Contra Costa County
Fish and Wildlife Committee (FWC)
Date: July 17, 2019
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Location: County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunch room (squad room)
2475 Waterbird Way, Martinez CA 94553
(Map is attached.)

AGENDA
3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the May 15, 2019 meeting.
3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed.
4) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
5) Review and accept the letter of appreciation from KIDS for the BAY for their Watershed
Action Program project.
6) Review and accept the final report from Regional Parks Foundation for their 2018 Kids
Healthy Outdoors Challenge project.
7) Review and accept the final report from The Watershed Project for their 2018 Monitoring
Water Quality in Contra Costa County Watersheds project.
8) Review and accept the final report from Worth a Dam for their 2019 Treasure Hunt for the
‘Lost Key to the Waters’ project.

9) Review and consider approving an out of cycle Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant
request from Lindsay Wildlife Experience for their Large Animal Enclosure Replacement
project.
10) Review and consider approving an out of cycle Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant
request from Contra Costa Resource Conservation District for the 6th Quadrennial Contra
Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium.
11) Discuss developing an informational brochure on Nutria.
12) Review and discuss the draft 2019 work plan and annual report to the Board of Supervisors.
13) Discuss and finalize plans for the 2019 Fish and Wildlife Committee Fall Forum outreach
and members’ tasks.
14) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next regular scheduled meeting is November
20, 2019. Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:

Adjourn
The Committee Chair may alter the order of agenda items at the meeting. Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-674-7831 or
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or Abigail Fateman at 925-674-7820 or abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of
Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda. Any
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed to a majority of the FWC members less
than 72 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection at 30 Muir Road in Martinez during business hours. The FWC will
provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours
before the meeting.

County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunchroom (squad room)

From Hwy 680:
1. Merge onto CA-4W
2. Continue with the directions from Hwy 4.
From Hwy 4:
1. Take the Pacheco Blvd exit.
2. Merge onto Pacheco Blvd.
3. Turn onto Blum Road (North past Police Department).
4. Turn right onto Imhoff Drive (a cemetery is at the corner of Blum and Imhoff).
5. Turn left onto Waterbird. (There is a Top Soil / Clean Dirt sign at the corner).
6. Turn left onto the Public Works Maintenance building after you pass County’s gas
pumping station. Once you are in the parking lot, pass the building on your right. Park
your car near the side entrance (not the front entrance). Enter through the side entrance.
Our meeting room is on your left once you enter the building. Please ask the receptionist
to direct you if you have trouble finding the meeting room.
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Draft Meeting Minutes of the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee on May 15, 2019

3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
Judy Bendix, Clark Dawson, Roni Gehlke, Susan Heckly, Kathleen Jennings, Nicole Kozicki,
Daniel Pellegrini and Jeff Skinner attended the meeting. Brett Morris and Heather Rosmarin
provided advance notice that they would not be able to attend the meeting. Karen Deshayes
(Lindsay Wildlife Experience), Walter Pease (Contra Costa Resource Conservation District),
Elissa Robinson (Contra Costa Resource Conservation District), John Rudolph and Aireo Shipman
(Lindsay Wildlife Experience) attended the meeting. Maureen Parkes (CCC Department of
Conservation and Development) attended as staff.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the February 20, 2019 meeting. The meeting minutes were
approved as written.
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

6-0
Bendix, Dawson, Heckly, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Gehlke, Jennings, Morris and Rosmarin
None

3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed.
• John Rudolph talked about five goslings that he saw being taken from their nest in San
Ramon by a man in a restaurant supply van.
• Elissa Robinson, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District talked about the upcoming
Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium and inquired about receiving a
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant to help with costs for the event.
• Karen Deshayes and Aireo Shipman inquired about applying for an out-of-cycle grant
request for a new outdoor enclosure at Lindsay Wildlife Experience.
4) Elect FWC officers (Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary) The Committee elected Daniel
Pellegrini as Chair, Kathleen Jennings as Vice-Chair and Susan Heckly as Secretary of the
Committee.
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

