








TO:

FROM:

DATE:

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Legislation Committee
Supervisor Susan A. Bonilla, Chair
Supervisor Mary N. Piepho, Vice Chair

Lara DeLaney, Legislative Coordinator 1i
April 1, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item #4:
Washington, D.C.

RECOMMENDA liON

Summary of Advocacy Meetings in

RECEIVE the report and discuss impacts to Contra Costa County.

BACKGROUND

Each year, the Chair and Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisors travel to
Washington, D.C., along with the Legislative Coordinator, to advocate for funding
for projects included in the County's Federal Legislative Platform.

This year, the trip was planned to coincide with the National Association of
Counties (NACo) Legislative Conference. The Vice Chair, however, was unable
to attend due to prior commitments. Fortunately for the County, because
Supervisor Glover and Dr. Walker were scheduled to be in Washington, D.C. for
NACo and other association meetings, they were able to attend some of the
advocacy meetings scheduled with our congressional delegation.

All in all, it was a successful trip because relationships with our Congressional
delegation and their staff, as well as key committee staff, were advanced. The
County is well-positioned by this trip to secure much-needed financial assistance
for our requested projects.

The attached documents include the following:

1. The Itinerary of meetings
2. Meeting notes
3. A copy of the appropriations request submitted for COPS funding, as

requested by Congresswoman Tauscher
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Legislation Committee
Supervisor Susan A. Bonilla, Chair
Supervisor Mary N. Piepho, Vice Chair ~

Lara DeLaney, Legislative Coordinator 1
April 1, 2009

Agenda Item #5: State Budget Update and Economic Stimulus
Information

RECOMMENDATION

RECEIVE the report and discuss impacts to Contra Costa County.

DIRECT staff on advocacy efforts for federal stimulus funding for libraries and/or
library services from the State Stabilization Fund.

STATE BUDGET UPDATE

In an article in the Sacramento Bee (4/1/09), it was reported that State Controller
John Chiang has indicated that California has enough money to get through the
end of the current fiscal year without additional borrowing from Wall Street. The
news means the State will save an estimated $15.4 million in interest it would
have had to pay on short-term note sales.

In a letter to state Treasurer Bill Lockyer, Chiang said the State will enter April
with $1.1 billion in the bank and should have $4.38 billion on hand when the
fiscal year ends June 30. The controller had originally forecast California would
end March about $1.9 billion in the hole.

But Chiang said in the letter that three factors had combined to change the red
ink to black:

• A bill signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger last Friday that will
change State rules so it can collect an extra $1.6 billion in federal
funds for the Medi-Cal program .

• An extra $1.35 billion in State special fund reserves that can be
tapped for paying day-to-day bills.
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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

TO:

FROM:

legislation Committee
Supervisor Susan A. Bonilla, Chair
Supervisor Mary N. Piepho, Vice Chair

lara Delaney, legislative Coordinator

DATE: April 2, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item #6: Legislation Status Report

RECOMMENDATION

REVIEW the attached listings of bills of interest to the County.

RECOMMEND positions on bills to the Board of Supervisors, as appropriate.

ACCEPT the report on federal legislative issues.

BACKGROUND

Attached to this report is information about various bills in which the County may
have an interest or on which the County has already taken a position.
(Attachment A: Various Bills; Attachment B: Delta Counties' Position Tracking
Chart; Attachment C: Transportation Legislation; Attachment D: County Health
Executives Association of California Hot Sheet.) Additional information may be
provided to the Committee regarding any of these pending bills.

SPECIAL ELECTION MEASURES

At their March 19,2009 meeting, the CSAC Board of Directors did not take a
position on the measures on the May 19 Special Election ballot. The CSAC
Executive Committee had recommended a position of "neutral" on the package of
measures, after the Government Finance and Operations and the Health and
Human Services Policy Committees met jointly on March 5, recommending the
staff position of "neutral." The Urban Counties Caucus at their April 1, 2009
meeting also declined to take a position on the measures individually or as a
package. A memo from the CSAC Executive Director to the Board about the
measures is included as Attachment E.
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