
Contra Costa County Code building 
regulation states:

74-4.002 (a)(2) Work exempt from permit.  CBC 
Section 105.2, work exempt from permit, is 
amended to read:  

“4.  Retaining walls which are not over 3 feet in 
height measured from the top of the footing to top 
of the wall and that have a downward ground slope 
at the bottom of the retaining wall not exceeding 1 
(vertical): 10 (horizontal), unless supporting a 
surcharge or ground slope exceeding 1:2 or 
impounding class I, II, or III-a liquids.”               
(Ord. 99-1 § 6)
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RETAINING
WALL 
EXAMPLES

Building permits 
are required if the 
wall height exceeds 
3 feet.

All heights are 
measured from top 
of footing to top of 
wall.
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GUIDELINES FOR:  TERRACED RETAINING WALLS EXEMPT FROM PERMITS

L1=Larger of 2h1 or 2h2

L2≥2h2

h2≤ 3’-0”

h1≤ 3’-0”
10 MIN

10 MIN

• Maximum 
number of 
retaining 
walls is 
unlimited.

• See Contra 
Costa County 
Ordinance 
74-2.002 for 
additional 
information
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PLEASE NOTE:  A retaining wall on fill, 
will require a grading permit: See When 
is a Grading Permit Required.
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https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47328/WHEN-IS-A-GRADING-PERMIT-REQUIRED
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