
January 9, 2013 

Mr. Michael Smith 
Hall Equities Group 
1855 Olympic Boulevard, STE 250 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

RE: Archaeological Resources Assessment Report - For CEQA Review, 
Saranap Village Project, Walnut Creek, Contra Costa County 
1176 Saranap Avenue, 1285-1295, 1298, 1299, 1300, 1320-1326 Boulevard Way 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

Please let this letter serve as Basin Research Associates’ (BASIN) Archaeological Resources 
Assessment Report for the Saranap Village Project, unincorporated Walnut Creek, Contra Costa 
County.  The assessment was requested in order to fulfill the various mandates of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and cultural resources and planning directives of Contra 
Costa County.  The report provides the results of a records search, reviews pertinent literature, 
discusses the results of an archaeological field inventory of the project area and presents 
management recommendations. 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The approximately 2.53-acre irregularly shaped project parcel includes 11 parcels of various 
sizes and configurations north and south of Boulevard Way near Walnut Creek, California.1  The 
mixed commercial, office, and multifamily residential area is about 300 feet north of Las 
Trampas Creek and about 0.9 miles west of the confluence of Las Trampas Creek with Tice 
Creek.  The more northerly confluence of San Ramon and Walnut Creek is approximately one 
mile west/northwest of the project (USGS Walnut Creek, Calif. 1980; T 1N, R 2W, Unsectioned) 
[Figs. 1-3]. 

                                                 

1. See the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment.  1285-1295, 1298, 1299, 1300, 1320-1326 Boulevard Way and 
1176 Saranap Avenue, Walnut Creek, California by AEI Consultants (2012) for additional detail. 
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RESEARCH SOURCES CONSULTED AND RESULTS 

A prehistoric and historic site record and literature search was completed by the California 
Historical Resources Information System, Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State 
University, Rohnert Park (CHRIS/NWIC File No. 12-0380 by Hagel 2012). 

Reference material from the Bancroft Library, University of California at Berkeley and Basin 
Research Associates, San Leandro was also consulted.  Specialized listings consulted include the 
list of California Historical Resources - Contra Costa County (CAL/OHP 2012a) and Historic 
Properties Directory for Contra Costa County (CAL/OHP 2012b) with the most recent updates 
of the National Register of Historic Places; California Historical Landmarks; and, California 
Points of Historical Interest other evaluations of properties reviewed by the State of California 
Office of Historic Preservation.  Other sources consulted include: California History Plan 
(CAL/OHP 1973); California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976); Five Views: An 
Ethnic Sites Survey for California (CAL/OHP 1988); Historic Civil Engineering Landmarks of 
San Francisco and Northern California (American Society of Civil Engineers 1977 [ASCE/SF]); 
List of Historic Civil Engineering Landmarks (ASCE 2012); Archeological Determinations of 
Eligibility for Contra Costa County (CAL/OHP 2012c); and, other local inventories, lists, and 
maps. 

RESULTS 

No recorded prehistoric or historic archaeological sites are present on or adjacent to the project.  
One site, P-07-002608, a residence at 2501 Warren Road has been recorded within 0.25 miles of 
the project (Massey and Bignell 2003/form). 

One cultural resources compliance report includes a small portion of the project or adjacent area 
(Holman 2008/S-3500).  This report is negative for the presence of historic and/or prehistoric 
archaeological resources.  Another four compliance reports on file are within 0.25 miles (Porter 
1980/S-2027; Busby 2001/S-25003; Massey 2003/S-27416; Massey 2004/S-2905).  Eleven 
additional studies on file with the CHRIS/NWIC are classified as "other reports" (i.e., reports 
with little or no field work, missing maps, or inadequate locational information) that include the 
search area (S-0595, S-0848, S-1978, S-2458, S-9462, S-9583, S-16660, S-18217, S-20395, S-
32596, and S-33600). 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted for a search of the Sacred 
Lands Inventory (Busby 2012a).  The response of the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) was negative (Pilas-Treadway 2012).  Letters requesting additional information from 
locally knowledgeable Native Americans received no response [Busby 2012b-d; see Attachments 
for Correspondence]. 

No local historical societies, planning departments, etc. were contacted regarding landmarks, 
potential historic sites or structures in or adjacent to the project. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN RESOURCES 
PREHISTORIC 

The general study area would have provided a favorable environment during the prehistoric 
period with riparian and inland resources readily.  Native American occupation and use of the 
general area appears to extend over 5000-7000 years and may be longer.  Archaeological 
research suggests an increase in the prehistoric population over time with an increasing focus on 
permanent settlements with large populations in later periods.  This change from hunter-
collectors to an increased sedentary lifestyle is due to more efficient resource procurement but 
with a focus on staple food exploitation, the increased ability to store food at village locations, 
and the development of increasing complex social and political systems including long-distance 
trade networks.   

General overviews and perspectives on regional prehistory can be found in Moratto (1984), 
Elsasser (1978), King (1978) and Jones and Klar (2007). 

ETHNOGRAPHIC 

The project appears to be located within the Saklan (alternatively Saclan, Sacalanes, Saklanes or 
Chaclanes) territory of the Bay Miwok.  Most researchers have assigned the area to the tribelet 
centered in the village of Saklan in the Walnut Creek area (e.g., CA-CCo-309 associated with the 
Rossmoor site).  The Saklan occupied the interior valleys of Contra Costa County west of Mt. 
Diablo, roughly from Lafayette to Walnut Creek and Danville (Beeler 1955, 1957; Cook 
1957:140, 147-148; Kroeber 1925:463; Levy 1978:398-399; Bennyhoff 1977:143, 145, 164; 
Fredrickson 1980:2-3; Bard et al. 1994; Milliken 1995:229, Map 2). 

Milliken differs placing the Saclans in the East Bay hills, east of present-day Oakland and central 
village of the Tatcan, a group who held San Ramon Creek, at present day Danville or 
alternatively Walnut Creek.  His more recent Central California Ethnographic Community 
Distribution Model groups/maps the Lafayette Saclan and the Alamo Tatcan (Milliken 1995:229, 
Map 2, 256; Milliken 2006:27, Fig. 5; 40, Table 8). 

Extensive ethnographic data for the San Francisco Bay Region are lacking, and the aboriginal 
lifeway apparently disappeared by approximately 1810 due to introduced diseases, a declining 
birthrate, the cataclysmic impact of the mission system and the later secularization of the 
missions by the Mexican government (Levy 1978). 

No known Native American villages and/or trails have been identified in, adjacent or near the 
project (e.g., Kroeber 1925; Bennyhoff 1977; Levy 1978; Milliken 1995). 

HISTORIC ERA RESOURCES 
HISPANIC PERIOD 

Between 1769 and 1776 a number of Spanish expeditions passed through the San Francisco Bay 
region, including those led by Portola, Fages, Fages and Crespi, Anza, Rivera, and Moraga.  
Although the routes of the early explorers cannot be determined with total accuracy, Fages and 
Crespi in 1772 were the first party to travel through the San Ramon Valley.  The plain between 
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Walnut Creek and Concord was described by the explorers as ". . . well covered with grass and 
grown with oak trees" while the valley south of Walnut Creek was noted as ". . . being covered 
with grass with the stream beds overgrown with alders, cottonwood, laurels, roses, and other 
shrubs."  Near Walnut Creek ". . . three villages with some little grass houses" were observed 
(Cook 1957:132).  In 1810, Father Jose Viader and Gabriel Moraga proceeded north from 
Mission San Jose into Contra Costa County by way of Valle de San Jose and Walnut Creek.  
Viader makes no mention of the Saklan, suggesting that Saklan villages noted earlier in the 
Walnut Creek area may have been abandoned before 1810 due to introduced diseases and 
missionization (Beck and Haase 1974:#17, #21) 

After an initial period of exploration, the Spanish concentrated on the founding of presidios, 
missions, and secular towns with the land held by the Crown (1769-1821).  In contrast, the later 
Mexican Period (1822-1848) policy stressed individual ownership of the land (Hart 1987). 

