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Apiary Registration (FAC 29040, 29043)
Every person that owns or possesses an apiary, shall register the number 
and location of  colonies in each apiary on the first of  January of  each 
year with the County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC).

Paper (PDF)

vs 

Online 
(BeeWhere)
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Hobbyist Beekeepers: Exempt from registration fees
- Not in the business of  beekeeping 
- Possesses 9 or fewer colonies 
- Produces honey for family & friends (not for profit)

Registration Fees & Exemptions

Commercial Beekeepers: $10 annually*
- Produce honey for sale
- Provide pollination services
- Breeds Queens for sale
- Sells packaged bees or nucleus hives

Registration fees will be collected by the county where the bees reside on January 1st

*No e-payments. Please mail a 
check or visit our office.
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Confidentially (FAC 29041)

Information obtained from apiary registrations are 
confidential, and shall not be disclosed to any person or 
governmental agency, other than the department or a 
county department of  agriculture. 

Exception: Agricultural pesticide applicators pursuant to 
Section 29101, are made aware of  apiaries within 1 mile 
of  their agricultural site.
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BeeWhere

BeeWhere offers a dynamic, real-
time GIS mapping system where 
beekeepers can register and mark 
hives with a simple pin drop on a 
map.

https://beewhere.calagpermits.org/
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Use the search tool to find your 
apiary locations.

Then, select “Add Colony Location Here” 
at the pin drop, or by using the “Add 
Location” button by the search bar. 
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Name your apiary location and 
type the number of  colonies at 
this location.  (Do this for all 
apiary locations)

Registration is complete when all 
locations are marked on the map and a 
yellow hexagon pin is dropped. (Please 
update as necessary)
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Movement of  Bees (FAC 29070, 29070.5)

Beekeepers are required to notify the destination 
CAC when bees are relocated within the county 
and out-of-county by updating the BeeWhere Map. 

By clicking on the yellow 
hexagon, you are able to move 
the apiary, delete or update the 
number of  colonies.
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Pesticide Notifications
Agricultural Growers and Pesticide Applicators must 
perform a “Bee Check” prior to using pesticides 
labeled as toxic to bees to flowering plants. 

The notification shall be sent to all beekeepers within a 
mile of  their production site 48 hrs prior to the 
application. 
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Additional Pesticide Information
https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/beeprecaution/
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Apiary Markings (FAC 29046)

In 1” letters:
Name
Address (City, State)
Phone Number

No person shall maintain an apiary on premises other than 
that of  his or her residence unless the apiary is identified as 
follows:

(1)By a sign that is prominently displayed on the 
entrance side of  the apiary. 

(2)Or, stenciled on the hive. 
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Brand Serial Numbers

Beekeepers may choose to purchase Brand 
Serial Numbers from the California 
Department of  Food and Agriculture for $25

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/pollinators/a
piarybrand.html

Brand serial numbers may be transferred by 
purchaser submitting a Bill of  Sale and paying 
a transfer fee
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American Foulbrood (AFB)

Lethal brood disease caused by spore-forming bacteria 
Paenibacillus larvae

- Larvae dry and stick inside the cell
- Highly contagious, widespread and destructive
- Antibiotics mask symptoms, but do not eliminate 

dormant spores  reoccurring infection.

If  suspected, take action immediately. Abatement is 
required and mandated by FAC 29207

The goal is to prevent the spread of  AFB to healthy 
colonies; especially, neighboring beekeeper colonies.
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Certification

Please ensure purchased bees and 
equipment are certified free from 
American Foulbrood (AFB)

23



Good Hygiene & Sanitation
Do not:

• Sell diseased bees, comb, hives, appliances or 
colonies

• Abandon or conceal a diseased apiary

• Expose other bees to comb or honey

• Extract honey, pollen or wax except in a building or 
an enclosure that restricts access by bees

• Open-air feed bees

• Promote robbing 24



Do NOT do this… Instead consider this…
Do NOT wear the same gloves when 
inspecting different hives

Use disposable gloves and change gloves 
between hives

Do NOT poke potentially infected cells 
with a hive tool 

Use tools that can be disposed or 
sanitized, once per hive OR sterilize hive 
tool between hives in the smoker and 
wipe down with a 10% bleach solution 
between apiaries 

Do NOT collect honey from an 
infected hive. Honey may be 
contaminated with AFB spores and can 
be a source of  new infection. 

Secure the hive to prevent robbing of  
the weakened colony
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https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/7529/Apiary

NEW! County Apiary Website
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BMPs for Urban Beekeepers
https://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8596.pdf
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Thank You!

For more information, please contact us or visit our office:

Concord Central Office:
Department of  Agriculture
2380 Bisso Ln, Suite A, Concord, CA 94520
(925) 608-6600
Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Knightsen Branch Office:
Diablo Valley Farm Center
3020 2nd Street , Knightsen, CA 94548
(925) 427-8610
Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
& 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
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Questions
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