8-0
Bendix, Dawson, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Morris and Rosmarin
None

5) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
Susan Heckly informed the FWC about the University of California Invasive Species Week
Lunchtime Talks scheduled June 3 – June 7 and provided a link to the schedule.
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Maureen Parkes informed the Committee of the following:
•
•
•
•

Brett Morris and Heather Rosmarin provided advance notice that they would not be able to
attend the meeting today.
Danny Pellegrini and Brett Morris were reappointed to the FWC for four years with terms
expiring February 28, 2023.
Staff received an email from the Contra Costa Superior Court stating that the Court cannot
provide the AMORS Fish and Game disposition report for the second quarter of 2019, due
to a migration off of the AMORS system to a new case management system.
The Internal Operations Committee recommended approval of the FWC’s grant
recommendations on April 8th and the Board of Supervisors approved the grant
recommendations on April 16th. Supervisor Anderson says thank you and that she
appreciates the consideration the Committee puts into the recommendations.
Staff received emails thanking the Committee for their 2019 grant awards from:
• Carrie Bennett, El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center
• Mandi Billinge, KIDS for the BAY
• Tom and Jane Kelly, Greens at Work
• Chris Lim, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District
• Helen Fitanides, The Watershed Project
• Gordon Frankie, UC Berkeley
• Melanie Kimbel, Marine Science Institute
• Heidi Perryman, Worth a Dam
• Phil Kohlmetz, International Bird Rescue

Correspondence items forwarded to the Committee:
•
•
•

Email from Supervisor Diane Burgis with a link to View the Open Road episode
highlighting the restoration of the 35-mile route of Marsh Creek.
Email from FWC member Heather Rosmarin regarding presentations she would be
giving about the Grayson Creek Bird Survey.
Newsletters and Announcements:
o May 2, 2019 email from Natural Resources Agency & Department of Water
Resources regarding State Withdraws WaterFix approvals, Initiates Planning and
Permitting for a Smaller Single Tunnel.
o Email regarding Contra Costa Watershed Forum meeting May 8th.
o Email from Elissa Robinson regarding the Contra Costa Watershed Forum field trip
to Point Pinole to check in on a project focused on restoring native oysters to the
Bay.
o Invitation from Mt. View Sanitary District to the Moorhen Marsh Re-Opening on
Saturday, May 11th 10-3 (2)
o Marine Science Institute 2018 Annual Report and Letter of Appreciation
o Golden Gate Audubon Society – The Gull Spring 2019 Issue
o Bay Area Monitor and Notes – 9
o California Fish and Game Commission Notices - 12
o California Department of Fish and Wildlife Notices - 2
o Lindsay Wildlife Experience – Conservation Icons Series – Joel Reynolds of the
Natural Resources Defense Council is guest speaker on March 23rd.
o Lindsay Wildlife Experience - Conservation Icons Series – Dr. Gordon Frankie is
guest speaker on May 25th.
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o Integrated Pest Management Committee Emails – 5
o Save Mount Diablo Monthly Digest - April and May 2019 Issues
o The Martinez Marina - Almar Anchor May 2019 issue
6) Update on the California Waterfix project. (Ryan Hernandez, CCC Department of
Conservation and Development) Ryan Hernandez spoke regarding the Department of Water
Resources (DWR) withdrawal of the project approval of the California Waterfix Project. The
DWR will begin a renewed environmental review and planning process for a smaller, single tunnel
project that will protect a critical source of water supplies for California. The project will be
designed to protect water supply reliability while limiting impacts on local Delta communities and
fish.
7) Review and accept the letter of appreciation from Marine Science Institute for their 2018
Delta Education Supplies project. The Committee reviewed the letter.
8) Review and accept the progress report from Regional Parks Foundation for their 2018 East
Bay Regional Mountain Lion Project. Consider approving their request for an extension of
time to complete the project. The FWC reviewed and accepted Regional Parks Foundation’s
progress report and approved their request for an extension of time to complete their project.
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

8-0
Bendix, Dawson, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Morris and Rosmarin
None

