
UAS Bay Area Test Site (BATS)

What is BATS?

The Contra Costa County Airports, Buchanan Field and Byron Airport, are official Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) unmanned aerial system (UAS) test sites due to a partnership 
with the University of Alaska Fairbanks and the Pan-Pacific Unmanned Aerial System Test 
Range Complex (PPUTRC). Collaboratively, the Buchanan Field and Byron Airport test 
locations are referred to as BATS. These airfields offer businesses an unique opportunity to 
design, develop, and test in both environments are centrally located in the heart of the Bay Area.



Why BATS?

• Location, Location, Location: Buchanan Field and Byron Airports are located just 30 

miles from downtown San Francisco and 50 miles from Silicon Valley. 
• Airspace:  Two different testing environments: Buchanan Field has controlled Class D 

Airspace and Byron Airport is uncontrolled Class G Airspace, up to 700 feet.  

• Facilities:  Both airports have a selection of offices, workshops and hangars available for

short-term and long-term lease. 

• Services: There are full-service aviation providers at the two facilities that include pilot 

training, aircraft rental, aircraft maintenance, avionics, fabrication, aircraft storage, fuel, 
and other specialty aviation services.

• Relationships and Support:  Proven track record with the Federal Aviation 

Administration, support at the County’s highest political level and staff concierge service,
and partnership with the University of Alaska Fairbanks and the Pan-Pacific Unmanned 
Aerial System Test Range Complex (PPUTRC)

               www.contracosta.ca.gov/7638/Bay-Area-Test-Site

Byron Airport Amenities:

 General Aviation Reliever Airport
 Class G airspace up to 700’

 Non-towered Airport
 4,500 x 100’ Runway 12-30 with PAPIs | 3,000 x 75’ Runway 5-23 with PAPIs
 Renovated Runways, Approaches, and Airport Lighting
 Home of Skyview Aviation, Bay Area Skydiving, Patriot Jet Team, & Northern 

California Soaring Association

 General Aviation Hangars
 Hangar and office space development opportunities
 24-hour 100 Low Lead Avgas Self Serve
 Airport property is 1,427 acres with 924 acres for habitat management lands

Buchanan Field Amenities:

 Primary Non-Hub Airport
 Class D Airspace 0700-2200 | Towered Airport 0700-2200 (currently modified to 0800-

1600)

 Two sets of parallel crosswind runways
 5,010 x 150’ Runway 01L-19R with Precision Approach Path Indicators (PAPIs) and 

RNAV | Parallel 2770 x 75’ Runway 01R-19L

 4,602 x 150’ Runway 14L-32R with PAPIs | Parallel 2799 x 75’ Runway 14R-32L
 Renovated Runways, Approaches, and Airport Lighting
 50+ aviation and non-aviation businesses with 3 full service Fixed Based Operators, 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, and golf course on-field

 Hangar and office space available
 JSX commercial service to Burbank, CA
 New general aviation terminal in progress

http://www.contracosta.ca.gov/7638/Bay-Area-Test-Site


San Francisco Bay Area unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) airspace 
restrictions:




