add cardboard and mulch, put together any fencing to exclude
deer, and purchase any additional materials for irrigation. Attached also is a modified budget, along
with the original budget. The overall amount is slightly less than the original forecast, and the
distribution and specific purchases have been modified. The simple metal interpretive signs we had
printed were less expensive than expected.
Please let us know if these budget adjustments and the timeline extension will be acceptable. Many
thanks for your support of this project!
Best wishes,
Carrie Bennett, Administrative Clerk
El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center
7501 Schmidt Lane
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-215-4350
cbennett@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
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Budget Proposal Update

Original Budget
Item

Unit Price

Quantity

Cost

Landscape Staples
Weed Barrier Landscape Fabric
Purple Needlegrass (Stipa pulchra)
Small Flowered Needlegrass (Stipa lepida)
Blue Wildrye (Elymus glaucus)
Blue Elderberry (Sambucus nigra, ssp
caerulea)

$15.99/box of 100
$53.59/100 ft roll
$7/D-pot
$7/D-pot
$7/D-pot
$11.25/1-gallon
pot
$11.25/1-gallon
pot
$29/plant

2 boxes
2 rolls
20 plants
20 plants
20 plants
5 1-gallon
plants
2 1-gallon
plants
3 plants

$36.98
$107.18

$5/3-inch pot

10 plants

$50.00

$3.75/D-16 pot
$29/5-gallon pot
$90/15-gallon pot
$30/cubic yard
$72/lbs
$20/cubic yard

10 plants
3 plants
1 plant
20 cubic yards
1 lb
5 cubic yards

$37.50
$87.00
$90.00
$600.00
$72.00

California Aster (Aster chilensis)
Hollyleaf Redberry (Rhamnus ilicifolia)
Narrow Leaf Milkweed (Asclepias
fascicularis)
Yampah (Perideridia kelloggii)
Island Mallow (Malva assurgentiflora)
California Buckeye (Aesculus californica)
Compost
Hills of California Wildflower Mix Seeds
Woodchips / Arborist Mulch
Refreshments for Volunteers
Interpretive Signage for Restoration Site
Total Costs - Original Budget

Donated
Value

$140.00
$140.00
$140.00

$22.50
$87.00

$100.00
$200.00
$1,500.00
$2,867.66 $542.50
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Budget Proposal Update

Revised Budget
Item
Unit Price
Quantity
Cost
100-foot Hoses
$26.21/hose
4
$104.84
Compost
24.5/cubic yard 10
$245.00
Deer Fence, Stakes, Plant Tags
$196.51
Hills of California Wildflower Mix Seeds $72/pound
2
$144.00
Interpretive Signage for Restoration Site estimated
$750.00
Landscape Staples
$17.55
2
$35.10
Multipurpose Soil
$87.70/bag
10
$95.81
Native California Plants - Donated
Native California Plants - Purchases
$443.25
Pollinator Conservation Seed Mix
$73/pound
1
$73.00
Refreshments for Volunteers + Staff
$200.00
Splitters for Hoses
$16.99
2
$33.98
Weed Barrier Cardboard Rolls
$58.80
2
$117.60
Woodchips / Arborist Mulch
$20/cubic yard 5 cubic yards
Wooden Landscape Stakes
$17.92/50
4
$71.68
Zip Ties
$11.97
Total Costs - Revised Budget

Donated Value

$442.50

$100.00

$2,522.74 $542.50
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project description
HOW THIS PROJECT WILL BENEFIT THE FISH AND WILDLIFE OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

There is a magical moment that occurs in school gardens when young students have that “Aha!” realization. A
nearly visible light bulb goes on when students connect the science concepts taught in the classroom, physical
work in the garden, and their role in helping conserve watersheds and the species we share them with.
The Carquinez Regional Environmental Education Center (CREEC) is a nonprofit based on the Carquinez Strait in
Crockett, CA whose mission is to help local youth restore the shores of the Carquinez Strait so the birds, plants,
and animals that make this a special place can thrive alongside the recreational needs of residents and visitors.
Currently, CREEC’s programs achieve this by working with local students recruited to help maintain CREEC’s
greenhouse, the surrounding grounds, and their extensive collection of native plants. In exchange for a small
stipend, the students work on Wednesdays after school and on Saturday mornings.
CREEC recently approved an MOU with the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD) to strengthen
their partnership and to complement and increase CREEC’s impact by expanding the quality of the
environmental education that takes place at CREEC’s facilities. We intend to grow our programming to include
in-class sessions at local schools with field trips to CREEC. Our curricula are aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards and consist of multiple cohesive sessions that complement school curricula.
CREEC and the CCRCD are developing two new environmental education programs—one focused on aquaponics
and another focused on native plants and animals. The biggest obstacle to implementing these innovative new
programs is the poor condition of CREEC’s facilities. While the grounds can accommodate a handful of students
at a given time, they need to be upgraded to accommodate larger groups of students and to attract funders
interested in experiential environmental education. The requested funding would improve the safety,
cleanliness, and efficiency of the CREEC facilities, transforming CREEC’s greenhouse and grounds into a
welcoming, productive place for large school groups to visit, learn, and work with native plants.
We plan to hold several community workdays throughout the year to make these important upgrades—e.g., to
clean the greenhouse, to mulch the grounds, to install new safety and hygiene features. These workdays will
increase CREEC’s publicity and provide an opportunity to hold additional plant sales to benefit CREEC’s
programming.
Beyond benefitting the native plants and the multitudes of animals and insects, including pollinators, that
inhabit or visit CREEC, these facility improvements will open the door for environmental education programs to
set students on a path toward living sustainable lifestyles. The newly-developed educational programs will help
create an environmentally-literate generation that understands that everyday choices effect the health of the
planet. The first step toward achieving this goal is improving the facilities at CREEC so that we can develop longlasting environmental education programming in partnership with local classrooms and will eventually attract
additional funding through grants and like-minded foundations, corporations, and individuals.
HOW THIS PROJECT MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 13103

