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ZA 9-16-13 - Scoping Session - Ball Estates, County File No. SD13-9338 

David Aungle: So, I think I have two questions and a comment. The first question is, I just want to 
confirm that the letter that I sent to Jennifer has been received and is on record and will be a part of the, 
whatever the official record is. There is a letter that I sent on August 19th in which I and several of our 
neighbors listed a fairly long list of concerns that we wanted to ensure were addressed when the total 
environmental impact is looked at. 

Lashun Cross: Jennifer Cruz, the project planner, is present and we can confirm that following the 
hearing.  

David Aungle: Okay. And my second question is can I, again not completely knowing the process, can I 
assume that every one of the items that we listed in that letter in some way will be addressed during the 
whole process that you go through to look at the environmental impact. 

Lashun Cross: That is the process, that each of your comments be addressed during the review and the 
drafting and the draft EIR.  

David Aungle: Okay. 

Lashun Cross: So, each of those comments... 

David Aungle: So, I don't have to go through each of those topics here if the letter has already been 
received? 

Lashun Cross: That is correct. It has been received. Unless you just want to reiterate what those 
concerns are orally? You are welcome to do so. 

David Aungle: Well, so the one point that I really do want to put a little bit of emphasis on is, or quite a 
lot of emphasis on, because this is what I hear. I know we're concerned about, we live adjacent to the 
property, and many of our neighbors are concerned about too, and that is safety and the traffic impact, 
both during and after, I suppose, the construction is completed. During construction, and then once 
again the final point of the actual project having being built, and if you visit Camille Avenue, then you 
would see on certain days, well first of all it is not just a street that people come and go on but it's a 
pretty major thoroughfare for our kids to go to school. There's a lot of bicycle traffic. There's only a 
sidewalk on one side. There's a lot of parents with their bicycles riding with their kids to school. And 
then the situation is compounded by, on certain days, there's a lot of parking of vehicles at the end of 
the street with people essentially accessing the trail that you can get to at down Camille Lane. And even 
as things are today, that's a safety concern because the amount of traffic that is parked there and the 
amount of to and from traffic and the amount of people exiting their cars with their dogs, and so on, 
whether it's on a school day or a weekend or during the holidays just past. There's really a real safety 
concern. And one of the great concerns that we have and we hear is that being compounded by just the 
additional traffic of all the construction traffic, and then when we get to point where, of course, there 
are additional homes there, we are concerned that we have an ongoing safety issue. And I really just 
want to emphasize that, whether it’s the traffic impact up and down Camille, where there's a safety 



concern at the trail at the Iron Horse trail crossing, which also concerns many of us because we see 
people coming and going at speed and we see a lot of nearer things there. Whether it’s the impact of 
Danville Boulevard, but it’s also this impact that people might not realize of the number of people 
parking for trail access. And then that being compounded during this development, that's something 
that I really wanted to call out in this hearing. 

Lashun Cross: Thank you. For the record, would you mind stating your name and address again? 

David Aungle: Yeah. It's David Aungle, A-U-N-G-L-E. 

Lashun Cross: Thank you. 

David Aungle: And the address is 1001 Ironwood Place. 

Lashun Cross: Thank you. Any additional testimonies? 

David Aungle: No. I think that's really what I wanted to make sure that got said. 

Lashun Cross: Okay. Thank you. 

David Aungle: Thank you. 

Lashun Cross: The next speaker that I have is...is it Richard Lo....? 

Richard Loewke: Richard Loewke. Thank you. 

Lashun Cross: Sorry. 

Richard Loewke: I'm here with Mr. Aungle. I'm a professional urban planner and an environmental 
consultant and we're not here to oppose or support this project but first would like to express our 
appreciation to the county and the applicant both for proceeding in having a complete environmental 
impact report prepared. I think one of the challenges, and I just want to emphasize something that Mr. 
Aungle has just said, one of the challenges in preparing this EIR so that its useful and complete and 
defensible is that it take a sensitivity level approach to traffic and safety issues, not just a quantitative 
approach. Camille is a substandard street. It's used by small children on their way to elementary school. 
There's cars parked along it. The Iron Horse trail is a primary feeder between that neighborhood and 
Rancho Romero School and there are site distance issues that, all of which will be affected by this 
project. Everybody understands that traffic will come. It's a matter of how that's analyzed and the 
sensitivity in dealing with the safety issues that we expect to see incorporated in the document. Mr. 
Aungle's letter has listed a number of other issues. I just wanted to emphasize that as an infill project, 
this comes with the territory, trying to be sensitive to those kinds of things. Thank you. 

Lashun Cross: Thank you Mr. Loewke. Could you just tell me the address again, one more time, for the 
record? 

Richard Loewke: My address is 547 Wickham Court in San Ramon. 



Lashun Cross: Thank you. 

Richard Loewke: Thank you. 

Lashun Cross: I have no additional speaker cards for this item. Is there anyone here who wishes to speak 
on this item? (pause) (comments from the audience) I don't mind if you speak and fill it out afterwards. 

Don Whiteneck: My name is Don Whiteneck and I live at 940 Camille Lane. And I just found out about 
this meeting about two hours ago. So, my question is who is on notice of getting letters to come to 
these meetings and who isn't, because our property is about fifty to seventy feet from the Ball property? 

Lashun Cross: That question can be answered by the staff, Jennifer Cruz, she's present. 

Don Whiteneck: Okay. Regarding the comments on the trail parking, yesterday there were about twelve 
cars parked at the end of Camille Avenue and I've counted as many as twenty. And it seems to be worse 
and worse every year. When cars are parked on both sides of the road, it becomes basically a one lane 
road. And it's worse than that because when you drive up there, people have their car doors open, their 
dogs are running around without a leash and they are doing their stretching exercises and its very 
difficult to get through. So, I think one thing that needs to come out of this is the park needs a parking 
lot, a big parking lot. And the next thing is that Camille Lane is inadequate. It's a one-lane road that 
feeds seven large houses. And while I realize this isn't a problem directly for the Ball Development, it's a 
problem that could be resolved by widening the road or changing access into Camille Avenue, Camille 
Lane. And the third issue is drainage. The southeast corner of the Ball property drains into a eight inch 
drain pipe that goes under Camille Lane and that pipe is inadequate for the runoff we have now. We do 
have, when we have heavy rains, the pipe fills and it overflows onto the street. And then after they put 
in the hardscape, the concrete, asphalt, the drain's just going to be worse. So, that drain pipe is 
inadequate for what we have now and it will get worse with development. So, those are my primary 
concerns. 

Lashun Cross: Don, could you just state your name one more time and your address for the record? 

Don Whiteneck: Don Whiteneck. 940 Camille Lane. 

Lashun Cross: Thank you. 

Don Whiteneck: Now do you need a green card or... 

Lashun Cross: Yes, please. I have no additional speaker cards. Is there anyone else who wishes to speak 
on this item? (pause) Okay. I see no one. As a reminder, again, the deadline to submit written comments 
is Thursday. Five p.m. September 26th, 2013. And these comments should be addressed to Jennifer 
Cruz. That concludes our scoping session. Thank you. 
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