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Sustainability in the County
Celebrating Sustainability Efforts in Contra Costa County

Introduction to
Sustainability
This

newsletter

County's

is

brought

Sustainability

What's in this issue:
to

Team,

you

by

tasked

the
with

Introduction to Sustainability

implementing the County's Climate Action Plan.

Climate Emergency Resolution

Through this newsletter we seek to highlight

How energy efficient is your
home?

and

celebrate

the

on-going

programs

and

initiatives undertaken by the County to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
Feel free to engage with us on social media and
share this newsletter with people interested in

Contra Costa Asthma Initiative
Community & Environment
Department Spotlight

the County’s sustainability efforts!
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Board Adopts Climate
Emergency Resolution
On

September

22,

2020,

the

Board

of

Supervisors unanimously passed a resolution
declaring

a

Climate

Emergency

in

Contra

Costa County. This is big news as it demands
accelerated actions on the climate crisis and
calls on local and regional partners to join
together

to

address

climate

change.

The

passing of this resolution emphasizes the
County’s

commitment

to

taking

concrete

actions towards reducing its climate impact.

Check out an energy
efficiency toolkit from the
library!
As shelter in place orders continue, we've been
spending more time indoors and consuming more
energy

in

our

homes.

According

to

the

International Energy Agency, US household energy
consumption increased 20-30% since shelter in
place orders were put in place. Now is the perfect
time to spend a weekend checking your home’s
energy efficiency performance. At every Contra
Costa County library, there are energy efficiency
toolkits you can check out. This video

walks

through each item in the toolkit and how you can
use them in your home to find ways to save money
on your energy bill and make your home more
comfortable.
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Contra Costa Asthma
Initiative
Speaking of homes, Contra Costa County allstars from Contra Costa Health Services and
the

Department

of

Conservation

and

Development have teamed up to address the
emerging linkage between energy efficiency
and health. Launching in January 2021, the
Contra

Costa

Asthma

address

asthma

through

remediation

weatherization

Initiative

triggers
and

in

aims

the

to

home

methods

such

as

energy

efficiency

measures. Listen to Michael Kent, one of the
pilot’s organizers, talk about this initiative
here.

Community & Environment
In response to COVID-19, the County has
quickly pivoted to offering online services.

The pivot to digital has
allows us to better serve
our community and our
environment.

By

transitioning

everything

from

Board

meetings to Veterans Services' office hours
to an online format, we’ve been able to
reduce vehicle miles traveled across the
County

while

still

continuing

to

offer

amazing service to the County. One clear
metric of success has been the use of the
online e-permitting tool for building permits
with 83% of rooftop solar permits processed
online in 2020 versus the 18% of rooftop
solar permits issued online in 2019!
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Department Spotlight:
Public Works
Public Works is hard at work greening County facilities
and

operations.

Their

work

throughout

the

County

includes LED motion-sensor retrofits in County buildings,
bioretention basin installation,

and drought-tolerant

landscaping at the Pittsburg Health Center.

They have made progress on vehicle electrification with the creation of a “Green Fleet”: 5
electric and 3 plug-in hybrid vehicles replacing traditional internal combustion engine
vehicles in the county’s fleet in 2019. To compliment this green fleet, Public Works has
improved electric vehicle infrastructure at County facilities by installing 38 smart electric
vehicle (EV) charge ports for employees, the public, and fleet and pool vehicles. The
County is utilizing the new solar Power Purchase Agreement program to get EV charger
infrastructure

installed

in

conjunction

with

parking

lot

solar

canopy

projects,

significantly reducing the economic and logistical impacts of this work. This new effort
will lead to a potential quadrupling of EV charge capacity in the County within the next
12 months. Public Works’ continued sustainability efforts have resulted in significant
greenhouse gas emissions reductions related to County operations.

Pittsburg Health Center Drought-tolerant Landscaping (Google Earth)

Where to keep up with County
Sustainability
Facebook
Instagram

Sustainability Committee Email Alerts
Sustainability Commission Email Alerts
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