9) Review and accept the progress report from The Watershed Project for their 2018
Monitoring Water Quality in Contra Costa County Watersheds project. Consider approving
their request for an extension of time to complete the project. The FWC reviewed and
accepted The Watershed Project’s progress report and approved their request for an extension of
time to complete their project.
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

8-0
Bendix, Dawson, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Morris and Rosmarin
None

10) Discuss the Fall Forum and consider the following actions:
a. Review and finalize the draft 2019 Fish and Wildlife Committee Fall Forum agenda.
b. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors authorize the FWC to spend Fish and
Wildlife Propagation funds to host the 2019 Fall Forum.
The Committee reviewed and approved the 2019 Fish and Wildlife Committee Fall Forum agenda;
and recommended that the Board of Supervisors authorize the Fish and Wildlife Committee to spend
no more than $2,700 to cover facility rental and cleaning, food, dessert and beverages.
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

8-0
Bendix, Dawson, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Morris and Rosmarin
None
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11) Review, update and consider approving the draft Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 2020 grant cycle. The Committee reviewed and approved
the draft Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Request for Proposals (RFP).
Vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

8-0
Bendix, Dawson, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Kozicki, Pellegrini and Skinner
None
Morris and Rosmarin
None

12) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next meeting is July 17, 2019. Possible
agenda items for upcoming meetings include:
•
•
•

Adjourn

IPM Update
Draft Annual Report/Work Plan
Discuss Fall Forum
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FINAL REPORT: Kids Healthy Outdoors Challenge
SY 2018-2019
July 10, 2019

INTRODUCTION
The Kids Healthy Outdoors Challenge was originally piloted in 2012 with the goal of promoting outdoor
education while also supporting third grade curriculum content standards, which now include Common Core
Standards) in Alameda and Contra Costa County school districts. The program is designed to be a
complementary tool to support the delivery of required content in a fun and engaging way in an outdoor
classroom.
The KHOC curriculum is aligned with the California Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights, which states that before
entering high school every child in California should have the opportunity to experience 10 key outdoor
activities. In doing so, children who do these things are healthier, do better in school, have better social skills
and self-image, and lead more fulfilled lives. These key activities are the basis for the KHOC lessons and
include:
California Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights
Fundamental Experiences Before Entering High School

Play in a safe place
Explore Nature
Learn to swim
Go fishing
Follow a trail

Camp under the stars
Ride a bike
Go boating
Connect with the past
Plant a seed

The 2018-2019 school-year was KHOC’s seventh year. For the program, each teacher was asked to use
KHOC lesson activities and go on one class trip to an East Bay Regional Park District Park. Outcomes
included:
Increased comfort and skills teaching outdoors among participating teachers
Diverse teacher supported in meeting third-grade curriculum content standards
Increased use of EBRPD resources to support learning
Increased level of physical activity outdoors, promoting health and well-being, and life-long parks use,
among the teachers and their diverse students
RESULTS
During the 2018-2019 school year participation in
KHOC continued to grow, with 152 invited
teachers/classrooms, up from 135 in SY17-18 (13%
increase). Between the two counties 78 field trips were
taken with a total of 4,701 participants (including
chaperones). The cost of providing transportation
remained very low at less than $10.00 per bus
passenger and on average the buses carried 60 people.

SY 18-19 KHOC - all students

3%

Racial/Ethnic Composition of Students
Af. Amer
4% 3%
Asian

13%

Caucasian
17%
47%

Latino
Native Amer

13%

2+ Races
Some parks are closer and more accessible than
others, and the most popular are typically the parks
Other
where a naturalist guide is available to help with the
field trip. In the 2018-19 school year these parks were visited (from most to least): Coyote Hills, Tilden
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Nature Area, Crab Cove, Black Diamond Mines, Big Break, Redwood, Shadow Cliffs, Del Valle, Martinez
Shoreline, Ardenwood, Temescal, Garin.
Of the total field trips taken between the two counties, 28 of these were from schools in Contra Costa
County with a total of 1,544 participants. The following are statistics from Contra Costa County.
Contra Costa County