This project meets Section 13103 letter (a). It satisfies letter (a) with the environmental education components
of the fuller program.

1
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project description
Apr May Jun

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar
2020
2021

TASKS
Purchase items
Community workdays
Greenhouse cleaning
Final reporting

project BUDGET (Itemized)
Supplies and Materials
Greenhouse Weed-Barrier Fabric and Gravel
Weed-barrier fabric for ground in outdoor areas
Greenhouse Cleaning
Replacement cooling system panel for greenhouse
Repair barbed wire around perimeter of property
3 wheelbarrows
1 wheeled cart
Shade Structure
Shade Cloth (x2)
Plant Labels (x2)
Purchase misc. tools/supplies
Industrial hose, 100 ft. (x2)
locks
landscape fabric stakes (600 pack)
café tables (x2)
café chairs
tablecloths (x4)
tablecloth clips (x2)
folding tables (x3)
grommet kit
paracord
vinyl lettering
mini fridge

TOTAL
$404.55
$1,305.00
$560.00
$108.75
$326.25
$405.25
$152.25
$1,201.41
$365.40
$101.34
$163.13
$43.50
$65.25
$115.28
$169.65
$78.30
$15.23
$163.13
$11.96
$76.13
$7.61
$174.00

bailing wire
industrial wire cutter
first aid kit
p-touch machine
p-touch tape (x3)
benches (x3)
rust-oleum
paint
paintbrushes (x3)
shovels (x4)
gardening shears (x5)
ladder
spading fork (x3)
window for shed
paver stone (x20)
push broom
Eyewash Station
Hand-Washing Station
Cooler
Cubbies
Equipment repairs
Purchase wood chips/mulch for grounds

ANNUAL BUDGET (FY 2018-2019)
INCOME
plant sales
donations

GRAND TOTAL

3090
11100
14190

7790

EXPENSES
site supplies
programs
publicity
misc
utilities

1905
2160
125
180
2030
6400

2

$8.70
$54.50
$76.13
$26.10
$26.10
$277.31
$27.19
$18.49
$16.31
$82.65
$59.81
$87.64
$91.35
$88.09
$195.75
$35.89
$282.75
$609.00
$65.25
$50.24
$330.00
$8,676.56
TOTAL $17,199.15
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statement describing Creec, board of directors
CREEC is a nonprofit organization that has been teaching conservation to disadvantaged youth and creating
environmental stewards in the communities that line the Carquinez Strait for 24 years. CREEC’s mission is to
help local youth restore the shores of the Carquinez Strait so the birds, plants, and animals that make this a
special place can thrive alongside the recreational needs of residents and visitors. CREEC does this by running an
after-school environmental education program for children and by holding events such as tree plantings and
trash cleanups.
CREEC Board of Directors
Susanna Van Greunen, President
Nancy Hawthorne, Secretary
Dean Kelch, Treasurer
Anamarie Farias
Judy Barone
Christopher Spinner

Statement describing creec qualifications
CREEC is best suited to oversee this program because the activities will be occurring on its property. The
organization has existed on lean budgets throughout its existence and is now envisioning a future with more
programming and community engagement. The all-volunteer Board of Directors is committed to the
organization’s mission and making the most of their unique position on the Carquinez Strait and long-lasting
community ties. With additional support from its partners, including the CCRCD, CREEC is on a pathway to
increasing organizational capacity. We anticipate the growth of CREEC’s programming will necessitate hiring
paid staff in the future, which would enable CREEC to become more sustainable and well-known in the future.

Individuals responsible for performing project and overseeing project
Susanna Van Greunen is a Technical Product Manager with Expedia Mobile App and have many years of project
management experience. Susanna lives in this little gem of a town, Crockett next to the Carquinez Strait with a
couple of goats who think they are pets but have a job, a bunch of chickens, a few rescued parrots, two dogs and
her son. She also intends to add a couple of beehives to her fruit and veggie garden. She is President of the
CREEC Board and have an ardent love for nature and community.
Lisa Damerel is a Watershed Conservation Coordinator with the CCRCD and is the support staff for CREEC. Lisa
has a BA in English from the University of California at Berkeley and a horticulture certificate from Diablo Valley
College. She works closely with CREEC to help increase their organizational capacity and support their activities.
Chris Lim is the CCRCD’s Executive Director and will help oversee this project. Chris has nearly 20 years of
experience in the environmental field and has worked in all three sectors, nonprofits, private, and government.
He has extensive experience with curriculum development and working with underserved youth. He manages
programs with special insight due to his Masters of Nonprofit Administration from the University of San
Francisco and undergraduate degree in Integrative Biology with an emphasis in Marine Biology and
Oceanography from the University of California at Berkeley.
STATEMENT DESCRIBING STATUS OF PERMIT APPROVALS NECESSARY TO PERFORM PROJECT

No permits needed to perform project.

3
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Maureen Parkes
Contra Costa County
Department of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553
May 27, 2020
Dear Ms. Parkes,
The Contra Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD) and the Walnut Creek
Watershed Council (WCWC) are respectfully submitting this application as an out-ofcycle grant request. The application was originally submitted in time for the normal 2020
grant cycle, but unfortunately it was not received by the Fish and Wildlife Committee.
As the application states, the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) has
allocated $120,000 in mitigation funding to the WCWC to continue its Arundo donax
removal and replacement work. To best leverage this mitigation funding into essential
contractor work to complete challenging work on steep slopes, the CCRCD and the
WCWC are applying for Fish and Wildlife Propagation Funds to cover only the cost of
the plants to be used for revegetation of the 2020 Arundo removal sites. Funding for all
contractor tasks would come from the RWQCB-approved funds.
We had planned for volunteers to plant about half of the plants, but it now appears that
more of the work will have to be done by contractors due to the size of the sites and
public health concerns. Since the mitigation work will involve more costs than
anticipated, funding for the plants is even more important now. We hope you will help us
provide essential habitat for fish and wildlife in Lafayette and Walnut Creek.
Regulatory agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, have approved our
plan for the 2020 mitigation work, so we are proceeding with the 2020 projects. Now
that we have the Army Corps’ final approval, the regulatory agencies clearly expect the
projects to be completed this year (2020), with five years of monitoring reports to follow.
It is for these reasons that we are requesting Fish and Wildlife Propagation Funds
sooner than would be possible under the annual review cycle. Feel free to email Bob
Simmons at robertsimmons@astound.net with questions pertaining to this application.
We will make ourselves available to attend your next meeting/Zoom conference to
answer any additional questions. Thank you for your consideration.

Bob Simmons
Chair, WCWC

Lisa Damerel
CCRCD
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2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
How This Project Will Benefit the Fish and Wildlife of Contra Costa County
Arundo donax (giant reed or giant cane) is an invasive plant that primarily grows along creeks. It can
grow four inches a day and up to a total height of thirty feet! Arundo consumes prodigious amounts of water
and spreads aggressively—these qualities make it easy for Arundo to outcompete CA native plants for
resources and space. The plant provides little food or habitat for insects, birds, and other wildlife. Additionally,
Arundo’s encroachment on waterways can lead to flooding, and the plant poses a fire hazard—both of which
can also destroy valuable riparian wildlife habitat. When Arundo is removed, native vegetation has more space
and resources to flourish, and in turn, provides wildlife with food and shelter. Removal of Arundo also means
that more water remains in the waterways and that trees can shade the waterways—having more, cool water
available is beneficial to salmonids and other anadromous fish. The Contra Costa Resource Conservation
District (CCRCD) and the Walnut Creek Watershed Council (WCWC) are jointly applying for $18,500 from the
FWC to cover the cost of the 50,000 CA native plant plugs needed to revegetate Arundo removal sites.
In 2018, a WCWC volunteer started mapping Arundo stands. Since then, WCWC volunteers have
identified and mapped nearly 300 stands of Arundo in the Walnut Creek Watershed. (The map can be viewed
at https://www.wcwatershed.org/arundo-map.html.) The WCWC, in partnership with the CCRCD, The
Restoration Trust, and the Contra Costa Flood Control District (FCD), resolved to remove Arundo stands
because it is a critical step in restoring precious riparian wildlife habitat in central Contra Costa County. In
2019, the WCWC formed the Arundo Removal and Replacement Team (ARRT). The ARRT focuses on the
removal of invasive plants—particularly Arundo. With $44,000 directed to the WCWC by the Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), the WCWC approved four habitat restoration projects in 2019—one in each
of three sub-watersheds (San Ramon, Grayson, and Las Trampas) and one in the main stem of Walnut Creek.
The ARRT has removed the Arundo from all four sites, and volunteers are planting native grasses, sedges,
and rushes at each site, under the direction of The Restoration Trust. The volunteer planting day for one of the
sites (San Ramon Creek) has taken place, and the volunteer planting days for the remaining sites are 1/4/20
(Walnut Creek), 1/11/20 (Grayson Creek), and 1/12/20 (Lafayette Creek). The WCWC is spending a total of
$9,600 on native plant plugs for these four sites.
The RWQCB has approved $120,000 in mitigation funding to the WCWC to continue its Arundo
removal and replacement work. With this funding, the ARRT will be able to perform more habitat restoration
projects and has obtained an estimate of $18,500 for the native plant plugs needed for revegetation of the
2020 Arundo removal sites. To best leverage the mitigation funding into essential personnel and contractor
costs, the CCRCD and the WCWC are applying for these funds to cover only the cost of the plants. The plan is
to have four to five volunteer planting days, aiming to engage a total of 125 volunteers. The additional and
difficult planting will be done by contractors. It is estimated that half of the 50,000 plant plugs will be planted by
volunteers, and the other half will be planted by contractors. Funding for all contractor tasks would come from
the RWQCB-approved funds.
The CA native plants the WCWC plans to purchase with grant funds are Baltic rush (Juncus balticus),
Santa Barbara sedge (Carex barbarae), and creeping wildrye (Leymus triticoides). These species were
selected because they are particularly well suited for riparian restoration and offer multiple benefits for wildlife.
Baltic rush fixes atmospheric nitrogen and provides good cover and food for wildlife. Santa Barbara sedge is
an excellent soil stabilizer and provides nesting and brooding habitat for waterfowl. Creeping wildrye provides
outstanding nesting habitat for waterfowl and upland game birds. These three plants are also rhizomatous
perennials, meaning they can spread throughout the planting sites and gradually outcompete the non-native
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plants. Revegetating the creeks with these native plants will make it more difficult for Arundo and other
invasive plants to reestablish themselves.
The Restoration Trust and the ARRT will monitor all Arundo removal/native planting sites and will
produce monitoring reports (which can be made available to the FWC, if desired). The sites will be marked with
interpretive signage that would recognize the FWC as a sponsor, if grant funds are awarded.
How This Project Meets the Requirements of Section 13103
This project meets California Fish and Game Code Section 13103 (e).

