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Text Box
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Official language(s) English
Demonym Californian

Capital Sacramento
Largest city Los Angeles

Largest metro area Greater Los Angeles
Area Ranked 3rd in the US

- Total 163,696 sq mi
(423,970 km²)

- Width 250 miles (400 km)
- Length 770 miles (1,240 km)

- % water 4.7
- Latitude 32°32′ N to 42° N

- Longitude 114°8′ W to 124°26′ W
Population Ranked 1st in the US

- Total 36,756,666 (2008 est.)
33,871,648 (2000)

- Density 234.4/sq mi  (90.49/km²)
Ranked 11th in the US

 - Median income US$54,385 (11th)
Elevation

- Highest point Mount Whitney
14,505 ft  (4,421 m)

- Mean 2,900 ft  (884 m)
Taken from: California article on wikipedia.org - Lowest point Death Valley

-282 ft  (-86 m)
Admission to Union September 9, 1850 (31st)

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R)
Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi (D)

U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein (D)
Barbara Boxer (D)

U.S. House delegation 34 Democrats, 19 Republicans 
Time zone Pacific: UTC-8/-7

Abbreviations CA Calif. US-CA
Website ca.gov
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Causes

Partisan
Dems and GOP 
unwilling to 
compromise

Prop 98 ties down 
budget to certain 

education 
programs. 

Term limits make it 
harder to create 
collaborative 
relationsips 

between politicans

Voters vote for 
increased spending
as well as lower 

taxes. Prop 13 limits 
source of funding 
from property 

taxes

Prop 5, 8 (1982) 
abolish state 

inheritance from 

estate taxes

Dot com bubble 
burst left Calif. in 

deficits

Housing crisis/
recession/
inflation

makes economic 

situation worse

Schwarzenegger 
failure to propose 

long term solutions

1933 Provision 
requiring 2/3 

majority from both 
chambers for 

passage of budget 

CALIF
BUDGET 
CRISES



Solutions

Vote for politicians with 
willingness to 
compromise

Stop voting for lower 
and lower taxes 
without expecting 
less in services

Rethink creating good‐
intentioned 

initiatives/referendu
ms which may have 
unseen long term 

effects

Housing crisis/
recession/
inflation

makes economic 

situation worse

Establish a good 
rainy day fund when 
times are prosperous

Look for stable 
sources for funding, 
not just on short term 

notes

END OF 
CALIF

BUDGET 
CRISES
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