SY 18-19 KHOC CCC Students

SY18-19 # of Students from Represented Cities

Breakdown by Supervisorial District
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Over the course of the funding cycle $18,402.36 of the funds from the Propagation Fund were spent. Please
see the breakdown of expenses for the 2018 funding cycle. The majority of the funds were spent on bus
transportation to the parks with a small amount spent on printing student guides and a teacher training.
KHOC SPENDING REPORT
Item & Description

Cost

Bus Transportation
Fieldtrips to Regional Parks for low-income schools on average
less than $10.00 per child
Teacher Guides
Student Booklets (English & Spanish)
Teacher Workshop Luncheon (Martinez)
TOTAL

$13,950.13

$N/A
$3,800
$652.23
$18,402.36
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INVOICE
P.O. Box 21074
Crestmont Station
Oakland, CA 94620
Bill To:
Maureen Parkes

INVOICE # 2019-0710
DATE: July 10, 2019

Contra Costa County
Department of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553

Remit Payment To:
Regional Parks Foundation
P O Box 21074
Crestmont Station
Oakland, CA 94620

Comments or special instructions:
We accept Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover
EVENT

P.O. NUMBER

SHIP DATE

SHIP VIA

F.O.B. POINT

TERMS
Due on receipt

QUANTITY
1

DESCRIPTION
Reimbursement for 2019 Contra Costa County
Fish & Wildlife Commission Grant - KHOC

UNIT PRICE
$18,402.36

SUBTOTAL

AMOUNT
$18,402.36

$18,402.36

SALES TAX
SHIPPING &
HANDLING
TOTAL DUE
Make all checks payable to: Regional Parks Foundation
If you have any questions concerning this invoice, please contact Foundation Staff at 510/544-2202 or
help@regionalparksfoundation.org.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

$18,402.36
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Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Final Report 2018-2019

Project Title: Monitoring Water Quality in Contra Costa County Watersheds
Organization: The Watershed Project
Organization type: Nonprofit
Address: 1327 South 46th Street #155 Richmond, CA, 94804
Telephone: 510-665-3538
Email: helen@thewatershedproject.org
Name/title of contact person: Helen Fitanides, Program Coordinator

Thanks to generous funding from the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee,
The Watershed Project purchased supplies and hired four interns to lead monthly water quality
monitoring events in seven creeks in Contra Costa County (San Pablo, Wildcat, Rheem Grayson,
Walnut, Alhambra, and Marsh Creeks) at a total of 26 sites. They measured water temperature,
pH, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity. Monitoring days were open to interested
volunteers, who got to assist in monitoring the creek. At each site, the interns filled out an
observational form that is being used by volunteers around the county to track creek health
without equipment. We can now compare these forms across the county.
Monitoring data can be found on our website: http://thewatershedproject.org/ourprograms/healthy-watersheds/ (Citizen Monitoring tab). You will see a map of all creek
monitoring sites; click on a site to see graphs of the data, and click on the icon on the upper right
of the graph to see a description of the parameter, including healthy levels.
We also purchased supplies to do “first flush” monitoring during the first rains of Fall
2018 to check for pollutants running into the creek. Volunteers were given sampling packets
including dip sticks to measure levels of iron, copper, lead, nitrate, alkalinity, hardness, and pH
in the stormwater, and results were analyzed by interns. We found some level of heavy metals
like copper, as well as nitrates, in many samples tested. Copper tends to be an urban pollutant,
originating from brake pads, while nitrates can be an indicator of fertilizer runoff or septic
system leaks.
With the help of volunteers, we surveyed for benthic macroinvertebrates (BMI) at two
creek locations. Each family of BMI has a different tolerance level to pollution, and so looking at
the BMI community gives us an overall idea of how healthy the creek is. We found that an urban
section of Wildcat Creek was less healthy than a relatively undisturbed section of Marsh Creek.
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We were also able to compare our results on Wildcat Creek to results from the past, and found
that restoration of riparian habitat at Davis Park appears to have increased the health of the BMI
community.
Through our partners, we will be conducting outreach regarding the results from the
second year of this monitoring program, and informing residents about how they can improve the
health of their local creeks. We have already published some of our findings in The Watershed
Project’s newsletter, as well as the SPAWNERS newsletter. Our monitoring results will also
feed back into the monitoring plans for each watershed, and inform any changes or additions to
our program.
We are so grateful for your continued support of our monitoring program! We couldn’t
do it without you, and we look forward to sharing our progress with you in the coming year.
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Category Amount
Direct Expenses
Monthly Monitoring
20.37
9.99
387.84
222.64
63.95
7.63
14.13
9.11
28.45
11.54
736.2
75
2002.44
367.71
844.38
1217.21
501.63
1217.21
1124.35
40
$8,901.78

