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February 18, 2021
COVID 19 Vaccine Update#3 to Department Heads,
At the end of December and in mid-January, we sent out our first COVID-19 Vaccine updates. We let
Department Heads know that vaccination is one of the most important tools to end the COVID-19
pandemic and that we had begun distributing COVID-19 vaccine to eligible individuals. Contra Costa
Health Services sent out an update today that impacts our employees. Our role as an employer is to
continue to advocate for employee vaccination. The following information is offered to remind you of the
process, to keep you up-to-date, and to aid you in answering questions you might receive from our
employees on the vaccination rollout.
1. The COVID-19 Vaccine Ethical and Equitable Allocations Committee continues to provide input to
Contra Costa Health Services on how to make allocation decisions that are fair and equitable for the
entire community (including County staff), based on the recommendations from federal and state
authorities and taking into account the disparate impact COVID-19 has had on disadvantaged
communities.
2. The distribution of vaccine to employee groups varies from county to county based on prioritization
by the individual county’s health department. For Contra Costa County staff, our first doses (Phase
1A) were administered to our health care workers who fit into the definition of high-risk exposure to
COVID on the job, detention/custody employees and inmates/juveniles, police/fire, maintenance
employees working within our detention/custody facilities, and limited library employees for the same
reasons. These include employees in clinical and non-clinical roles such as environmental services,
patient transport, etc. Vaccinations are on-going.
3. The second group to be eligible to receive vaccines are individuals aged 65 and over who live in
Contra Costa County. Employees who are County residents aged 65 and over may now request
an appointment to receive a vaccination through their healthcare provider, by self-certifying on
Health Services’ website at: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/distribution-phases, or via the
State myturn.ca.gov website. Employees who live in another county who are 65 years and older
must obtain their vaccination from their County of residence.
4. Our County opened eligibility to all Phase 1B eligible essential workers as of today, including
grocery workers, food and agriculture, educators, childcare providers, and emergency services
workers. Essential workers who are eligible can now sign up to receive vaccine at the federal site
at the Oakland Coliseum through the State scheduling system: myturn.ca.gov or by calling 1-833422-4255. The federal site receives a separate allocation of vaccine and therefore we wanted our
employees who are essential workers to have access to get vaccinated wherever vaccine is
available as soon as they can. Eligibility for signing up for appointments for this site must match
our county eligibility.