3. PROJECT SCHEDULE
2020
2021
Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb
Grow Native Plant Plugs
Select Sites for Arundo Removal/Native Planting
Remove Arundo from Sites
Plant Native Plant Plugs at Sites

4. PROJECT BUDGET (ITEMIZED)
Units Cost per Unit ($) Total ($)
Baltic rush (Juncus balticus ) plugs
5,000
0.37
1,850
Santa Barbara sedge (Carex barbarae ) plugs 20,000
0.37
7,400
Creeping wildrye (Leymus triticoides ) plugs
25,000
0.37
9,250
Total ask from the FWC: $18,500

5. ANNUAL BUDGET
The CCRCD’s budget for the 2019/2020 fiscal year is represented in the following table.

6. STATEMENT DESCRIBING THE APPLYING ORGANIZATIONS
The CCRCD is a non-regulatory special district of the state of California. The CCRCD’s mission is to
facilitate the conservation of natural resources in Contra Costa County. The CCRCD accomplishes this mission
by partnering with farmers, ranchers, nonprofit organizations, private businesses, and local, state, and federal
agencies. The organization works throughout Contra Costa County and has championed projects including the
Pinole Fish Passage Improvement Project, livestock pond restorations, developing carbon farming plans,
coordinating the Contra Costa Watershed Forum, and supporting grassroots creek/watershed groups.
CCRCD Board of Directors
Igor Skaredoff – Board President, Retired Shell chemist, LAFCO commissioner
Walter Pease – Board Treasurer, Retired City of Pittsburg Public Works
Bethallyn Black – Horticulture Professor at DVC
2
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Lorena Castillo – Communications and Marketing Director, Groundwork Richmond
Renee Fernandez-Lipp – Manager of Governance, Vegetation Management Program, Pacific Gas & Electric
The WCWC is a voluntary stakeholder group that was started in 2011. It has a Chair (Bob Simmons)
and a Vice-Chair (Igor Skaredoff), and the policy direction is provided by an Executive Committee. This
Committee consists of a representative from each of four “Friends” groups: Friends of the Creeks, Friends of
San Ramon Creek, Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks, and the Lafayette Creeks Committee; a representative
from the CCRCD; a representative from the FCD, and a representative from the City of Walnut Creek.
Interested members of the public may also participate.

7. ORGANIZATION QUALIFICATIONS
The CCRCD is well suited to oversee and serve as the fiscal agent for this program. The CCRCD has
been providing natural-resources-related assistance to Contra Costa County since 1941. For decades, the
district has played an integral role in protecting all watersheds and their inhabitants within the County. The
CCRCD has a knack for consistently pushing projects forward while keeping partners engaged. The CCRCD
has worked with a multitude of partners, including funders, over the organization’s history to make programs
come to fruition.

8. INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE FOR PERFORMING AND OVERSEEING THE PROJECT
Chris Lim is the Executive Director of the CCRCD and is responsible for project oversight. Chris has
over 15 years of experience in the environmental field working in and partnering with all its sectors, including
nonprofit, public, private, and special districts. He is focused on the enhancement of our watersheds, through
restoration and its connection to people. He has a BA in Integrative Biology with an emphasis in Marine
Biology and Oceanography and a minor in Geography from the University of California at Berkeley and a
Masters of Nonprofit Administration from the University of San Francisco.
Lisa Damerel is a Watershed Conservation Coordinator at the CCRCD and is the staff support for the
ARRT. Lisa has a BA in English from the University of California at Berkeley and a horticulture certificate from
Diablo Valley College. She works closely with the ARRT to plan and perform outreach for Arundo removal and
native planting events.
Bob Simmons is the chair of the WCWC and provides general oversight of the activities of the WCWC
and the ARRT.
John Zentner is a plant ecologist, Chairman of the Board for The Restoration Trust, and Chairman of
the ARRT. John has three decades of experience in natural landscape ecology, wetland restoration,
sustainable development, land use regulations, and permitting. John completed degrees at the University of
California at Santa Barbara and the University of Oregon as well as post-graduate training at the University of
Oslo. He is committed to community-based restoration and education.

9. PROJECT PERMITTING
Arundo removal and replacement work within FCD channels is permitted under the FCD’s channel
maintenance Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA). The FCD’s SAA permits removal of noxious species
(including Arundo) and minor restoration actions that do not require mechanized equipment. Arundo removal
and replacement work at sites that are not in FCD channels is covered under the SAA completed by an ARRT
member in 2018. The CA Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has verified that this SAA covers all the
known Arundo sites in the Walnut Creek Watershed, as long as the CDFW is notified before work commences
at any site. All relevant agencies will be contacted to ensure any additional, necessary permits are granted
before work is performed.
3
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Department of
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30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553

Contra
Costa
County

John Kopchik
Director
Aruna Bhat
Deputy Director
Jason Crapo
Deputy Director
Maureen Toms
Deputy Director

Phone:1-855-323-2626

Amalia Cunningham
Assistant Deputy Director
Kelli Zenn
Business Operations Manager

July 15, 2020
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Dear Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Applicants:
The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee is pleased to announce that completed funding applications are
now being accepted for consideration for the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (Fund). All
application materials and guidelines are attached. Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 6,
2021 (a postmark of January 6, 2021, does not satisfy the submission deadline). Proposals may be emailed or mailed. Any
applications that are received after the due date or without a signature will not be considered. The recommendations of
the Fish and Wildlife Committee will be forwarded to the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, which maintains
final decision-making authority for expenditures from the Fund.

RA

The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund is entirely supported by fine revenues resulting from
violations of the Fish and Game Code and Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations in Contra Costa County
(County). Projects awarded from the Fund must benefit the fish and wildlife resources of the County and must meet the
requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish and Game Code (attached). If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d),
(h), (i), or (m) please send a copy of your draft proposal to Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us by
November 2, 2020. Staff will coordinate with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s
eligibility to receive funds. See Instructions for more details. All applications that satisfy the requirements listed in the
funding application instructions will be considered.

D

The Fish and Wildlife Committee strongly encourages applications related to:
• improving habitat
• scientific research
• public education
• threatened and endangered species
• resolving human/wildlife interaction issues
In addition to the above areas of interest, the Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to fund one or more projects that
increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies and community cultural organizations on enforcement issues and
education focusing on communities that may be unaware of local fish and game laws. Projects that provide multilingual
signage and educational materials are encouraged.

The Fish and Wildlife Committee awards grants to non-profit organizations, schools and government agencies. The
Committee generally does not recommend funding for operating costs and overhead, such as staff salaries, benefits or
utilities. If an hourly rate is listed, costs need to be itemized separately (see grant guidelines for more details). The
Committee generally gives preference to funding material expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials).
Organizations, schools and government agencies that have received previous Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grants
should have a positive track record of completing projects and submitting final reports in an efficient, timely and clear
manner.
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The Committee expects to recommend awards to several applicants. However, it is possible that a particularly excellent
proposal will be recommended to receive a large portion of the total available funds. During the 2020 grant cycle a total
of $85,891.00 was awarded to 15 projects. The awards ranged from $611.00 to $18,000.00. Successful applicants may
anticipate receiving notification of funding awards by the late spring or early summer of 2021.
The grant award funds will be disbursed on a cost reimbursement basis.* (See below for exceptions.) Within a year
of grant funding approval, or within one month of project completion, whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit
a final project report which includes invoices and receipts documenting how funds were spent and the results of the
project. Fish and Wildlife Propagation fund grants will be disbursed after receipt and approval of the final project report.
Details will be outlined in the grant packet to all successful applicants.

FT

*Exception For Non-Profit Organizations That Can Demonstrate Financial Hardship: Private, non-profit entities
that can demonstrate that providing Fish and Wildlife Propagation grant funding on a cost reimbursement basis will
create a financial hardship and be detrimental to the operation of the program will be eligible to receive up to ½ of the
grant amount after the grant is awarded. The remaining amount of the grant will be disbursed after the entity has
submitted information including invoices and receipts documenting how the initial disbursement was spent. Within a year
of initial notification of the grant funding award (i.e. spring or summer of 2022), or within one month of project
completion, whichever comes sooner, the entity will be required to submit information including invoices and receipts
documenting how the second disbursement was spent, and provide a final project report documenting the results of the
project.
*Exception For Small Projects Under $1,000: Grant funding may be disbursed to private, non-profit entities prior to
the beginning of the project if the award is under $1,000 and the entity has provided documentation that the project
could only be initiated with advance funding. Within a year of grant funding, or within one month of project completion,
whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit a final project report which includes invoices and receipts documenting
how funds were spent and the results of the project.