Item

Purchased for

Category

Wash bottles and toothbrushes
Wash bottles - different size
Phosphate meter
Thermometer calibration
Extension poles
Paint pens
Distilled water
Pliers, yardstick
Awl, screwdriver, funnel
Batteries
Temperature loggers
Software for loggers
Calibration standards
Calibration standards
Nitrate probe
Calibration standards
pH probe
Calibration standards
Calibration standards
Water Reporter

Cleaning probe heads on meters between creeks
Cleaning probe heads on meters between creeks
Monthly monitoring
Ensuring accuracy of measurements
Mid-stream monitoring
Marking tall measuring poles
Rinsing and calibrating meter
Meter maintenance, measuring water depth
Meter maintenance, pouring reagents
Monitoring meters
Continuous monitoring
Continuous monitoring
Calibrate meters
Calibrate meters
Replace faulty probe head
Calibrate meters
Replace faulty probe head
Calibrate meters
Calibrate meters
Data transfer to website

Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring
Monthly monitoring

Difference

$6,437.00 -$2,464.78

First Flush
39.28
820
1135
360
171.05
731.49

Estimated in
application

Rain gear
Enthalpy Analytical
Enthalpy Analytical
Enthalpy Analytical
Sample containers
IDEXX reagents

Stormwater monitoring at bioswale
Testing stormwater samples
Testing stormwater samples
Testing stormwater samples
Stormwater monitoring meter
Testing stormwater samples

First Flush
First Flush
First Flush
First Flush
First Flush
First Flush
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35.73 IDEXX standard
5 Ice
35.35 Dustpan, distilled water
$3,332.90
Benthic Macroinvertebrates
274.81 Waders
950 BioAssessment Services
19.39 Denatured alcohol, yardstick
18.32 Denatured alcohol
47.08 Sample containers
89.8 Waders
$1,399.40
Total:
$13,634.08

Testing stormwater samples
Preserving stormwater samples
Collecting stormwater samples, rinsing equipment

All in-stream data collection
Benthic Macroinvertebrate identification
Preserving BMI; surveying depth
Preserving BMI
BMI samples
All in-stream data collection

First Flush
First Flush
First Flush
$5,198.00

$1,865.10

$2,000.00

$600.60

$9,500.00

$2,500.00

BMI
BMI
BMI
BMI
BMI
BMI

Indirect Expenses
800
600
600
2000
1500
1500
$7,000.00

Payment to Grier Gammon
Payment to Grier Gammon
Payment to Grier Gammon
Payment to Matt Greer
Payment to Matt Greer
Payment to Matt Greer

Intern stipend installment
Intern stipend installment
Intern stipend installment
Intern stipend installment
Intern stipend installment
Intern stipend installment

Stipend
Stipend
Stipend
Stipend
Stipend
Stipend

$20,634.08
Note:
1. Direct Expenses: Less was spent in the First Flush and Benthic Macroinvertebrates monitoring categories than expected, while more was
spent in the Monthly Monitoring category than expected. These differences evened each other out, such that the total direct expenses was
$13,634.08 (compared to $13,635).
2. Indirect Expenses: We underspent in this category, as two of the monitors (responsible for monitoring the Marsh Creek Watershed)
did not wish to be paid and would rather donate their time.
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brochure
chalk

