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Abrams Associates
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING, INC.

1875 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 210      Walnut Creek, CA 94596      925.945.0201      Fax: 925.945.7966
 

. 

 
 
 
April 18, 2018 

 

Wilson F. Wendt 
Miller Starr Regalia 
1331 N. California Blvd., Fifth Floor 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

 

 

Re:  Addendum to Traffic Impact Study for the Ball Property; Dated June 17, 
2016 Addressing Equestrian, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

 

 

Dear Mr. Wendt, 
 

Our office prepared the Traffic Impact Study for the Ball Property dated June 17, 2016 
and supplemented by the Traffic Impact Study Addendum (as supplemented, the “Traffic 
Study”).  The question of the project’s impacts upon equestrian, pedestrian and bicycle 
safety has been raised, and it was requested we review the Traffic Study in more detail 
and provide a more specific analysis of these subjects.  We addressed pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities in Section 2.10 of the Traffic Study and analyzed parking impacts for 
the staging area/trail use in Section 3.10.  In addition to that analysis we have the 
following findings: 

 

 

Equestrian, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety; Camille Avenue and Camille Lane - As 
noted in Section 2.10 of the Traffic Study, pedestrian and bicycle activity on Camille 
Avenue west of the Iron Horse Trail is extremely limited, as it is on other local streets in 
the vicinity of the proposed project area.  There is significant bicycle traffic on Danville 
Blvd. and mixed bicycle and pedestrian traffic on the Iron Horse Trail; however, during 
our many monitoring trips and traffic counts we have only noted very limited bicycle and 
pedestrian activity, and virtually no equestrian activity, on Camille Avenue. 

 

The East Bay Regional Park District Master Plan shows Camille Avenue and Camille 
Lane as a part of the Las Trampas to Mt. Diablo Regional Trail, connecting the trail 
system of Mt. Diablo State Park to trails in the Las Trampas Regional Wilderness.  The 
trail proceeds westerly through Hap Magee Park, then across Danville Blvd. and up 
Camille Avenue to the trailhead of the Madrone Trail on the Ball property, which 
accesses the East Bay Regional Park District Las Trampas Trails.  During our 
observations at the project site, there was very little bicycle traffic travelling on Camille 
Avenue west of the Iron Horse Trail and no equestrian traffic was observed.  The 
majority of hikers utilizing the Madrone Trail, meanwhile, drove to the end of Camille 
Avenue and accessed the trail off of Camille Lane.  Pedestrians, mainly from nearby 
neighborhoods, use the existing sidewalks on the south side of Camille to access the  
Madrone and Ironhorse Trails. 
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Camille Avenue, between the project site and Danville Blvd. is a two lane residential 
street of approximately 30 feet in width.  There is a sidewalk along the south side of the 
street and parking is permitted and there are typically only a few parked vehicles.  The 
one exception is that some hikers normally park their vehicles at the west end of Camille 
Avenue where they can access the EBRPD trail system through the Madrone Trail.  The 
impacts from the Ball property would be to create some additional traffic from the new 
residences.  However, this would be mostly offset by the reduction in traffic due to the 
closure of the existing office building on the Ball property.  The overall result would be a 
minimal number of new vehicle trips on Camille Avenue, with a de minimis increase in 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 

 

 

Pedestrian Safety Within the Project - The Project includes a proposal for sidewalks 
along one side of A Drive and B Court, serving the 21 lots connecting to Camille 
Avenue; and a sidewalk on one side of the new extension of Ironwood Place into the 
North 14 Lots.  Section 96-8.402 of the Contra Costa County Code requires sidewalks 
along all streets in subdivisions zoned R-12 or zoning districts with a higher density.  The 
Project is located within the R-20 zoning designation and, therefore, this provision does 
not require the provision of sidewalks.  However, the section also requires sidewalks 
along all arterials, collector and minor streets serving as a direct access to schools within 
one mile of the Project.  Rancho Romero Elementary School located on Hemme Drive is 
within one mile of the Project.  The County Code also provides a provision for the 
granting of exceptions to these design requirements if certain findings can be made. 

 

 

We have reviewed the proposed location of sidewalks in the Project both in accordance 
with the provisions of the Contra Costa County Code and in accordance with the 
requirements of the State’s Safe Routes to School Program and the suggestions of the 
Federal Highway Administration Bicycle and Pedestrian Program.  The streets which will 
not have sidewalks in the Project are two streets serving six (6) lots or less which fall 
within the County’s definition of minor streets.  They are all streets that dead end within 
the Project and will not be subject to through traffic from any other locations.  The Project 
is located adjacent to the Las Trampas Wilderness on the west and the Project will not 
serve to connect any other streets or pedestrian ways to Camille Avenue or any other 
through streets.  In our opinion, the traffic generated by these minor streets within the 
Project will be very light and the suggested sidewalk construction will be entirely 
adequate to protect the health and safety of all of the Project’s residents, but particularly 
school aged children who will be walking to school. 

 

Section 3.21 of the FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Guide for designing 
sidewalks and trails for access addresses the need for sidewalks.  This program 
distinguishes between sidewalks in urban areas and those in rural and suburban areas, like 
this project.  For rural and suburban areas, they encourage sidewalks only at “schools, local 
businesses and industrial plants that result in pedestrian concentrations.” 
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The project is located in a rural, suburban area and will generate very little traffic.  
Residents will be safely and effectively served by the proposed sidewalk system. The 
proposed sidewalk system is consistent with the sidewalk system existing in the general 
area of the Project.  A sidewalk exists on the south side of Camille Avenue running 
eastward to Danville Blvd.  The proposed sidewalks in the Project retain the rustic and 
rural nature of the area while providing more than adequate safety and protection for 
Project residents who will be utilizing the sidewalks. 

 

 

In summary, our conclusion is that bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian use of Camille 
Avenue and Camille Lane following the development of the project will continue to be 
very low, and the project traffic would not be expected to have a significant impact upon 
equestrian, pedestrian or bicycle activity.  Likewise, the sidewalk system proposed for the 
project is consistent with applicable regulations and more than adequately protects 
residents and users of that system. 

 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions about these comments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      
  
  

Stephen C. Abrams 
President, Abrams Associates 
T.E. License No. TR1852  

 
 

 

           

   

   

 

 
 

 