The project is situated within the southern part of the former Rancho Cañada del Hambre y Las 
Bolsas.  No Hispanic Period features appear to be present within the boundaries of the project 
(United States Surveyor General (USSG) 1866; Hendry and Bowman 1940:466-468).  The area 
was probably used for grazing during the Hispanic and the early American periods. 

During the Hispanic Period, Native Americans worked with former neighboring groups at the 
missions.  Later, with the secularization of the missions by Mexico in 1834, the majority of the 
aboriginal population gradually moved from the missions to ranchos to work as agriculturists and 
manual laborers (Hart 1987:237-238). 

AMERICAN PERIOD 

In the mid-19th century, most of the rancho and pueblo lands in California were subdivided as the 
result of population growth and the American takeover.  This American ascendancy was the 
result of the confirmation of property titles throughout California, prior to which the transfer of 
real estate had been extremely risky.  The initial explosion in population was associated with the 
Gold Rush (1848), followed later by the construction of the transcontinental railroad.  Still later, 
the development of the refrigerator railroad car (ca. 1880s), used for the transport of agricultural 
produce to distant markets, had a major impact on central California population growth (Hart 
1987). 

Contra Costa became one of the 27 initial counties of the State of California in 1850.  Walnut 
Creek, known as The Corners until the 1860s, was a sleepy little town where farmers worked the 
fertile lands along the banks of Arroyo de las Nueces (Walnut Creek).  The name "The Corners" 
was later changed to Walnut Creek after the creek and land grant, the Arroyo de los Nueces 
(creek of the walnuts), when the post office was established in 1862.  The farmers in the area had 
difficulty competing with those in the busy Martinez area and by the 1890s began planting fruit 
orchards in addition to their grain and hay in order to earn more money.  In the early 1900s many 
of the farmers also started to plant walnut groves, which soon became a source of the 
community's prosperity.  The community was incorporated as a city in 1914 and by the 1920s 
Walnut Creek was home to 528 citizens with triple that number by 1940.  The Caldecott Tunnel 
opened in 1937 and was responsible for additional growth in the area.  After World War II, many 
of the discharged veterans returned to the Walnut Creek area.  Consequently, Walnut Creek had 
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to augment its water and sewage services.  Many of the creeks were enclosed in concrete culverts 
permitting new construction in the area, and by 1951 Broadway Plaza had been built and became 
the home of many new retail establishments in the project vicinity.  Between 1965 and 1975 
numerous new apartment buildings were constructed and several of the roads were improved to 
accommodate the growing population.  The last decades have been characterized by ever 
increasing light industrial and residential infill and the displacement of agriculture.  In 1973, 
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) made Walnut Creek even more accessible and the decade 
between 1975-1985 brought on "The Age of High-Rise Offices in Walnut Creek."  Therefore, 
Walnut Creek has been transformed from a rural farm area to a small suburban community to a 
major urban center (Slocum 1882:192-193; Frickstad 1955:24; Emanuels 1986:55-66; Gudde 
1998:416).  In-fill commercial and residential development has continued with Walnut Creek 
continuing to be a major urban “destination” center. 

Project Specific 

None of the known early 1850s historic era structures in Walnut Creek and/or vicinity were 
located in or near the proposed Saranap Village Project.  The closest, William Slusher's cabin, 
was located to the northeast on the west bank of Walnut Creek at the "The Corners", that is at the 
crossing of two roads - Pacheco to the north and Oakland to south (Emanuels 1984:xx; WC/PIO 
1994:2; Drummond 1995:18 [1871 Map]; Whitney 1973). 

"Saranap," the project namesake,2 was situated south of Las Trampas Creek on the alignment of 
the Oakland, Antioch, and Eastern Railway (OA&E) as shown on the 1915 USGS Concord 
topographic quadrangle and on the 1948 USGS quadrangle on Sacramento Northern Railroad 
(SNRR).  Saranap was located south of the project on the east side of present-day Tice Valley 
Boulevard at Olympic Boulevard.  Las Trampas Creek (also known as Lafayette Creek), the road 
linking Lafayette and Walnut Creek and later, the railroad were the focus of development in the 
study area.  Present-day Olympic Boulevard now follows the former track alignment through the 
general study area (USGS 1897, 1915, 1948, 1959; Fickewirth 1992:93). 