Sincerely,

RA

The Committee appreciates your interest in this opportunity to improve the fish and wildlife resources in Contra Costa
County. Should you have any questions about the Fish and Wildlife Committee or this funding program, please contact
me at 925-674-7831 or maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us.

D

Maureen Parkes
Fish and Wildlife Committee Staff
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INSTRUCTIONS
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What Must Be Included in Your Proposal (not to exceed 4 pages):
1) Signed Application Cover Page (see attached)
2) Description of the project for which funding is requested. Please include an explanation of:
• how this project will benefit the fish and wildlife of Contra Costa County
• how this project meets the requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish & Game Code (attached) which
defines the eligibility requirements for projects requesting funding from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
Fund. Indicate which letter(s) of the Section 13103 is/are satisfied.
NEW REQUIREMENT: If your proposal is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i)*, or (m), a copy of
your draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us
or at the address listed on Page 2 and received by November 2, 2020. Staff will coordinate with the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s eligibility to receive funds.
*If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (i), and a scientific collection permit is required and
issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, this will indicate that the project is eligible
to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds. Please send the scientific collection permit along
with your grant application by the January 6, 2021 - 5:00 P.M. grant submission deadline. Scientific
collection permits are not included in the grant application page limit.
*The Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to be acknowledged for its financial support of the project. FWC
or staff review may be required prior to printing any written materials that receive funding. Please refer to
the guidelines listed below:
• Grant recipients agree to obtain advance written approval from the FWC of any communication/written
material that may reasonably be understood to represent the views of the FWC and to provide the FWC with
reasonable opportunity to review, comment and approve the communication/written material in advance.
Grant recipients may use the following standard language in making attributions for funding by the FWC:
• Attribution for full Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, web site, report, etc.) was funded by
the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
• Attribution for partial Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, web site, report, etc.) is funded in
part by the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
3) Project schedule - The project must be completed within a year from the date you receive notification of funding
(by Spring/Summer 2022).
4) Project budget (itemized). The Fish and Wildlife Committee generally does not recommend funding for
operating costs and overhead. Examples for these include staff salaries, health insurance, and operation costs
such as electricity to run an office. If an hourly rate is listed, overhead costs need to be itemized separately. The
Committee generally gives preferences to funding material expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials).
5) Annual budget for the applying organization (not itemized).
6) Statement describing the applying organization, listing the Board of Directors and officers of the organization,
and listing all affiliated organizations.
7) Statement describing the qualifications of the sponsoring organization and participating individuals for
completing the project.
8) List of individuals responsible for performing project and of individuals responsible for overseeing project.
9) Statement describing the status of permit approvals necessary to perform project (if applicable).
10) Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship or an
exception for a small project under $1,000. (This request does not count toward your page limit and is only
required if requesting an exception.)
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Your complete application should be:

maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us

Contra County Fish & Wildlife Committee
c/o Contra Costa County Dept. of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553-4601
Attn: Maureen Parkes

RA

Emailed:
or
Mailed:

FT

Format:
• Your proposal packet, including cover sheet and any attachments must not exceed four single-sided pages
or two double-sided pages, 8.5 by 11 inches in size. Please use 11 point font or larger and ½ inch margins
or larger on your pages. If you submit more than 3 pages plus required cover sheet, your proposal may be
disqualified without review.
• NEW REQUIREMENT: If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), or (m) a copy of your
draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us and
received by November 2, 2020. (See exception for Section 13103 (i) above.) Do not attach an additional
cover letter, brochures, posters, publications, CDs, DVDs, large maps or yellow-sticky paper (e.g. PostItTM).
• Your complete application packet including signature must arrive by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January
6, 2021 (Pacific Standard Time) to be considered for funding. (Please note: A postmark of January 6,
2021 does not satisfy the submission deadline. If submitted after the deadline, your proposal will be
disqualified).

If you wish to hand deliver, contact Maureen by email or at 925-674-7831.

D

Final Checklist Before You Submit Your Proposal:
Please note that your proposal will not be considered if you provide more materials than required below:
• Signed Cover page (your proposal will be disqualified if it does not have your original signature on the
cover page).
• 3 pages or less on your project description (any extra attachments such as a map and an organization
budget will be counted as one of the three page limit.)
• If your project qualifies under Section 13013 (i) and you have been issued a scientific collection permit
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife please include it. (This is not a part of the page
limit listed above.)
• Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship
or an exception for a small project under $1,000. (This is not a part of the page limit listed above and is
only required if requesting an exception).
If you have questions regarding the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant process,
please contact Maureen Parkes: maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us / (925) 674-7831.
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California Fish and Game Code Section 13103.
Expenditures from the fish and wildlife propagation fund of any county may be
made only for the following purposes:

*
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(a) Public education relating to the scientific principles of fish and wildlife
conservation, consisting of supervised formal instruction carried out pursuant to a
planned curriculum and aids to education such as literature, audio and video
recordings, training models, and nature study facilities.
(b) Temporary emergency treatment and care of injured or orphaned wildlife.
(c) Temporary treatment and care of wildlife confiscated by the department as evidence.
(d) Breeding, raising, purchasing, or releasing fish or wildlife which are to be released
upon approval of the department pursuant to Sections 6400 and 6401 onto land or
into waters of local, state, or federal agencies or onto land or into waters open to the
public.
(e) Improvement of fish and wildlife habitat, including, but not limited to, construction
of fish screens, weirs, and ladders; drainage or other watershed improvements;
gravel and rock removal or placement; construction of irrigation and water
distribution systems; earthwork and grading; fencing; planting trees and other
vegetation management; and removal of barriers to the migration of fish and
wildlife.
(f) Construction, maintenance, and operation of public hatchery facilities.
(g) Purchase and maintain materials, supplies, or equipment for either the department's
ownership and use or the department's use in the normal performance of the
department's responsibilities.
(h) Predator control actions for the benefit of fish or wildlife following certification in
writing by the department that the proposed actions will significantly benefit a
particular wildlife species.
(i) Scientific fish and wildlife research conducted by institutions of higher learning,
qualified researchers, or governmental agencies, if approved by the department.
(j) Reasonable administrative costs, excluding the costs of audits required by Section
13104, for secretarial service, travel, and postage by the county fish and wildlife
commission when authorized by the county board of supervisors. For purposes of
this subdivision, "reasonable cost" means an amount which does not exceed 3
percent of the average amount received by the fund during the previous three-year
period, or three thousand dollars ($3,000) annually, whichever is greater, excluding
any funds carried over from a previous fiscal year.
(k) Contributions to a secret witness program for the purpose of facilitating enforcement
of this code and regulations adopted pursuant to this code.
(l) Costs incurred by the district attorney or city attorney in investigating and
prosecuting civil and criminal actions for violations of this code, as approved by the
department.
(m) Other expenditures, approved by the department, for the purpose of protecting,
conserving, propagating, and preserving fish and wildlife.

scientific collection permit, if required and issued by the California Department of Fish and
* AWildlife,
indicates that the project is eligible to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds.
California Fish and Game Code Section 711.2. (a)
"For purposes of this code, unless the context otherwise requires, "wildlife" means and
includes all wild animals, birds, plants, fish, amphibians, reptiles, and related ecological
communities, including the habitat upon which the wildlife depends for its continued
viability ..."

*
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Contra Costa County
2021 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund
Application Cover Page

Office Use Only:

Project title:

Organization/Individual applying:

(Organization type: please check one –

government,

non-profit,

school,

other (explain)

FT

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

RA

E-mail:

Name and title of contact person:

One sentence summary of proposal:

Requested grant:

D

Proposal prepared by (name & title):

Signature (Typing your name does not count as a signature.

If this section is empty, your proposal will not be considered):

________________________________________________

Signed on _______________

Clear Form
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Advisory Body Name: Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee
Advisory Body Meeting Time/Location: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6 meetings per year, 3 – 5 pm
2475 Waterbird Way, County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunch room
Chair: Daniel Pellegrini
Staff: Maureen Parkes
Reporting Period: January 2020 – December 2020
1. Activities and Accomplishments The Fish and Wildlife Committee met ___ times to discuss matters related to fish
and wildlife issues in Contra Costa County (CCC). The Committee administered a grant program that expends the Fish
and Wildlife Propagation Funds (funds that are collected by the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife for code violations).
The Committee also hosted the annual Fall Forum to raise awareness among people working in law enforcement,
environmental restoration, education and outreach about fish and wildlife issues. Additional details on these activities are
provided below.
Grant Program: The Committee received 21 proposals requesting Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant funds during
the regular grant cycle and two out-of-cycle grant requests. The Committee reviewed the proposals, interviewed applicants
and selected 15 proposals for full or partial funding totaling $85,891.00 to recommend to the Board of Supervisors.
Grant awards ranged from $611.00 – $18,000.00. The Committee reviewed progress and final reports from previous grant
cycles and extended invitations to grantees to give presentations.
Outreach: 1) The Committee hosted the annual Fall Forum on September 19th. The Forum was open to the public and
invitations encouraged people involved in fish and wildlife law enforcement issues in CCC to attend. Invited attendees
included representatives of the U.S House of Representatives, California Senate and State Assembly, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s
Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police, the Board of Supervisors and members of the public. Past participants
have indicated that the Fall Forums have been helpful in raising awareness and fostering cooperation on fish and wildlife
issues and law enforcement. Approximately 100 people attended the event in 2019. 2) Distributed Wildlife in Your
Backyard brochure. 3) Updated website.
Volunteer Activities: Several members volunteered in the community with other organizations that are interested in fish
and wildlife issues. Rhonda Gehlke – California Water Environment Association - San Francisco Bay Section
Communications Committee, Aquarium in the Classroom Program and Director of the Delta Science Center; Susan Heckly
- Lindsay Wildlife Experience, CCC Master Gardener, International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council and the FWC
representative on the CCC Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee; Kathleen Jennings - Co-chair of the Peyton
Slough Wetlands Advisory Committee; Danny Pellegrini - Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Board of
Trustees - Secretary, Sheriff’s Posse of CCC (Barbeque Captain) and the Martinez Sportsmen’s Club; Heather Rosmarin –
Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks.

