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Sustainability in the County
Celebrating Sustainability Efforts in Contra Costa County

Point Pinole | Source: Google Earth

Welcome Back to the
Sustainability Newsletter!
Happy Earth Month! This newsletter is brought to
you by the County's Sustainability Team, tasked
with implementing the County's Climate Action
Plan. Through this newsletter we seek to highlight
and celebrate the on-going programs and
initiatives sustained by the County to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
Looking for more ways to stay connected with
County
sustainability
efforts
beyond
this
newsletter? One way to start is by subscribing to
receive notifications from the Sustainability
Committee and Sustainability Commission.
Please
share
this
newsletter
with
other
sustainability savvy folks in the County. Feel free
to drop the Sustainability Team a line on our
social media accounts with other topics you’d like
us to discuss or feature!
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Who is the Sustainability
Commission?
The Sustainability Commission was created in
2017. It facilitates a dedicated space for
members of the community to provide input
and suggestions to County staff and the Board
of Supervisors on sustainability issues. This
includes input on Climate Action Plan (CAP)
implementation, how to best engage County
residents and businesses on sustainability and
CAP implementation, and how to ensure equity
and fairness in the County’s sustainability
efforts.

Sustainability Commission's 12/14/2020 Meeting

Since June 2020, the Commission’s meetings have been recorded and made publicly
available on the County Sustainability Commission website. Along with recordings,
there's a list of 2021 public meeting dates available you're welcome to attend. This is a
great way to stay informed about ongoing sustainability efforts within the County and to
directly give your input on agenda items.

Sustainability Commission Membership
The Commission is made up of 17 people: 5 district representatives, 5 district alternate
representatives, and 7 at-large members.
The current district representatives and alternates respectively:
District 1: Nick Despota & Shoshana Wechsler District 4: Wes Sullens & Brandon Matson
District 2: Victoria Smith & Chris Easter
District 5: Charles Davidson & Renee
District 3: John Sierra & Mike Moore
Fernandez-Lipp
Several of the at-large seats expired earlier in the year leading to a natural turnover in
membership. Seat expirations were set up so around half of the seats expire every 2
years which ensures both continuity and a chance for new voices to hold a seat.
To reflect the recent Sustainability Committee recommendations from the February 2021
Sustainability Committee, at-large membership is as follows:
At-Large,
At-Large,
At-Large,
At-Large,

Community Group: Howdy Goudey & Luz Gomez
Business: Marisha Farnsworth & Chuck Leonard
Education: Kim Hazard
Environmental Justice: Sarah Foster & Isabella Zizi

Of note was the addition of a second environmental justice seat by the Board of
Supervisors on August 6, 2019. This addition signaled a renewed commitment by the
County to address environmental justice issues and to create space for the voices of
those living in frontline communities as these communities experience disproportionate
effects and vulnerabilities to climate-related events.
Having the Sustainability Commission consist of this diverse group of people ensures
that CAP implementation and sustainability efforts represent the values and interests of
the various communities across the County
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Sustainability Tip: Sign Up for MCE
MCE is Contra Costa County’s community choice aggregator (CCA).
Opting into receiving electricity from MCE rather than from PG&E
means the energy used to power your home or business has a
smaller carbon footprint. For reference, PG&E claims that 33% of
its electricity comes from renewable sources. Comparatively,
MCE's electricity mix can be anywhere from 60-100% from
renewable sources depending on whether you opt into the Light
Green, Deep Green, or Local Sol Program.
By opting into one of MCE’s 3 programs, you are not only increasing the amount of
renewable energy you’re consuming and reducing the energy-related GHG emissions,
you’re also reinvesting in your community and increasing local control over electricity
generation which can be more nimble in responding to local economic and environmental
goals.
If you’re interested in an easy way to reduce your carbon footprint, opting into MCE is an
easy one-for-one swap. As long as you live in MCE’s territory, you can call MCE at (888)
632-3674 or email them at info@mcecleanenergy.org with your PG&E information readily
available to opt in! Visit MCE's website for more information.

Interim CAP Work Plan
The County’s original CAP was adopted in 2015. It was scoped to
extend until 2020 when a new CAP would be adopted. Due to
unforeseen circumstances, the next iteration of the Climate
Action Plan, Envision Contra Costa 2040, is not yet ready. In the
meantime, the Sustainability Team has created a CAP Interim
Work Plan to ensure that the sustainability efforts undertaken
now are measured and properly accounted for.

County Awarded Grant
from California Strategic
Growth Council
Contra Costa County was recently awarded a
grant from the California Strategic Growth
Council on December 17, 2020. The Healthy
Lands, Healthy People: A Carbon Sequestration
Feasibility Study Plan gives the County $250,000 to conduct an agricultural carbon
sequestration feasibility study looking at options for sequestering carbon on agricultural
lands and urban gardens in collaboration with the Contra Costa Resource Conservation
District and the University of California Cooperative Extension. This grant and study are
particularly exciting as they align with current community interest in urban agriculture
and community gardens. Growing food in the community restores our relationship with
food, provides educational opportunities for youth, reduces food miles, and has
potentially wide-reaching environmental benefits through carbon sequestration.
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Interdepartmental Climate Action
Task Force First Report to the Board
On March 30, 2021, the Interdepartmental Climate Action Task
Force, as directed by the Climate Emergency Resolution, delivered
its first report to the Board. The report’s 3 major recommendations
were
1. To continue offering online services where possible,
2. To establish a sustainability fund to support improvements to
county facilities and operations to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and cut down on utility bills, and
3. To advocate for advisory bodies to be permitted to continue
meeting online even after shelter-in-place orders are lifted.
The report included testimonials from County department heads
explaining how online services have led to increased public
participation at advisory body meetings, increased convenience for
customers, and reduced emissions associated with vehicular travel.
Moving forward, Task Force participants will look for ways to
implement sustainability opportunities included in the report,
whether that be through designing sustainability criteria for leased
buildings, building more public-facing EV charging stations, and
beyond.

Department Spotlight:
Contra Costa Health Services
Did you know there are 171 certified green businesses in Contra
Costa?
Contra Costa Health Services champions the Green Business Program
within the County. The program focuses on helping local small and
medium businesses conserve energy and water, minimize waste,
prevent pollution, and shrink their overall carbon footprint. As the
County's program coordinator, Contra Costa Health Services is able to
reward businesses that are making sustainable choices through
program recognition and able to support local businesses in their
sustainability endeavors.
For more information about Contra Costa Health Services' efforts to
make businesses in the County green, visit their website. If you want to
find out which businesses in your community are green businesses,
check out the Green Business Directory!

Keep Up with County Sustainability
Facebook @CCCountyDCD
Instagram @CCCountyDCD
Sustainability Committee Email Alerts
Sustainability Commission Email Alerts
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