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Comments to Preliminary Working Draft (January 18, 2019, and Revised April 19, 2019)  
  

1. Proposed reform is a very good start. It will potentially bring more agricultural business 
opportunities. However the reform does not go far enough to help Tassajara Valley 
agriculture.  
 
Contra Costa Crop Reports, 2017 and 2016 (Attachment # 1) reported production per /acre 
on rangelands, the value of Field Crop $ 21.00/acre. Tassajara Valley needs more 
innovative agricultural solutions to attract some other sectors of agriculture.  
 
“..Sustainable farms are known to enhance local and regional 

economies. They create jobs and build strong communities....””  

http://www.aketta.com/blog/sustainable-agriculture-defined.aspx  
Board of Supervisor Order, December 20, 2016, Allocation of Funds from the Livable 
Communities Trust to Develop Recommendations on Agricultural Land Use Policy expressly 
authorized the effort. ……”to review existing land use regulations (e.g., 
General Plan policies and zoning) and identify for future Board 

consideration specific actions the County could take to further 

promote and incentives agricultural sustainability and economic 

vitality” .... There hasn’t been yet any meaningful educated discussion on some 
unreasonable constraints AG zoning large minimum parcels size A-80, A-40 imposed on 
owners.   
 

2. Preliminary Working Draft is silent about unique challenges Tassajara Valley agriculture 
faces in today’s competitive agriculture. It would be very appropriate for the County to 
organize a special meeting to discuss unique situation in Tassajara Valley and together with 
local authorities and landowners/farmers come up with a plan for “Happy Farmers” feasible 
solutions.  
 

3. Key prerequisite to any viable agriculture is reliable water supply from irrigation district.  
Many Tassajara farmers/landowners/residents would like to see our elected officials and 
local agencies to advocate for bringing man-made water infrastructure to Tassajara Valley 
Farmland to improve agriculture and make thrive. Although numerous properties in 
Tassajara Valley already have their own water supply from private groundwater wells, a 
global solution to bring a reliable water supply via man-made infrastructure to Tassajara 
Valley Farmlands of Local Importance is needed.  
 
It is a heartbreaking to learn that expansion of Los Vaqueros Reservoir by 75% does not 
have one-drop of water for Farmlands of Local Importance in Tassajara Valley. 
https://www.ccwater.com/993/Project-Documents  
 

4. Tassajara Valley AG-preserved district needs more land uses that would bring more diverse 
uses for supporting current agriculture and creating a new agriculture. The idea of not 
including Tassajara Valley agricultural land in new business opportunities, such as in # 3 
Bed and Breakfasts is simply unfair.  According to Preliminary Working Draft, Figure 1, 
Tassajara Valley agriculturally zoned land is not included for some uses, as in # 3.  
Exclusion of Tassajara Valley directly contradicts the purpose of this effort to….”promote 
economic vitality for agriculture  “ (Preliminary Working Draft, 

January 18, 2019, and Revised April 19, 2019)  

 
In addition, County mistakenly narrows down the definition of “cultivated areas” and 

unfairly reserves a new business opportunity, as in # 3, to only “irrigated acreage “ 
…“Bed and Breakfasts are proposed to be limited to the irrigated and 
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cultivated areas of the County, as generally depicted in Figure 1, 

in order to promote intensive production of   food and to reflect 

the significantly greater availability of water in these irrigated 

areas”. Working Draft (January 18, 2019, and Revised April 19, 2019) 
  
The nature of Tassajara Valley farming is farming on high-quality rangelands.  Activities 
such as grazing on rangelands, or dry farming on rangelands, or growing olives in non-
irrigated orchards (however Tassajara Valley does have some irrigated orchards) do not 
require irrigated acreage. Nevertheless, this non-irrigated acreage is still food 
producing agricultural land that fully satisfies the definition of a cultivated land. 
 
“Agriculture is the process of producing food, feed, fiber and many 

other desired products by the cultivation of certain plants and the 

raising of domesticated animals (livestock)” 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/agriculture.htm 

 
It doesn’t frankly matter what types of agricultural produce an agricultural land produces.  
Whether it is corn, cherries, grapes or tomatoes, or whether it is meat (raising cattle), food 
for livestock (dry farming) or support grazing by making land available for leases so others 
can do grazing, all these activities are part of the food chain production by cultivation, 
therefore, an agricultural land like high-quality rangeland in Tassajara Valley is a 
cultivated area.   
 