D

Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and wildlife in CCC which included ____
presentations and an update by guest speakers and grant recipients. The presentations and update are listed below:

2. Attendance/Representation The FWC is composed of ten members. Each County Supervisor appoints a member and
the Internal Operations Committee appoints four At-large members and one At-large Alternate. The FWC met ____ times
at which a quorum was always present. The members were: Judy Bendix (D-1), Susan Heckly (D-II), Clark Dawson (DIII), Brett Morris (D-IV), Daniel Pellegrini (D-V), Rhonda Gehlke (At-large), Kathleen Jennings (At-large), Jeff Skinner
(At-large), Heather Rosmarin (At-large), and Nicole Kozicki (At-large Alternate).
3. Training/Certification Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and wildlife in CCC
which included ____ presentations/updates from guest speakers and grant applicants (see Activities/Accomplishments).
All members have viewed the required videos: “The Brown Act and Better Government Ordinance – What You Need to
Know as a Commission, Board or Committee Member” and “Ethics Orientation for County Officials.” Certifications are
on file for all of the members.
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4. Proposed Work Plan/Objectives for Next Year
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(a) FWC Operations:
• Develop and refine Work Plan (working document).
• Maintain FWC membership by advertising vacancies and forwarding applications to the Internal Operations
Committee.
• Seek to coordinate with other Fish and Wildlife Committees on regional matters.
• Coordinate with the Contra Costa Watershed Forum.
(b) Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations Committee for the appropriation
of funds from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund to support fish and wildlife projects in the community:
• Conduct grant program to solicit proposals, evaluate their relative merits, and recommend funding for projects which
will contribute most to the fish and wildlife resources of the County.
• Develop and advertise FWC grant program by: 1) Reviewing past Request for Proposals (RFP), funding applications;
and 2) Developing new RFP, funding application deadline, and funding priorities; and 3) posting to the County website,
distributing these materials to the media, the FWC mailing list and RFP mailing list, and to anyone who requests them.
• Work with agencies, organizations, and individuals to help them plan and develop projects suitable for support from the
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund.
• Monitor the efficiency and effectiveness of the grant disbursement process.
• Review funding applications received. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations
Committee for the awarding of grants.
• Follow-up on projects that receive funding to assure that projects proceed as proposed. One way the FWC will do this
is to extend invitations to prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients to future meetings to give status
reports, outcomes and presentations regarding their projects.
• Send out a letter to grant recipients requesting project status reports.
(c) FWC priorities for 2020/2021:
• Make recommendations to the Board to approve Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant applications for projects that
increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies, the court, and community cultural organizations on enforcement
issues and increase education focusing on communities that may be unaware of local fish and game laws.
• Provide public forum opportunities for open discussion on wildlife issues that affect CCC residents and impact natural
resources in our County, increase outreach efforts and provide advisory updates to Board of Supervisors as needed.
• Disseminate “Wildlife in Your Backyard” booklet and develop other projects for involvement of the FWC and the
community in CCC.
• Develop a resource document regarding invasive species.
• Update website with information on invasive species and a list of awarded Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grants.
(d) FWC projects (develop and prioritize a list of projects for potential FWC involvement; select projects for FWC
involvement and provided appropriate support, including: initiation, planning, consultation, and/or funding):
• Make recommendations to the Board on awarding Certificates of Appreciation for significant contributions to the fish
and wildlife resources of the County.
• Consider hosting a forum about wildlife.
(e) Improve enforcement of fish and game laws and regulations; increase flow of money into the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation Fund:
• Help assure that, when appropriate, a portion of fines from violations of laws designed to protect fish and wildlife
resources is deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund. Promote awareness of the harm caused by violation
of fish and wildlife regulations and the value of enforcement.
• Host a Fall Forum with law enforcement officials (CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Sheriff’s Dept., District Attorney’s
Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police) to discuss fish and
wildlife issues and enforcement.
(f) Monitor and advise the Board on projects that may affect fish and wildlife resources in the County:
• Attend field trips to see major restoration projects and prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients’
projects in the County.
• Consider tours of East CCC Habitat Conservancy properties, Marsh Creek Fish Ladder, Walnut Creek Drop Structure,
Dow Wetlands and Chelsea Wetlands at Pinole.
(g) Develop policy recommendations (“white papers”) on fish and wildlife issues:
• Discuss impacts of invasive species.
• Discuss wildlife and human interaction / interface.
• Discuss public education on reducing the impact of free-roaming cats on wildlife.
• Discuss the Delta Conveyance Project.

