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Welcome to the Sustainability in Contra Costa County
Newsletter!
This newsletter is brought to you by the County's Sustainability Team, tasked with
implementing the County's Climate Action Plan. Through this newsletter we seek to
highlight and celebrate the on-going programs and initiatives sustained by the County
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
This is our first newsletter using MailChimp. We’ve taken the liberty of adding you to
our mailing list because you track other sustainability initiatives in Contra Costa
County. This e-newsletter will be sent out once per quarter.
If you were forwarded this email and would like to be added to the mailing list to
receive this newsletter once a quarter, you can use the "Subscribe to the newsletter"
link here or click the button towards the bottom of the newsletter. Alternatively, if you
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would no longer like to receive these newsletters, you can click here to unsubscribe.
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Looking for more ways to stay connected with County sustainability efforts beyond
this newsletter? If you haven't already, you can start by subscribing to receive
notifications from the Sustainability Committee and Sustainability Commission about
their bimonthly meetings.
Please forward this newsletter to other sustainability savvy folks in the County. Feel
free to contact the Sustainability Team via social media with other topics you’d like us
to discuss or feature!

Free Energy & Water Efficiency Kits
The Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) has partnered with the Rising Sun
Center for Opportunity to help determine residents’ personalized energy and water
efficiency needs through the Green House Call Service. Residents can sign up for a
Green House Call by completing a 10-minute survey. After completing the survey, a
free energy and water efficiency kit with installation instructions will be delivered
directly to your door.
Each kit includes:
Up to 16 LED light bulbs, standard and floodlight,
A smart power strip ($70 value),
High-efficiency bathroom and kitchen sink faucet aerator(s),
High-efficiency showerhead(s),
Toilet leak detection tablets, and
Information on other energy-saving and green programs.
Green House Calls have no income qualifications and are available to renters and
homeowners of single-family homes and 2-4 plexes. You can complete the survey
online at http://bit.ly/EEkits2021 in English or https://bit.ly/EEkits2021español en
Español. Alternatively, you can complete the survey over the phone at (510) 665-1501
ext. 300 with a trained staff member. This year's program will run from now until
September 2021 while supplies last.
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Sustainability Tip: Layer Rebates
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Electrification refers to powering everything using electricity rather than natural gas,
coal, or gasoline. Electrification has many benefits: reduced carbon emissions,
improved indoor air quality, utility bill savings, and more!
There is a whole portfolio of rebates and incentives available to Contra Costa County
residents to help you electrify both your home and mode of transportation. Many of
these rebates and incentives can be easily combined together to make purchasing an
electric vehicle or bike, home wall insulation, or high efficiency water boiler more
affordable!

Electric Vehicles
Depending on the program and your eligibility, you could save up to $14,500 in
rebates on an electric vehicle! MCE has a great resource summarizing all of the
available EV incentives that you could be qualified for broken down by rebate,
eligibility, and stackability.

Alternative Transportation
Beyond EVs, there are public transit and e-bike rebates through 511 Contra Costa to
kick-start your alternative transportation commute.

Home
The general steps to make your existing home carbon-free are:
1. Make your home as energy efficient as possible,
2. Switch all of your appliances and systems for all-electric versions, and then
3. Install solar panels.
This sequence of steps is recommended because you're able to first reduce your
overall energy use and fossil fuel consumption through energy efficiency and
weatherization measures. Then, if you're interested in installing solar panels, you've
effectively reduced both the amount of electricity you'll need to produce and cost of
the solar panel system. Simply put, it's more effective to save than produce energy.
A great place to start with energy efficiency and/or electrification would be finding
rebates through the Switch is On. It's super simple. Just put in your zip code and the
program automatically finds all of the rebates you might be eligible for in your area.
Alternatively, you can head to the Bay Area Regional Energy Network website (BayREN)
to find specific rebates for single-family and multifamily homes.