County should not capriciously pick and choose and give for instance “ tomatoes land” 
better deal on new uses, and single out “cattle land” or high-quality rangeland, by excluding 
rangeland from new business opportunities like #3, Bed and Breakfasts. Cattle & Calves 
production takes place on rangelands and this production goes head to head with the 
production of tomatoes (see Crop Report 2017, Attachment # 3).  
 
So, Tassajara Valley AG-Lands should be treated fairly, and should be given the same 
agricultural business opportunities.  According to NRCS, Agritourism is very important part 
of ranching.  
 
” As the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

describes it: “farmers and ranchers rely on the natural resources of 

their land - the soil, water, air, plants, wildlife, and scenery - 

to keep their family on the farm and the farm in their family.” 

https://asi.ucdavis.edu/programs/ucsarep/about/what-is-sustainable-

agriculture/practices/agritourism 

 
5. Tassajara Valley private wells have sufficient water to support Bed and Breakfasts 

facilities. Water availability can be proven on case-by-case basis, as it is normally done for 
any new improvements on parcels that do not have public water service.  
 
Many properties in Tassajara Valley already have multiple wells, or just one well with 
sufficient water well yield for Bed and Breakfasts facility and the pool.  
 
Tassajara Valley rolling hills tranquility, ranching lifestyle surroundings, and grazing cattle 
activity give perfect scenery for Bed and Breakfasts facilities for the public to enjoy a 
different Agritourism experience. 
 
In addition, Tassajara Valley already is a very popular destination. For instance, Highland 
Rd, Collier Canyon Rd, and Carneal Rd circle is a very popular bilking route, so it would 
be welcomed by the public to have some improvements in this area that Bed and 
Breakfasts could bring, for instance parking, staging area, toilets, and etc.  
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6. Also, in Tassajara Valley where the large parcels are there would not be negative factors 
from Bed and Breakfasts including impacts to neighbors, maintaining farm integrity, stress 
on ground water and septic from increased use, or right to farm because most of the parcels 
in Tassajara Valley especially AG preserve district are relatively big parcels from + 100 
acres, 80 acres and that is plenty of space!  
 

7. Tassajara Valley especially AG preserved district needs more uses, equal treatment, 
agricultural zoning modification comparable to other AG zoning.  
 

8. Although Tassajara Valley has high-quality rangeland as noted in Preliminary Working Draft, 
farmers/owners have to manage and tailor intensity of grazing to what that high-quality of 
rangeland can naturally support, otherwise ecosystem risks to go out of balance.  
 
..”Intensity of grazing or stocking rate is a fundamental variable 

determining the sustainability and profitability of rangelands 

(Smith 1899; Sampson 1923).  In determining stocking rate, grazing 

managers attempt to balance the forage demand of grazing animals 

with forage production over the changing seasons’ … 

http://rangelandarchive.ucdavis.edu/Annual_Rangeland_Handbook/Grazin

g_Management_322 

 
County policy makers should review terms, Land Carrying Capacity1, and  
Stocking Rate 

2 and try to understand the dilemma framers and landowners face when 
farming on rangelands because of “a fundamental variable”, Stocking Rate that is a 
fundamental to economic and managerial decisions farmers and landowners have to make.  
 
Most agricultural activity in Tassajara Valley is grazing. Grazing is a super peaceful 
agricultural activity. People applaud those that still "hang in there". But a viable agricultural 
economy for farmers and their families and the community goes further than just “hang in 
there” endurance.  
 
“Practitioners of sustainable agriculture seek to integrate three 

main objectives into their work: a healthy environment, economic 

profitability, and social and economic equity.” 

https://asi.ucdavis.edu/programs/ucsarep/about/what-is-sustainable-

agriculture 
  
Tassajara Valley needs more innovations in agriculture that would make economic sense 
and be sustainable. 
 
Current agricultural uses combined with potential new agricultural investments could bring 
economic profitability for smaller parcels investing in specialty crops, or crops that bring 

                                                 
1
 Carrying capacity. The maximum stocking rate possible which is consistent with maintaining or 

improving vegetation or related resources. It may vary from year to year on the same area due to 
fluctuating forage production. http://rangelandarchive.ucdavis.edu/files/244734.pdf 
 
2 Stocking Rate is defined as the number of animals on a given amount of land over a certain period 
of time. Stocking rate is generally expressed as animal units per unit of land area. Carrying capacity 
is the stocking rate that is sustainable over time.  
https://shareok.org/bitstream/handle/11244/317893/oksa_pss_2871_2003-07.pdf?sequence=1 
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higher value per acre to grow step-by-step. That would enhance the quality of life for 
farmers/landowners and their families, crate local jobs, and create a local strong community 
while preserving farmlands in our beautiful Valley.  
 
Many landowners in Tassajara Valley have only one single parcel to do farming, and they 
do not have the advantage of economies of scale that is needed for successful livestock 
operations. In general term, Stocking Rate dictates how many cow framers or landowners 
can put on specific unlit of land, so the operation is limited to that rate. In addition, many 
have not a possibility to outsource grazing to other lands. When neighbors try to ”make 
things work“ and try to combine single parcels together, they face many challenges: high 
costs for livestock fencing, high cost for developing water sources on site in different 
locations, and the return from grazing does not even cover those costs, neither for the 
farmer nor for the landowner.  
 
”Liffmann et al (2000) found that in Alameda and Contra Costa 

counties about 30% of the ranchers use some public owned rangeland 

to augment their ranching operation. They may only be able to use 

the public land seasonally but they depend on it to make their 

operation on private land viable”. 
http://www.ncrcd.org/files/2813/8091/4206/General_-

_Using_Livestock_Grazing_as_a_Resource_Management_Tool_in_CA.pdf 
 
Tassajara Valley agricultural district needs more diversify agriculture. More supporting 
agriculture uses in general, and smaller agricultural parcels that would lessen the economic 
barrier to entry, and give flexibility to diversify agriculture to achieve agricultural land use 
supported by the production per acre that would make economic sense. Productive 
agricultural land is the ultimate preservation for that land. This is win-win situation.  
 

9. Improved agricultural land blends very well with the environment in the rural setting, brings 
more tax dollars to County, provides income for farmer, while land is still protected by 
agricultural land use policy: still plenty of grazing land perhaps with new livestock fencing, 
new croplands where possible, and still many open spaces because by the default not all 
AG land is suitable for farming or growing crops due to land natural constraints. Again, this 
is win-win situation. 

 

10. Keeping family land and land for family is very important to vast majority of ranchers, and 
rural area residents/landowners in Tassajara Valley. It is very important to keep family on 
the land together, so children, or grandchildren one day, they could build their house for 
their family and continue ranching to preserve rural setting in Tassajara Valley.  
 
U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service said: 

……”keep their family on the farm and the farm in their family”… 
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September 2019 
  

Field Crops 

Crop Year 
Harvested 

Acreage 

Production 

Per Acre 

Tons 

Harvested 
Unit 

Value 

Per Unit 
Total Value 1 

Alfalfa 

Hay 

2017 

2016 

1,774 

1,909 

3.75 

4.16 

6,650 

7,940  
Ton 

$167.51 

$155.70 

$1,114,000 

$1,236,000 

Cereal Hay 2017 

2016 

1,542 

2,917 

2.42 

4.54 

3,730 

13,200  
Ton 

$103.00 

$55.38 

$384,000 

$731,000 

Field Corn 2017 

2016 

2,781 

7,408 

3.16 

3.92 

8,790 

29,000 
Ton 

$155.15 

$153.55 

$1,364,000 

$4,453,000 

Irrigated 

Pasture 

2017 

2016 

5,450 

5,450 
n/a n/a Acre 

$300.00 

$300.00 

$1,635,000 

$1,635,000 

Rangeland 2017 

2016 

169,000 

169,000 
n/a n/a Acre 

$21.00 

$21.00 

$3,549,000 

$3,549,000 

Wheat 2017 

2016 

2,943 

3,063 

1.35 

2.06 

3,970 

6,310 
Ton 

$152.38 

$183.68 

$605,000 

$1,159,000 

Misc.2 2017 

2016 

2,503 

7,658 
various various var. various 

$921,000 

$4,082,000 

Total 2017 

2016 

185,993 

197,405 

    $9,572,000 

$16,845,000 

1 Values represent rounded estimates based on data collected from producers, experts, and literature. 
2 Includes barley, corn silage, forage hay, hay (wild), rye, safflower, silage, straw, Sudan grass, and sorghum. 

Attachment # 1 
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January 2019

Gross Production Values by Category 

Vegetable

& Seed

Crops

Livestock &

Livestock

Products

Fruit & Nut
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Field Crops Nursery

Products

$50,434,000 

$25,877,000 $25,841,000 
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