FIELD INVENTORY 

Mr. Christopher Canzonieri (M.A.), Basin Research Associates, met with Mr. Michael Smith, 
Hall Equity Group on October 25, 2012 prior to the archaeological field inventory.  Mr. Smith 
reviewed the project and briefed Mr. Canzonieri on the project. 

The field inventory used transects varying in orientation spaced at 1-15 meters.  The project area 
includes existing commercial buildings, a single family home, an apartment building and a 
vacant lot.  Introduced landscaping, lawns, trees, shrubs, gravel and woodchips, covers most of 
the project parcels.  Surface visibility varied from 50-70% in areas not covered by concrete, 
gravel or wood chips. 

                                                 

2. Reportedly "The name [Saranap] was coined in 1913 from Sara Naphthaly, the name of the mother of Samuel 
Napthaly, vice president of the Oakland ad Antioch Railway, and was applied to the station previously known as 
Dewing Park" (Gudde 1998:351). 
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No evidence of significant prehistoric and historic archaeological resources was observed during 
the survey conducted for the project. 

A cursory review of the buildings suggests that several date from the 1940s to 1950s. 

1300 Boulevard Way (APN 184-010-046), south side of Boulevard Way, east of Saranap 
Avenue (opposite the northern portion of the project).  This parcel is occupied by a ca. 
1953/1961 two-story stucco building and an associated paved parking lot (facing 
Boulevard Way).  A large oak tree is located at the entry to the parking lot.  Overall 
surface visibility was 50%.  The ground surface, where exposed, consists of grayish 
brown clay. 

1320, 1322 and 1326 Boulevard Way (APN 184-450-025), south side of Boulevard Way, 
southwest of Saranap Avenue.  This triangularly shaped parcel is occupied by a single ca. 
1956 story stucco building, a paved parking lot, and a recently planted tree (with 
woodchips) to the south.  As a result, very little surface was exposed.  Surface visibility 
in areas not capped or landscaped was 50%.  Observed sediments consist of grayish 
brown clay. 

1176 Saranap Avenue (APN 185-370-012), the northernmost parcel.  A ca. 1941 single 
story wood frame house occupies this parcel.  Landscaping in the front consists of trees, 
shrubs and lawn along with some decorative basalt rock.  The sloping rear of the parcel 
also includes a variety of trees and shrubs and the decorative rock.  Overall surface 
visibility was 70%.  Observed sediments consist of brown clay with small angular 
pebbles.   

Two buildings, 1285, 1287, 1289, 1291] and 1295 Boulevard Way (APN 185-370-010), 
on the north side of Boulevard Way (east side of adjacent to 1176 and former 1299 
Saranap Avenue). 

Two, 2-story ca. 1950s stucco buildings with minimal landscaping (ivy and weeds) and a 
parking lot occupy this portion of the proposed project.  1285, 1287, 1289, and 1291 are 
located within the northernmost building while the southern building has only one 
address, 1295 with letter suites.  Overall surface visibility was 60%.  Observed sediments 
consist of brown clay with small angular pebbles. 

FINDINGS 

The general area appears to have a low to moderate archaeological sensitivity for prehistoric 
resources due to the proximity of Las Trampas Creek and other environmental factors suggesting 
suitability for prehistoric occupation. 

The Contra Costa County General Plan (Contra Costa County Community Development 
Department (CCC/CDD) 1996:9-14) does not assign a sensitivity rating to the project area 
due to the existing urban development. 

No prehistoric, Hispanic or American period archaeological resources and/or historic 
features have been recorded or reported within or adjacent to the proposed project as a 
result of the research completed for the project (see CHRIS/NWIC File No. 12-0380 and 
other sources). 
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The single compliance report on file with the CHRIS/NWIC that includes a small portion 
of the project is negative for the presence of historic and/or prehistoric archaeological 
resources. 