BayREN Business is Open for Business
BayREN Business is a newly launched program focused on helping small and medium
Bay Area businesses maximize their energy savings and reduce ongoing operating
costs.
The program starts with a free, no-obligation energy assessment of the business. If
the business owner is interested in continuing, the program is able to install new
energy efficient hardware within 30 days, including lighting, smart thermostats, and
HVAC sensors, and provide 24/7 equipment monitoring from a team of experts. These
upgrades help businesses reduce their operating costs by up to 25% by maximizing
energy savings and monitoring equipment efficiency.
Get started today with a free energy assessment by visiting www.bayrenbusiness.org.
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Topics to Track: Active Transportation
Active transportation is any form of transportation that’s not a car. This includes
biking, walking, and taking public transit. At the County level, active transportation has
been a recurring topic at the Sustainability Commission.
In October 2020, the Sustainability Commission, a citizen advisory body, heard a
presentation from John Cunningham, the County's lead transportation planner, on
accessible transit and bicycle transportation in the County. Transportation was
brought up again during the Sustainability Commission's April meeting by Colin Clarke,
planner for the Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA), in the context of work
on Vision Zero and safe active transportation focused primarily on bicyclists and
pedestrians.
At the Sustainability Commission's June meeting, the Department of Public Works
presented the County's Active Transportation Plan which focuses on improving biking,
walking, and rolling around the unincorporated parts of Contra Costa County. The
Plan aspires to increase safety, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve health
outcomes by increasing access and connectivity to the active transportation network.
If you’d like to stay updated on this particular project via email, you can subscribe to
the project mailing list at the bottom of this webpage. The webpage includes an
interactive map (pictured above) where you can provide feedback on your current
biking and walking routes in unincorporated County.
If the topic of active transportation is of interest to you, you can explore this page
which the Department of Conservation and Development updates with current
transportation projects.

North Richmond Non-Profit Awarded Community Compost
Grant
Recently, Communities United Restoring Mother Earth (CURME), a non-profit in North
Richmond, was awarded funding for a pilot project through the Community
Composting for Green Space Grant.
In response to the grant, CURME members are currently planning community
composting workshops, creating educational flyers, and preparing the project site for
project tools and composting apparatuses. CURME founder and garden director
Iyalode Kinney hopes to educate people in the community about composting and
empower them to start composting themselves. Iyalode observed that kids and much
of the community are not cognizant of what they're throwing away. Through this pilot,
she hopes people's interest in composting and awareness about larger food systems
grows.
Among other resources such as trainings and tree donations, the grant also provided
funding for two site monitor positions. One of the site monitors, Amanda Ajisebutu, a
longtime volunteer with CURME, voiced her excitement about the opportunity to take
the pilot and turn it into something beautiful. She described the garden as a safe
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haven and a place of healing for the community with Iyalode at its heart. This pilot
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project is a real opportunity to extend the benefits of the garden to even more people
in the community.

To keep up with CURME's work, visit their website and sign up to receive email
notifications!

County Building Spotlight

The Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
and the County Administration Building
are the two newest buildings in the
County’s portfolio. Both are LEED Gold
certified!
The EOC boasts a plethora of
sustainable
features
including
bioretention basins and pervious
pavement to manage stormwater
runoff; LED lighting with daylight
sensors to optimize energy use; heat
pumps to efficiently ventilate, heat, and
cool the building; and on-site solar
photovoltaic panels to cover the
building’s energy load and return excess
energy to the grid.

Similar to the EOC, the County
Administration Building has several
notable sustainable features including
three layers of insulation between the
interior and exterior walls of the
building to regulate internal building
temperature, a solar photovoltaic
system over the employee parking lot to
power most of the building, and a high
efficiency heat pump boiler. If you’re
interested, you can take a virtual tour of
the building led by Eric Angstadt, Chief
Assistant County Administrator.
Beyond these individual buildings’
sustainability features, the buildings
themselves are indicative of the next era
of beautiful and sustainable County
buildings.

Keep In Touch with County Sustainability
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter
Sustainability Commission Email Notifications
Sustainability Committee Email Notifications

Were you forwarded this email? Subscribe to the newsletter to receive quarterly
updates on Contra Costa County sustainability efforts right to your inbox every
quarter.
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You're receiving this newsletter because you've expressed interest in Contra Costa County's sustainability
programs and initiatives focused on implementation of its Climate Action Plan.
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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