367.82
69.24

laminate mini cards
laminate mini cards
keys
keys
keys
keychain
signs, paint
mapsign
mapsign
kid chalk
Lawn signs, with H-stakes

103.48
22.99
9.99
11.99
27.98
6.98
58.9
18.49
59.27
9.98
257.5

Island Map Placemat, set of 4

39.8
1064.41 Total
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X
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Sincerely,
Elissa Robinson
Resource Conservationist
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Advisory Body Name: Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee
Advisory Body Meeting Time/Location: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6 meetings per year, 3 – 5 pm
2475 Waterbird Way, County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunch room
Chair: Daniel Pellegrini
Staff: Maureen Parkes
Reporting Period: January 2019 – December 2019
1. Activities and Accomplishments The Fish and Wildlife Committee met ____ times to discuss matters related to fish
and wildlife issues in Contra Costa County (CCC). The Committee ran a grant program that expends the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Funds (funds that are collected by the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife for code violations). The
Committee also hosted an annual Fall Forum to raise awareness among people working in law enforcement, environmental
restoration, education and outreach about fish and wildlife issues.
Grant Program: The Committee received 13 proposals requesting Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant funds during
the regular grant cycle and two out-of-cycle grant requests. The Committee reviewed the proposals, interviewed applicants
and selected _______ proposals for full or partial funding totaling ______ to recommend to the Board of Supervisors.
Grant awards ranged from __________. The Committee reviewed progress and final reports from previous grant cycles
and extended invitations to grantees to give presentations.
Outreach: 1) The Committee hosted the annual Fall Forum on September 19th, which was open to the public and encouraged people involved in fish and wildlife law enforcement issues in CCC to attend. Invited attendees included representatives of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Office, Superior Court,
Public Defender’s Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police, the Board of Supervisors and members of the public.
Participants have indicated that the Fall Forums have been helpful in raising awareness and fostering cooperation on fish
and wildlife issues and law enforcement. Approximately ____ people attended the event. 2) Distributed Wildlife in Your
Backyard brochure. 3) Updated website.
Volunteer Activities: Several members volunteered in the community with other organizations that are interested in fish
and wildlife issues. Rhonda Gehlke – California Water Environment Association - San Francisco Bay Section Communications Committee, Aquarium in the Classroom Program and Director of the Delta Science Center; Susan Heckly - Lindsay
Wildlife Experience, CCC Master Gardener, International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council and the FWC representative on
the CCC Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee; Kathleen Jennings - Co-chair of the Peyton Slough Wetlands
Advisory Committee; Danny Pellegrini - Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Board of Trustees - Secretary, Sheriff’s Posse of CCC (Barbeque Captain) and the Martinez Sportsmen’s Club; Heather Rosmarin – Friends of
Pleasant Hill Creeks.