No known ethnographic, traditional or contemporary Native American resources have been 
identified in or adjacent to the proposed project [see Attachments]. 

No potentially significant prehistoric or historically significant archaeological resources 
were observed during field survey conducted for the proposed project. 

Most of the Saranap Village Project parcels with buildings/structures appear to date from 
the early 1940s to mid-1960s. 

No historic properties listed, determined eligible, or potentially eligible for inclusion on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and/or California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR). 

No local, state or federal historically or architecturally significant structures, landmarks, or 
points of interest have been identified in or adjacent to the proposed project. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is the considered opinion of Basin Research Associates, based on a review of pertinent records, 
maps and other documents, and a field review that the proposed project can proceed as planned 
in regard to prehistoric and historic archaeological resources  

No subsurface testing for buried archaeological resources appears necessary at this time.  In 
addition, archaeological monitoring is not recommended.  However, if any significant cultural 
materials3 are exposed or discovered during either site clearing or during subsurface 

                                                 

3. Significant prehistoric cultural resources are defined as human burials, features or other clusterings of finds 
made, modified or used by Native American peoples in the past.  The prehistoric and protohistoric indicators of 
prior cultural occupation by Native Americans include artifacts and human bone, as well as soil discoloration, 
shell, animal bone, sandstone cobbles, ashy areas, and baked or vitrified clays.  Prehistoric materials may 
include: 

a. Human bone - either isolated or intact burials. 
b. Habitation (occupation or ceremonial structures as interpreted from rock rings/features, 
 distinct ground depressions, differences in compaction (e.g., house floors). 
c. Artifacts including chipped stone objects such as projectile points and bifaces; 
 groundstone artifacts such as manos, metates, mortars, pestles, grinding stones, pitted 
 hammerstones; and, shell and bone artifacts including ornaments and beads. 
d. Various features and samples including hearths (fire-cracked rock; baked and vitrified clay), 
 artifact caches, faunal and shellfish remains (which permit dietary reconstruction), 
 distinctive changes in soil stratigraphy indicative of prehistoric activities. 
e. Isolated artifacts 

 Historic cultural materials may include finds from the late 19th through early 20th centuries.  Objects and 
features associated with the Historic Period can include. 

a. Structural remains or portions of foundations (bricks, cobbles/boulders, stacked field stone, 
 postholes, etc.). 
b. Trash pits, privies, wells and associated artifacts. 
c. Isolated artifacts or isolated clusters of manufactured artifacts (e.g., glass bottles, metal cans, 
 manufactured wood items, etc.). 
d. Human remains. 
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construction, operations should stop within 25 feet of the find and a qualified professional 
archaeologist contacted for further review and recommendations.  Potential recommendations 
could include evaluation, collection, recordation, analysis, etc. of any significant cultural 
materials followed by a professional report. 

CLOSING REMARKS 

If I can provide any additional information or be of further service please don't hesitate to contact 
me.  Thank you for retaining our firm for the project. 

Sincerely yours, 
BASIN RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC., 

 
Colin I. Busby, Ph.D., RPA 
Principal 
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Figure 3:  Aerial View of Project Area with Photo View Locations
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Figure 4:  View north from rear lot - 1300 Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 5:  View south towards rear lot - 1300 Boulevard Way 



 
Figure 6:  View east at rear of building - 1300 Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 7:  View west of building at 1300 Boulevard Way 



 
Figure 8:  View north towards 1320, 1322, and 1326 Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 9:  View northeast towards 1320, 1322, and 1326 Boulevard Way 



 
Figure 10:  View northeast towards north side of Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 11:  View northeast towards vacant lot 



 
Figure 12:  View northeast towards 1176 Saranap Avenue 

 
Figure 13:  View south along the rear of 1285, 1287, 1289, 1291, and 1295 Boulevard Way 



 
Figure 14:  View northwest towards 1285, 1287, 1289, and 1291 Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 15:  View northwest towards 1295 Boulevard Way 



 
Figure 16:  View southwest towards 1300 Boulevard Way 

 
Figure 17:  View east towards 1180 Saranap Avenue (this property has not been acquired) 
































































































