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District Attorney’s Office Hosts Family Violence Community Forum & Resource Fair in
Antioch

Martinez, Calif. — On October 25, the Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office
along with our justice partners, is hosting a community forum and resource fair which will
address what family violence looks like in Contra Costa County, what Contra Costa County’s
response is to family violence and how law enforcement responds to family violence. Victims
may feel conflicted about reporting violence in the home or may not be aware of the wide range
of resources in our community that can respond to, intervene in and work to prevent these issues
and keep our families safe.

32.9 percent of California women and 27.3 percent of California men experience physical
violence, sexual violence and/or stalking in their lifetimes. In 2016, the National Domestic
Violence Hotline received over 28,000 calls from California and nearly one-third of these had
children in the home. Research has shown that only 4 percent of domestic violence murder
victims nationwide had ever availed themselves of domestic violence program services. Our goal
is to increase that number by letting our community members know how to get help right here in
Contra Costa County.

The event will occur in Antioch at the Antioch Water Park (4701 Lone Tree Way) starting at
5:00 p.m. with the resource fair. Community members will receive a “passport” to use when
visiting providers at the resource fair and will be eligible for prizes if they collect a “stamp” from
each provider. A blue ribbon panel of experts from many levels of our County’s family violence
response system will address the audience at 6:00 p.m. and be available for questions. After the
panelists finish, the resources fair will be continue until 8:00 p.m. Food and drinks will be
provided.

Victims of family violence can get help by reporting the conduct to the police, by calling the
STAND! for Families Free of Violence 24-hour toll free crisis line at 1-888-215-5555 or
contacting the Family Justice Centers in Richmond (256 24™ St.) or Concord (2151 Salvio St.,
Suite 201). In any life-threatening emergency, victims should always call 911. In 2019, a new
Family Justice Center location will open in Antioch to serve East County residents.

The entire program will be moderated by KTVU’s Candice Nguyen. Panelists will include:

e Dana Filkowski, Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office

District Attorney Administration (925) 957-8604
900 Ward Street, Fourth Floor Fax (925) 646-4683
Martinez, California 94553


mailto:scott.alonso@contracostada.org

Rhonda James, STAND! For Families Free of Violence
Devorah Levine, Contra Costa Alliance to End Abuse
Kevin McAllister, Rainbow Community Center

Nicole Riddick, Pittsburg Police Department

e Jason Vanderpool, Antioch Police Department

The participating agencies are as follows:

Antioch Council for the Teens

Antioch Police Department

Bay Area Rapid Transit

Brentwood Police Department

Brentwood Union School District

Catholic Charities of the East Bay
Community Violence Solutions

Contra Costa Family Justice Centers
Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office
Contra Costa County Employment and Human Services Department
Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office
International Rescue Committee

Mexican Consulate

Oakley Police Department

Ombudsman Services of Contra Costa, Inc.
Opportunity Junction

Pittsburg Police Department

Planned Parenthood

Rainbow Community Center

Rubicon Programs

Ruby’s Place

STAND! For Families Free of Violence
Tourette Association of America

Village Community Resource Center

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness month.

it