D

Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and wildlife in CCC which included _____ presentations and updates by guest speakers and grant recipients. The presentations, and updates are listed below:
• Update on the California Waterfix project. (Ryan Hernandez, CCC Department of Conservation and Development)
• Upcoming: Presentation on nutria and their potential effects on native wildlife. (Ryan Carrothers, California Department of Fish and Wildlife)
• Upcoming: Update on the activities of the Contra Costa County Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee.
(Tanya Drlik, CCC Health Services Department)
• Upcoming: Presentation on The Watershed Project’s project “Monitoring Water Quality in Contra Costa County Watersheds” (Helen Fitanides, The Watershed Project)
• Upcoming: Potential field trip to Moorhen Marsh to view their completed marsh reconstruction project.
2. Attendance/Representation The FWC is composed of ten members. Each Supervisor appoints a member and the Internal Operations Committee appoints four At-large members and one At-large Alternate. As of the writing of this annual
report, the FWC met _____ times at which a quorum was always present. The members were: Judy Bendix (D-1), Susan
Heckly (D-II), Clark Dawson (D-III), Brett Morris (D-IV), Daniel Pellegrini (D-V), Rhonda Gehlke (At-large), Kathleen
Jennings (At-large), Jeff Skinner (At-large), Heather Rosmarin (At-large), and Nicole Kozicki (At-large Alternate).
3. Training/Certification Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and wildlife in CCC
which included _____ presentations/updates from guest speakers and grant applicants (see Activities/Accomplishments).
All members have viewed the required videos: “The Brown Act and Better Government Ordinance – What You Need to
Know as a Commission, Board or Committee Member” and “Ethics Orientation for County Officials.” Certifications are
on file for all of the members.
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4. Proposed Work Plan/Objectives for Next Year
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(1) FWC Operations:
• Develop and refine Work Plan (working document).
• Maintain FWC membership by advertising vacancies and forwarding applications to the Internal Operations Committee.
• Seek to coordinate with other Fish and Wildlife Committees on regional matters.
• Coordinate with the Contra Costa Watershed Forum.
(2) Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations Committee for the appropriation
of funds from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund to support fish and wildlife projects in the community:
• Conduct grant program to solicit proposals, evaluate their relative merits, and recommend funding for projects which
will contribute most to the fish and wildlife resources of the County.
• Develop and advertise FWC grant program by: 1) Reviewing past Request for Proposals (RFP), funding applications;
and 2) Developing new RFP, funding application deadline, and funding priorities; and 3) posting to the County website,
distributing these materials to the media, the FWC mailing list and RFP mailing list, and to anyone who requests them.
• Work with agencies, organizations, and individuals to help them plan and develop projects suitable for support from the
Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund.
• Monitor the efficiency and effectiveness of the grant disbursement process.
• Review funding applications received. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations
Committee for the awarding of grants.
• Follow-up on projects that receive funding to assure that projects proceed as proposed. One way the FWC will do this
is to extend invitations to prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients to future meetings to give status
reports, outcomes and presentations regarding their projects.
• Send out a letter to grant recipients requesting project status reports.
(3) FWC priorities for 2018/2019:
• Make recommendations to the Board to approve Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant applications for projects that
increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies, the court, and community cultural organizations on enforcement
issues and increase education focusing on communities that may be unaware of local fish and game laws.
• Provide public forum opportunities for open discussion on wildlife issues that affect CCC residents and impact natural
resources in our County, increase outreach efforts and provide advisory updates to Board of Supervisors as needed.
• Disseminate “Wildlife in Your Backyard” booklet and develop other projects for involvement of the FWC and the
community in CCC.
• Update website with information on invasive species and a list of awarded Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grants.
(4) FWC projects (develop and prioritize a list of projects for potential FWC involvement; select projects for FWC
involvement and provided appropriate support, including: initiation, planning, consultation, and/or funding):
• Make recommendations to the Board on awarding Certificates of Appreciation for significant contributions to the fish
and wildlife resources of the County.
• Consider hosting a forum about wildlife.
• Consider supporting the Sixth Quadrennial Contra Costa County Creek and Watershed Symposium
(5) Improve enforcement of fish and game laws and regulations; increase flow of money into the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation Fund:
• Review status reports on Fish and Game Code enforcement in the County. Consider advising the Board on trends.
• Help assure that, when appropriate, a portion of fines from violations of laws designed to protect fish and wildlife resources is deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund. Promote awareness of the harm caused by violation of
fish and wildlife regulations and the value of enforcement.
• Host a Fall Forum with law enforcement officials (CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Sheriff’s Dept., District Attorney’s
Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police) to discuss fish and wildlife issues and enforcement.
(6) Monitor and advise the Board on projects that may affect fish and wildlife resources in the County:
• Attend field trips to see major restoration projects and prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients’ projects in the County.
• Consider tours of East CCC Habitat Conservancy properties, Marsh Creek Fish Ladder, Walnut Creek Drop Structure,
Dow Wetlands and Chelsea Wetlands at Pinole.
(7) Develop policy recommendations (“white papers”) on fish and wildlife issues:
• Discuss impacts of invasive species.
• Discuss wildlife and human interaction / interface.
• Discuss public education on reducing the impact of free-roaming cats on wildlife.
• Discuss the California WaterFix and proposal for water conveyance tunnels.

