Central Contra Costa HHW Collection Program
4797 Imhoff Place, Martinez
www.centralsan.org
(800) 646-1431
Serving Alamo, Blackhawk, Clayton, Concord, Clyde, Danville,
Lafayette, Martinez, Moraga, Orinda, Pacheco, Pleasant Hill, San
Ramon, Walnut Creek, and other Central County unincorporated
areas within the service area.

Contra Costa County

Find Your Contra Costa County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility:

Public Works

Household Hazardous Waste Dropoff

D e p a r t m e n t

Oil Recycling is easy. For info call the
Contra Costa Recycling Hotline (800) 750-4096
or online at: www.cccrecycle.org

Watershed Program
255 Glacier Drive, Martinez, CA 94553

Oil Recycling

Keeping It
All in Tune

Delta HHW Collection Facility
2550 Pittsburg–Antioch Hwy., Pittsburg
www.centralsan.org
800) 646-1431
Serving Antioch, Bay Point, Bethel Island, Brentwood, Byron,
Discovery Bay, Knightsen, Oakley, and Pittsburg.

West County HHW Collection Facility
101 Pittsburg Avenue, Richmond
www.recyclemore.org
(888) 412-9277
Serving Crockett, El Cerrito, El Sobrante, Hercules, Kensington,
Pinole, Port Costa, Richmond, Rodeo, and San Pablo.

Illicit Discharge Reporting
To report illicit discharges to the stormwater system
in the unincorporated County please call 925-313-2236
or countywide call 800-NO DUMPING
To report an active release to the stormdrain call 911

This brochure is printed on recycled
paper with soy-based inks.

Preventing
Stormwater Pollution
During Auto Repair

Keep Auto Pollutants Out of Our Waters
Seven Ways to Help Stop
Pollution from Vehicles

Vehicle Trivia
How do cars contribute to Bay pollution?
a) Particles of car exhaust drift onto roadways and into
the Bay.
b) Leaks and drips from cars wash off of streets into
storm drains and into creeks and the Bay.
c) Parts of cars like tires and brake pads wear off and
leave toxic residue on the roadway that is picked up
by runoff and becomes stormwater pollution.
d) All of the above.
What happens when pollutants gets into a storm
drain?
a) They flow through the storm drain system to a
wastewater treatment plant.
b) They stay in the catch basin until County Public
Works crews pump them out.
c) They go directly to a creek or the Bay, without
being treated!

Car Facts
FACT Recent studies show that as brake pads wear, they
contribute up to half of the copper that enters the
Bay through storm drains.

FACT Smoking vehicles — just 10% of the cars on the
road — cause 50% of air pollution. And since what
goes up must come down, air pollution causes
water pollution as well.

FACT A car that isn’t tuned properly produces 10 to 15
times more pollution than a well-running vehicle.

FACT Small amounts of contaminates from vehicle leaks,
drips and carwashing add up to be significant
sources of water pollution.

Preventing Water Pollution
When Working on Cars
Your work area

Engine cleaning and degreasing

When you’re working on your car,
remember that any drips or spills
to the street or driveway will
flow to a storm drain and on
to the Bay!

Many degreasers contain highly toxic solvents and
caustic chemicals that are hazardous to your health
and harmful to the environment.

DO choose a work area
that is easy to clean up,
with an impervious floor,
and preferably in a garage.
DO place plastic tarps and
drip pans under your car,
especially if it is leaking. Fix
leaks as soon as possible!
DO use sawdust or cat litter for spills. Immediately sweep it up, bag it,
and put it in the trash. For large spills, use a squeegee and dust pan first.

DO read labels carefully before you buy.
Avoid products containing chlorinated
hydrocarbons like trichloroethylene
or estrogen disrupters like
nonylphenol ethoxylate.
DO use rags instead of water
when cleaning.
DO use non-flammable,
biodegradable alternatives
to highly toxic degreasers.
Try limonene, a citrus-based
solvent. Put any rinse water
down a sink or toilet — never into a storm drain.

DON’T hose down your work area!

Cleaning your car
Rinse water from car washing or brake and engine cleaning can
harm wildlife if it enters a storm drain.

DO use a commercial car wash that
recycles water, or discharges it
directly to the sewer for treatment
at the local wastewater plant.
DO wash your car on a lawn,
gravel driveway, or area where
soapy water will not run into
a street or storm drain.
DO use soap sparingly
if you must wash your
car at home — even
biodegradable soap is
toxic to wildlife.
DO pour your bucket of soapy water down the
sink when you’re done.
DO use paper towels to wipe brake dust off of wheels before washing to
prevent metals like copper and zinc from getting into the environment.
DON’T rinse spray-on wheel cleaners where rinse water might flow to a
street or storm drain; many are very corrosive and harmful.
DON’T allow car wash water to discharge to the storm drain. It is a
violation of our County’s discharge permit and is now illegal.

Brake work
Most brake pads (part of disc
brakes, generally on the front
wheels) contain copper, which
comes off as the pads wear, and
contributes significant amounts
of toxic stormwater pollution
to our creeks and Bay.

DO clean brake dust off of
wheels with paper towels, and
dispose of towels in the trash.
DO ask your auto parts supplier about no-copper or low-copper
brake pads for your car.
DON’T clean wheels, brakes, or brake pads where brake pad dust,
cleaners, or rinse water can flow to a street or storm drain.

DO properly dispose of any unwanted cleaners and degreasers at
your local Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility
DON’T clean your engine at home unless you can contain and
properly dispose of the rinse water as hazardous waste at your
local HHW. Instead, take your engine parts, to a local parts
store that offers a cleaning service or to a shop that collects
and treats engine wastewater.

Changing oil, antifreeze,
and other fluids
Proper use and disposal of
auto fluids is an easy way
to prevent stormwater
pollution and to protect
our creeks and the Bay.

DO drain fluid into a
drain pan. Use a funnel
to pour fluid into a plastic
container for recycling or
disposal.
DO recycle used oil. (See back panel.)
DO recycle your old oil filter after letting it
drain into your oil pan for several hours.
DO dispose of antifreeze/coolant properly. (See back panel.)
Never flush your radiator where fluids may flow into a street,
gutter, or storm drain. Antifreeze, or ethylene glycol, is
extremely hazardous in small quantities to pets and wildlife.
DON’T drain or pour any petroleum fluids onto the street or
into a storm drain; recycle antifreeze at your local HHW.
DON’T mix coolant with other auto fluids. They are not
recyclable when mixed.

We Need Your Help to
Prevent Pollution in our
Creeks and the Bay!
Remember,
Only Rain Down
the Storm Drain!

